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In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
- 

One God. 
Amen. 

Every year the Coptic Church celebrates the rememberance of the Lord's Passion and Cruc i f~on ,  and 
lives the week of the Holy Pascha. Passion Week, in our Church which lives by the Spirit, is a time in which 
the soul enters deeply into the Passion of our Good Saviour. 

The readings of this week, which are the breaths of the Holy Spirit, fall in full agreement and spread from 
the Book of Genesis to the Book of Revelation. When these readings are read and lived, the Spirit makes 
the listener live the days of heaven on earth. As for the Hymns which are composed by the Holy Spirit, in- 
itiate the grace of repentance and sorrow for our sins which led our Saviour to the Cross. 

This book, which is in your hands, is a fruit of the love of this blessed week from the children of the Church 
who have tasted the goodness of sitting at the Cross of Jesus. For as they have enjoyed every word, read- 
ing and Hymn, they desired to invite many others, and in particular the English speaking generations, to 
also enjoy every moment of these precious times. 

This book is a comprehensive and faithful translation of the Rite of Passion Week as laid down by the Cop- 
tic Church. It is a collection of the rite laid out day by day and hour by hour, starting from the Vespers of 
Palm Sunday till thc readings of the Liturgy of the Ressurection Feast (Easter). It incorporates the follow- 
ing: 

(1) The readings of the Holy Pascha Week (the Prophecies, Psalms in Copticand English, and the Gospels). 

(2) The Commentaries- the Comnlcntary of every hour, in its place, aftcr the Gospel. 

(3)  The Hymns in full (Coptic, Arabic, and English)- according to their order. 

(4) The Procession of the Cross and Palm Sunday. 

(5 )  The service of the Lakaan (washing of the feet) on Covenant Thursday- in its place aftcr the ninth f-e;mr. 

(6) The readings, praises, and Hymns of the Joyous Saturday Eve, complete and in its order. 

(7) The repeated prayers in a coloured section for easy reference. 

(8) An inspirational section of the happenings and reflections on thc readings prior to every day. 

(9) An article by the late Reverned Father Bishoy Kamel, titled "Journey from Jerusalem to Golgstlaa'' 

(10) The book of Revelation for use in the Apocalypse reading. 

We offer this book.to the children of the Church of Alexandria .... and to the coming English speaking 
generations .... we ask and pray that it becomes a blessing to all the souls worshipping in spirit .... may God 
reward all the brethren who laboured through love in working on it .... and may He make us worthy olshar- 
ing His Passion and the power of His Ressurection through the pleadings of the pure Mother Of God Saint 
Mary and the whole host of Saints, Amen. 
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THE JOURNEY FROM 
JERUSALEM TO GOLGOTHA 

BY: THE LATE FATHER BISHOY KAMEL 

The happenings of the last week is filled with feelings about God's love towards us till the end, filled with 
the emotions of the sufferings of His sad soul till death. These neverending emotions of God towards man 
are too deep for words. That is why the Divine Revelation decided to replace words with good deeds. The 
fragrant smell spreads quickly and carries with it a gentle breath which is more precise and explains God's 
love which is never ending towards us evea in the midst of His suffering. 

The pouring of the fragrance is equal to the sacrifice, and sacrifice is the offering of one-self, and when 
the soul is offered it releases special aromatic fragrance. That is the way our Lord this week offered His 
sod, and the fragrance is released to all nations. From the Holy Cross, He sacrificed His Only Son, in a 
sim~ilar way the martyrs offered their lives and from their holy bodies was raised the aromatic fragrance of 
our Lord Jesus. Today, we need to offer something, as a sacrifice and offer. 

Our Lord God sacrificed Himself, offered His Body and gave it to His holy disciples and to ourselveia 

He sacrificed Himself, so He put Himself under His disciples feet to wash them. He sacrificed Hia ilovc, 
eveln to the tr'aitor He gave him bread. On the Cross He offered Himself for the sake of those wha' m- 
clothed Him and put a spear in His side. They spat on His face, and scrouged Him, for ahein sake He i d i ~ ~ !  
and for their sake He asked for forgiveness. 

THE EVE OF PALM SUNDAY 

On Saturday, as the Bible says "six days before the passover" John 121-3, Mary washed our Lord's 6eei 
with fragrance. This even was repeated in the house of Bethany. The Passover was two days later, when 
He was in the house of Bethany, in the house of Simon the lepper - Mark 14:l-5. 

Ftom here we see God's will, we see the repeat of the use of fragrance in the start of the trip to CicpPgotBra. 
In fhe middle of the way, we preach about this deed with the mention of the Bible. So as to spend this s e ~  
vict throughout the land, to teach us in our own spiritual life valuable lessons. 

1- THE SERVICE OF OINTMENT IS A SERVICE OF LOVE 

The smell of fragrance is a wonderful smell that spreads quickly. Similarly, love has a wonderful smel,, 
and also spreads quickly. Our Lord said about the sinful woman "This woman loved a lot" Luke 7:47. Every 
duty done for the sake of God with love is changed into the smell of fragrance. Our brothers, let us Iove 
God from all our hearts, and love our brothers and sisters from a pure heart, (1 Peter 1:22), and do every 
action with love towards others. 

2- THE SERVICE OF OINTMENT IS A SERVICE OF PRAYER 

It's a service with feelings, not a service with words, a quiet service, as Mary sat at the feet of our Lord 
listening. A service only He understands, and the woman understands. But it's wonderful odour must 
spread, and reach everyone. It's a quiet prayer from one's room, away from the lights of Jerusalem. It's a 
setvice to the poor, or a cold glass of water. This service was completed in Annaniah's house (which means 
house for the poor and needy), this service was not completed amongst the lights within Jerusalem. In 
Annaniah's house, house of the poor, a quantity worth 300 Dinari, and everyone smelled the glamorous 
odbur. And in the temple within Jerusalem the buying and selling of doves, and the tables of the money ex- 
changers and the richest people, where all the people can sense the smell of hatred and deceit. 
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3- THE SERVICE OF THE FRAGRANCE IS A SERVICE OF A FEELING OF BEING 
IN DEBT 

-L 

The Magdalene waman poured the fragrance upon His feet, and stood behind Himcryingbitterly. A ser- 
vice of a person in debt to the Lord with her salvation. 

To a debtor there was two debts, one for 500 Dinari and other 50, and he forgave them both. The woman 
with her sins owes the large debt, and God forgave her. A service that is not complete with the pouring of 
ointment but with the washing of r he feet with tears. The service of the ointment allows us to see that repen- 
tance is completed under God's feet, with a simple heart and a feeling of being in debt and with deep tears. 

4- THE SERVICE OF THE FRAGRANCE SHOWS HOW MUCH IS GOD'S 
WORTH IN OUR LIVES 

God within Juda's eyes was worth 30 pieces of silver, this is the price for a slave. As for the woman, it 
equalled all she had, even up to 300 Dinaris (Mark 145); and what is ama~ing is that both events occurred 
at the same instant. This shows us that the faithful souls sacrifice every thing for the sake of folowing God. 
The souls that are resembled by traitors sell the commandments of God for the sake of a moment of pleasure, 
a small gain. Our love for Jesus is measured in how much we sacrifice, and in how much we offer or lose 
for His sake and His commandments. 

5- THE SERVICE OF FRAGRANCE IS A SERVICE OF BURIAL TO GOD 

This sweet odour will last, surrounding Jesus' Body, (because it occured hefore the Passover by two davs). 
It is a beautiful service, as the service of Nicodemus and Joseph. The service of souls that enjoyed staying 
with God the night of His suffering, to replace the disciples who fell asleep, and those who ran away, and 
those who denied God!! These merciful and loving actions touch the heart of God, and stays as ointment 
odour for burial in the midst of His great pains for the rake of Hi? children's sins, 

My brotheren, as sins surround us from every side, even amonpt God's children, as much we should in- 
crease in the annointing of the Holy Fragrance. 

6-THE SERVICE OF FRAGRANCE IS A SERVICE THAT IS EVERUSTi 
AFTER DEATH 

The disciples ran from the face of the Cross, John lasted till  the Golgotha, but the woman that poured 
the fragrance stayed with God at the Cross, and went with Him to the grave, and on Sunday morning, before 
light, she took the fragrance and her feelings and emotions, and went to put them at the grave. She had 
great hope in removing the great stone from the front of the tomb. 

Those who were present at the last breath of our Lord Jesus Christ, their hope ended because He died. 
The disciples got scared, and those that made it to Golgotha, left thcir hopes there, because all that was 
left for them wasdeath. But those that saved the service of true worship, true love, and true humility, their 
hope was extended beyond this and even till the other life. Similarly, all the worshipping souls left their 
hearts desire to look at the last day and be joyful always at the sight of seeing our Lord and our hope - they 
overcame death, and the present life. This they did to overcome all the suffering5 of the world and its tri- 
als in the faith of Jesus Christ who is everlasting in life, low, happiness, and peace. 

7- LASTLY THE SERVICE OF THE ANOINTING OF FRAGRAhCE IS NOT 
WASTED 

Prayers are no less when compared to building great towers, and the service of the poor is not any less 
than the building of cathedrals. The service of Saint Anthony, Paul, and Makarious are very more lasting 
to the Church than the great cathedrals of the past. Mankind is not a waste, and the service of prayers in 
Sunday School is no1 less than the service of preaching nations. 
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The service of prayers is not wasted, and the prayers of many are not wasted. Social issues today pres- 
h 

sure the Church into the, thought that prayers are wasted, and we are in need to work. The truth is that 
work without prayer is full of selfishnes, and it is not only wasted but a dishonour to the Church. 

GODLY REASONING BEHIND THIS JOURNEY 

We are assured that God's aim for the incarnation, and life on earth, entrance into Jerusalem and 
crucifixion is to free us from our enemy the devil. Then to live in our hearts, so that we can enter into His 
Kingdom and enjoy our eternal lives with Him, become His children, and sons of the King. This is God's 
reason from the time of His entrance into Jerusalem as a King riding on a colt, till His raising on the cross 
to overcome all via the cross which is made of wood, (Psalm 95:10). 

PALM SUNDAY 

When God entered, they welcomed Him as a King with the raising of palms spread, and clothes spread, 
and screamed out "Hosanna to the King of Israel". God entered the town to overcomc this kingdom which 
is not an easy matter for :- 

l. The enemy is vicious. 

2. The enemy has many materialistic ways, while God's ways are spiritual. 

3. The battle ;S on the side of the enemies "king of this world". 

4. The enemys kingdom is to be seen, whereas God's Kingdom is not to be seen - but it is true. "For the 
things that are to be seen are temporarily, whereas the things not to be seen are eternal". When we con- 
template on God's life on earth, we see Him as a King throughout all stages of His life. 

FIRSTLY, KlNG IN HIS BIRTH 

The wise men came to worship Him, to offer Him their gold, they told king Herod "Where is the child ta 
be born, King of the Jews". But our God is humble and ran away from king Herod to Egypt. Although Mc 
was a King outside His Kingdom and with no place to stay (Luke 1:7). This point is very important to the 
Church at all times - that our God is a King, but outside this Kingdom (the world) has no.spot for Him to 
Ly down His head.. Woe to the church that believes in materialistic gifts of the world, and not live a life of 
a visitor. The world will overcome her, and il will be outside the Kingdom of the King. 

The humble stranger of a King was refused by the Jews, because He did not come as they expected Him. 
My brothers, we need to accept our Christ as a King not as we like, but as He likes. Accept Him as a King 
who has no Kingdom, refused by the world. For God is a God of humility, let us worship now in the Church, 
and humble ourselves, so that God may find His Kingdom inside our hearts, as the humility of the nativity. 
The stranger in the world, with no desire, and nothing to fear, that waited for God to overcome, Amen. 

The nativity is a place of judgement of the King, with no deceiving or hypocrisy, or jealousy, or anger, or 
dtruggle. All of it is full of purity, like that of the Virgin, no complexity, but simplicity like that of a dove 
and the simple animals. Nativity enjoying the goodness of simple clothes, like the clothes of the virgin, and 
different from the clothes and dresses of the twentieth century. 

SECONDLY, KlNG IN HIS ENTERING JERUSALEM 

The happenings occur quicker than a man can comprehend. The Gospel of the first hour of Palm Sun- 
day says "Zacheus, hurry and come down", this means that the happenings of salvation, happen with in- 
credible pace. That whoever is late, and doesn't hurry misses out. For this is the last time, that Jesus passes 
by the town of Jericho. The town of Zacheus. If  he doesn't hurry, he will find himself left behind, and will 
not find God thereafter. 
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The happenings occur so quickly, and always the hour of travel is the dangerous time, that the most cru- 
cial link is done. The happenings from Palm Sunday till the Holy Cross concentrates with enormous effort, 
that not all the books of the world can hold it or explain it. The hour of travel is nearby, preparations occur 
quickly. The urgent need is for a colt son of donkey as said in Zachariah the prophet (Zachariah 99).  

HE IS A HUMBLE KlNG 

Humility is the first condition, and the main condition, for God, riding upon a colt, is coming to all those 
with humble hearts, and the babies. 

KING.ON THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN 

Behind God are the children praising happily, and the kings of the Jews, full of sorrow. God's Spirit 
praised, and He said "I thank You God, for You allowed it to be shown to the children and hidden from 
the most wise". 

My Lord Christ, I cry unto You with the children from all my heart and say: give me 0 Lord the heart of 
a child, the simplicity of a child, the openness of a child, the forgiveness of a child, and the love of a child. 
You told me, unless I return to the simplicity of a child, I will not see the Kingdom of God. My Lord God, 
I am very scared from this verse. The strange fact is that what stops me from returning to the simplicity of 
a child, is the importance of the jobs that I am responsible for. The dealings with people that are not simple, 
and the feat ovcr my position, whereas You have said my Lord that "From the mouths of babes and infants 
I quieten the enemy, (Psalm 8). 

Give me my Lord this faith, so that I may proceed with the heart of a child, and believe that You are con- 
trolling my life. 

TEARFUL KlNG 

When He saw the town, He cried. He cried because the town did not know its own salvation. He cries 
for my sake - Jesus our brother cries at the door of our hearts - cries because He can see the ferocity of the 
enemy and the danger that surrounds us, and we don't know what things will make us gain salvation. 

When we reject Jesus, He stands in front of us crying - 0 my Lord from my hardened heart that does not, 
softens at Your holy tears. And from my ignorant mind that does not recognize what is for my own salva- 
tion. 

My Lord Jesus, come into my heart and reign as King, my God with Your holy tears come and live inside 
my heart fully, and cause an explosion of tears from the springs of my heart. 

HE REIGNED WtTH A WHIP 

He did not allow anyone to enter with ignorance into the altar, my God Jesus, I see You now at the door 
of the Church, not allowing anyone to enter that does not have a pure heart, in his heart the love of the 
world and its worries and inside his heart hatred and He thus tells the Priest leave all your problems out- 
side the Church, tells the Deacon leave all the false glories or admiration outside the Church. Tells the 
youth (male or female) to leave the love ofthe world and the outisde beauty - and the indescent clothes - 
tells the student leave your certificates and studies outside the Church and ask for the Kingdom of God. 

POWERFUL KlNG 

When He entered, the city shook. Christianity is full of courage in controlling desires, and full of power 
when it comes to faith, depth when it comes to love. The people took off their clothes and put them under- 
neath His feet, the courage to leave worldly things similar to Saint Anthony. 
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Today our Lord deserves to reign over our hearts. Our souls and bodies were sanctified by the Holy Oil 
(Mapon) and has becqme a belonging to our Lord. And all is left is for us to accept this King. These 
sanctified souls, it is sad to say, have worn the clothes of the world. We must my brothers with all power 
undress from the clothes, and put them at the feet of our Lord and praise Him, announce Him King over 
our hearts. Accept Him as a humble King rejected from the leaders, a stranger in thi world, a powerful 
King crying with a whip in one hand. Accept Him as children, and believe that our hearts can act as a home 
for Him (1 Corinthian 6:19). Hear His voice saying 'My house is a house of prayer and you have turned it 
into a thieves den ...'. Reject the devil, the thief and his thieving actions from our hearts, so that our hearts 
may be free for our Lord to live in. 

My Lord Jesus this is our promise to You today. 

HE REIGNED ON THE CROSS 

It is sad to see those that praised and accepted Jesus as King on Palm Sunday were so many. But those 
faithful that stayed with Him till the end could be counted on the one hand. It is not enough to accept our 
Lord as King over our hearts, but to stay with Him till the end, carrying His commandments, carrying His 
Cross and following Him ... 

So that we can reign with Him on a piece of wood ... 

This is the King of those that love Him. 

THE JOURNEY OF ASCENTION 

"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests" (Mark 
10:33). 

The journey starts with the entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. This day is equivalent 
to the 10th of Nisan of the Jewish calendar in this day the sheep enters into Jerusalem to stay till the Pas- 
sover (14th day of Nisan). Our Lord entered with the sheep to carry the sins of the world, to offer Himself 
till the 14th day of Nisan. 

THE STRENGTH, POWER & ATTRACTION OF THE CROSS 

In the first hour of Tuesday, the Gospel tells us about the saying of our ~ o r d " ~ o u  are from beneath, i am 
from above" John 8:23. The ascention is due to our Lord coming from above and coming to this world to 
save us from its sins, and carry us to the heights. 

Torhe crucified God there is a magnetic force towards His children to the heights, stronger than any force 
of the world and its desires and hope "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself' 
(Johh 1232). The journey of ascention is troublesome, but the power of the cross to attract us does not 
only free us from the ties of the world, but also attracts us to hurry. Song of Songs Ch. 1 and others will 
hurq with us. Amen. 

The journey is the ascention with our Lord to the highest level of sacrifice, the highest level of love, the 
high~st level of patience, the highest level of meekness so that He could offer Himself to the priests that of- 
fered Him as a sacrifice, withoul them knowing that they are offering a sacrifice on behalf of the whole 
work!. 

A JIOURNEY FULL OF GREAT SUFFERINGS 

The Son of Man must suffer great pains. The world "must" uncover for us the secret of God's great pains, 
(Mark 8:31). 
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The suffering is not resultant to God's ways only, and for the worlds opposing Him, but it is due to our 
Lord coming to serve us, For all that want to serve, want to love, want to live for others' comfort must suf- 
fer. 

These pains are not only sourced from outside the body only, but it is due to His love to mankind, and to 
the service and to sacrifice. For the mother must suffer for the sake of her child, even when the baby is still 
inside his mothers womb till helshe grows. The farmer that plants the seeds must go to great troubles to 
prepare the land before he sees any fruit of his hard work. 

Similarly, does our Lord love us, with our sins, for He paid the price for our sins - He must suffer great 
pains. 

For this reason my brothers and sisters the servants, when we are following our Lord in the journey of as- 
cention with others, we must also suffer great pains. Let us remem1,kr that the sufferings and pains are not 
our punishment but are a gift to those that love and serve, and continue in the same way for the glory of 
God. 

A JOURNEY TO A FESTIVE 

"Go outside 0 daughters of Zion, and see King Solomon with the crown forth with which his mother 
crowned him on the day of his espousals, the day of the gladness of his heart" (Song of Songs 3:ll). The 
Church on Tuesday reads the story of the wise virgins awaiting the coming of the groom, and the story of 
Son of the King, this secret confirms for the souls that follow our Lord and those ascending with Him that 
the invitation is open to the festive. And to a banquet upon thought of the journey of the sufferings of our 
Lord make us joyful. it is a strange mystery my brothers, it is a journey of sufferings, but it is a celebration 
for the Church the bride to her Groom Who awaits her on the Holy Cross. 

FAITH IS NECESSARY WlTH THE JOURNEY 

The journey of ascention is full of sufferings. For this reason we must have strong faith that will strengthen 
us to overcome "the hour, and the power of darkness" (Luke 2253). For this reason also the people could 
not enter the land of Canaan for their lack of faith (Hebrews 3:19). That is why our Lord talked to the dis- 
ciples about faith - if it (faith) is equivalent to a mustard seed it will allow the personjo shift a mountain 
and as a practical truth to this, the Lord cursed the fig tree (on Monday). 

1. FAITH WlTH ACTIONS 

Our Lord cursed the fig tree because it had leaves without having fruit. An artificial looking life, tradi- 
tional worshipping accompanied with fastings, confesions and holy communion but without fruit!! As much 
as God has given us of blessings and graces, as much as is expected of us to show fruits in the Church. "Love 
- Joy - Peace - Long Suffering - Kindness - Goodness - Faithfullness - Gentleness - Self Control" (Cialatians 
522-23). 

The fig tree also resembles the Jewish colony that is full of leaves but without fruit so the Lord cursed her. 

Lord Jesus : Fill the Church with fruits of Your Holy Spirit, so that it does not fall into judgement, and 
give us 0 Lord the lively faith that is joined with good deeds. 

2. FAITH THROUGH THE CROSS AND FREEDOM OF OUR SOULS 

We must have faith that through the Cross is the way to the new life, the way of glory and overwnling that 
leads to the resurrection. 

We must have faith about the sufferings along the way, for they are a blessing and not a punishment. 
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Ta those that follow our Lord along the way, they must be within the bounds to be attracted to the Cross. 
They have tasted freedqm and loved it. To have faith in the freedom that was given to us by God "There- 
fore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed", (John 8%). 

It i ~ ;  a principal condition to following behind our Lord God - freedom from oneself - its desires, its glories, 
freed from the power of the world, and money ... This freedom was granted to us through the second 
rebirth, let us be joyful by it, and not allow any power in existence to take away this freedom which is in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

SPIRITUAL ALERTNESS IS ESSENTIAL TO THE JOURNEY 

+Spiritual alertness is needed to secure the graces that we have received from God. 

+Spiritual alertness is important because our enemy is on the prowl seeking anyone to overcome them, 
and he does not sleep. 

+Spiritual alertness and effort in following our crucified Lord Jesus, and the long suffering with joyful- 
ness. 

+Spiritual alertness and awakening doing good deeds - prayers, loving others, and faith. 

Our Lord Jesus in this week mentioned to us many parables at the end of each of them, He said: "Stay 
awake for you don't know the day or the hour". 

THE LOVE OF GOD SHOULD BE THE AIM AT EVERY SERVICE 

On Wednesday before the Passover by two days - the woman poured perfume upon the head of our 
Saviour, and Judas questioned this waste (Mark 14:4) and (John 124). God ordered that wherever this 
gospel reading is mentioned, we read about and remember this woman. Our Lord would like us to offer 
our love before every deed and every service. Even giving to others all for God's sake ''in as much as you 
did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me" (Matthew 25:40). 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY 

On this day God came closer with us to the end of the journey, to offer us the ultimate through his love. 
Offer us his broken body, blood, tears, prayers, awakening and himself for us: 

The happenings of this night is a sign of God's depth in love towards man, till his deep sadness till death 
for our sins. God's love towards us on this night reached the highest peak till God offered himself to feed 
his disciples even traitor within his disciples!! 

THE LAST SUPPER 

God gave man great offerings, he even gave himself. 

The gift of giving on this holy night turned into a desire in God's heart to love us. "With fervent desire I 
have desired to eat this passover with you before 1 suffer" (Luke 2215). 

As if God is telling us "It is not enough that 1 die for you and save you, but more that I became food for 
you, that you live by me - and guarantee life for you, my body is life, it  is also a deposit for the eternal life; 
whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day" (John 
654). 

God was not satisfied with the cross tobe a source of better health and forgiveness, and salvation, but 
selected for his body to be offered for us as food - to You is the Glory 0 God. 
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BEFORE THE LAST SUPPER, HE WASHED HIS DISCIPLES' FEET 

My friends, on this day we ae now staoding at the feet of the cross admiring it. But we are now surprised 
at standing awaiting our feet to be washed. Contemplating at God standing under my feet is a strange sight, 
no normal person can accept, unless it gives a deep feeling of humility in front of God. 

HOW STRANGE GOD TODAY IS AT MY FEET! 

I n  my service, He washes the dirt off my feet!! He forces me to be humble and meek, this is a great secret, 
it is the secret of humility. Who can refuse God with such a nature. That person would have nothing to 
share with God - like Peter was told!!! 

God washes only our feet. Firstly, to teach us humility, and for us to do likewise with each other (John 
1315). Secondly, whoever has been washed the first time only needs hisher feet washed. (John 13:lO). 
For those baptised all is needed is the tears of repentance to find Jesus always under their feet washing the 
dirt away. Our beloved Jesus completes this sacrament always (repentance and washing of feet) at the 
doors of the Church inside the repentant souls. 

HE GAVE TO JUDAS THE PIECE OF BREAD TO GLORIFY THE SON OF MAN 

God is glorified after He had given the piece of bread to Judas (John 1330-31). What is greater to the 
glory of God than to give the piece of bread to the traitor from the disciples?! God said "Now the Son of 
Man has been glorified", He was not only glorified at the Cross and through resurrection, but also when He 
washed the feet of the disciples who handed Him over to the soldiers. We fed him with his own pure hands. 
True glory is the completion of the message of love till the end. What is incredible is that when God gave 
him the piece of bread the devil entered him, and this confirnls for us that this Body is dangerous in its fea- 
tures. It is a source of life for the pure hearts and a source of condemnation for the traitors in heart. 

What is also very strange is that all the enormous measures of love received from God did not change the 
heart of Judas. For his heart had been hardened by the love of money. Did not the Church tell us at the 
beginning of the fasting and at the beginning of the journey not to worship two gods, God and money? ... 
This is the sad result of thc introduction of the love of money in one's heart. 

The chalice is hard to explain, the chalice of death. The chalice of the sins of the world that God drinks, 
it is the chalice of our pride carried by the simple offering. For the sake of this chalice God prayed. He 
prayed for us to prepare us for the hour of darkness (Luke 2253). The form of traitor was at the highest 
level, and fear filled the heart of Peter. The unthoughtful drive to use the sword to commit a will to kill, 
Mark escaped and Peter denied and cursed. Evil won, and the soldiers captured our Lord God, the dcvii 
celebrated, for it  is his hour to celebrate - and darkness. What did God do in the middle of the untamed 
spread sea from all the troubles. He prayed and ordered us to struggle to overcome the hour of darkness, 
so that we may not enter into any test. Pray, for everything will end for the good of everybody. God pleads 
to us to pray at all times so that we may not enter into temptation and overcome the hour of darkness. 

HE SWEATED, DROPS OF TEARS AS DROPS OF BLOOD 

God revealed to us that prayer is a struggle till  blood. This prayer was for the good of the disciples and 
the Church. "I prayed for you, although you were asleep", God struggled till blood to pray for our sakc. 1 
Sear from the devil that separates us always. 

The Church did not use any force to beat the devil other than prayer, with sweat and tears. The Church, 
her youth, and men did not conquer the hour of darkness, other than through thc prayer of Gethemenc. 
For the sake of servants God sweated. The Church was served by Saint5 and Martyrs, those that water the 
land with their tears, and stayed awake for our sake. This is the secret of the glory of our Church, mixed 
with tears and blood. God will continue to kneel praying at Gethamene in front of every servant's eycs. 
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God offered us His Body, blood, tears, prayers, and late nights in prayer. He taught us to say "According 
to Your will and not my will". It is the deepest of prayers in the midst of great tribulation, to simulate our 
will to match God's will. Not our will, but what is important is the will of God. Our Church believes in the 
one will. Some people believe that from this prayer, our Lord Jesus has two wills. The truth is not, in fact 
our Lord Jesus came to unite the will of the Church 'His Body' to the will of the Father, to unite the two 
and thus become one. 

Offering God's will is based on two things: 

1. God's love towards us is everlasting. 

2. God's power for our salvation does not end. 

Clur importance in God's eyes, the eyes that never close for one second of time. 

Fior these reasons we offer our lives in God's hands and say "Not according to our will, but Your will". 
The chalice is always standing before us. Prayers with living a life according to God's will does not raise 
the chalice from before us, but sends two angels from heaven to strengthen us. 

HE PRAYED WlTH GREATER DESIRE. 

Prayer, sweat, and tears, did God offer with greater desire. This is the feeling of someone feeling the 
responsibility till the end ... till blood, prayer is not a burden but a desire and an enjoyment. 

PETER AS A PERSON 

1. He slept during prayer and awakenkd to see his sword. Those that sleep at the time of battle in prayer, 
oppose the commandments of the Bible as a result of emotions and anger. This is the way man handles the 
situntion in a wordly manner - neglects prayer. Enters trial by himself - uses the sword then falls in bodily 
sins. 

2. He used the sword and denied God in front of a servant. He cut the ear off one of ihe soldiers. Quick- 
ly God corrected this mistake of Peter (man), and repaired the ear to its owner. Otherwise, revenge would 
have been sought from Peter. The sword is Peter's own effort. God advised him to pray lest he falls into 
tem~ptation. But Peter's faith weakened to the point of denial, swearing - Lord have mercy. 

The power in Christianity is not the power of the sword, but the power of faith and prayer. The power of 
the sword is destroyed in front of the servant, but the power of faith overcomes trials by prayer. 

3. God looked at him. In the midst of all the humiliation, God did not think of Himself, but thought of 
Peter who denied. Similarly God is always occupied for our sakes at the time of trial. When we fail to over- 
come the trial, nothing comes to our aid except the sight of God that is so full with warmth, caring, and 
strength. The exit from the trial is impossible with Peter's effort, but with God's help it turned into an easy 
problem with the grace of God. God's warmth, and His way of looking at someone with compassion and 
love, comes to us to cry bitterly (Luke 22:62). To repent and return to the bosom of God once again. 

THE CROSSING WlTH BLOOD 

The whole world has fallen into the strong hold of the enemy (the'devil). He was exiled from the Garden 
of kden to stay on earth, and work here amidst all the thorns. The Word of God that was Incarnated in a 
human body, carried the world upon His shoulder, then fought against Satan on our behalf. Till death He 
fought, then went down and resurrected all those in the tombs to the eternal life. This is the journey that 
G 4  meant, it took a different form and looks over the years, but everytime, the journey was completed 
with the shedding of blood. 
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THE WORD PASCHA 
% 

In all languages means 'the journey'. 

In Hebrew - Pecach - meaning skipover. 

In Greek - Paskha - meaning spare. 

In French - Parques - meaning exemption. 

In English - Passover 

The time of the journey started when God's people were under the power of Pharoah, the symbol of the 
devil. So God ordered Moses to take from the blood of the lamb, and paint the top of the doors and at 
steps. In that night they ate the lambon bitter herbs, with their sandals on and their sticks in their hands, 
and ate it quickly. 

The angel of death passing over, if he finds the blood upon the steps, he by-passes the house, but if he 
finds no blood at the front, then he kills the first born. 

'And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you' (Ex- 
odus 1213). And also 'For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood ... 
the Lord will pass over the door, and not allow the destroyer to come into your homes to strike you'(Ex- 
odus 12:23). Henceforth, is the emphasis in men's (Jcwish) mind for the life that he leads today is due to 
the blood shed upon the house. Thus no salvation unless there is a shedding of blood. 

"Without shedding of blood there is no remission" (Hebrews 0:22). This thought must stay with us all our 
lives, that our livcs today are nothing but a fruit (result) of God's Blood. 
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GLORIOUS PALM SUNDAY 

THE HAPPENINGS & READINGS 

The Lord Christ attended the last supper prepared for him on Saturday falling on the 9th of Nisan, 5534 
(after creation) in the village of Bethany which means house of poverty. It was the house of Simon the leper 
where Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the dead and where Mary anointed the feet of Christ with thc ex- 
pemive fragment oil and wiped them with the hair of her head as said in the Gospel of Saint John (2:l): 
'Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was ..." Obviously before the 
Passover by six days means it was Saturday. Saint John continues saying that He rose the next day plan- 
ning to publicly enter Jerusalem (John 12:12). The following day wouldihus be sunday 10th Nisan and this 
wa* the day when the Israelites took for themselves the lamb of the Passover and kept it till the 14th of this 
mohth and then sacrificed it in the evening (Exodus 121-36). 

As also the lambs of the Passover were sorted and kept for a few days in the holy city, thus the Lamb of 
God who lifts the sin of the world remained within Jerusalem going back and forth between the ~ e ' m ~ l e  
and Bethany. When the appointed time approached to fulfil1 the Redemption, He entered Jerusalem with 
great celebrations as Zechariah said: "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion! Shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the 
foal of a donkey" (Zechariah 9:9). 

Oiur Coptic Church celebrates on this day the Lord Christ's entery to Jerusalem in a kingly parade which 
the prophets of the Old Testament foretold of. This great happening was follwed by a number of events 
which our alert Church did not change but kept as memory by her readings for the benefit of the faithful 
during Passion Week. Thus the happenings of each day are a foundation of the trip of the Lord's Passion 
set here for our benefit. 

Palm Sunday Vesper Gospel (John 12:l-11): 

This passage tells of the Lord's visitation of Bethany, the whole week began in this small village away from 
hypocrisy and disobedience of the Scribes and Pharisees and where His heart was happy through Mary's 
deed when she poured the fragrant ointment on His feet. Thus the aim of the relationship is love through 
which one bears the cross which gives power to go with Christ till the end of the journey. If we live through 
this spirit (the pouring of love as ointment) the Church places before us that God forlead and poured Him- 
self on the Cross. We find the same meaning in the "Tarh" for the Feast of the Cross: "The Cross is the 
Lantern on which Our Saviour lit and He gave a pure aroma". Here the faithful meet pouring the ointment 
of love on the Saviour's feet. Our Beloved poured Himself on the Cross and gave off aromatic fragrance of 
thc! Divine Love which attracted the whole world to Him. 

PLlm Sunday Matin Gospel (Luke 19:l-10): 

This passage records fos us the Lord's passing through Jericho and His meeting with Zacchaeus. With 
this the Church alerts to quicklygrasp the opportunity of repentance (make haste and come down). In this 
gaspel also, the Lord clearly explains His aim of entering into the journey of passion which He began this 
morning:"for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:lO). 

Chapters Of The Holy Liturgy 

Today is the day of the King's entrance aiming to display His Spiritual Kingdom over our hearts thus the 
raadings are centred around this. 

1. The Pauline Epistle (Hebrews 9:ll-28): 
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"how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 

to God, purge your con~cience from dead works to serve the living God. And for [his reason He is the 
mediator of the new covenant". 

2. Catholic Epistle (1 Peter 4:l-11): 

"that he no longer should live the rest of his life in the flesh or lusts of men , but for the will of <;od ([{is 
Kingdom) so that God is glorified in everything". 

3. The Acts (Acts 28:ll-31): 

"Them Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who come to him preaching 
the Kingdom of God". 

Then the four Gospels show with all honesty the start of Christ's Kingdom and requirements of entrance 
(Matthew 21:l-17, Mark 11:l-11, Luke 9:29-48, John 12:12-19): 

#The King entered Jerusalem humbly (riding on a donkey unlike any earthly King), but people trembled 
and He was greatly feared (Spiritual Kingdom) and thus the whole city was shaken and asked who is this? 
(Matthew 21:lO). 

#And babes received Him with happiness (the heart of a baby) and they lifted their voices "Hosanna to the 
Son of David" (matthew 21:15) showing their acceptance of His Kingdom. 

#As for the closed harsh hearts full of indignant thoughts, they said: "Do you hear what these are saying?" 
(Matthew21:16). Jesus enforced the point to them and us concerning this truth that through "the mouth of 
babes and nursing infants you have perfected praise". 

#Lastly ... Jesus entered the Temple and drove from it the sin and wrong intentions and aims showing His 
rejection to those selling the gifts of the Holy Spirit (doves) pointing to His unchangeable attitude through 
which He will judge those who reject Christ's Kingdom ... He did this through His 'zeal' for His house. 

+ After the Liturgy service and communion, the readings are recited with sad tunes .... and the first of these 
readings is that of the 6th Hour of Sunday(Palm) known as the Cheral  funeral servjce. 

It is wonderfuLto notice the Holy Spirit's choice of the selected readings concerning the Resurrection 
which ended death. The first prophecy read for the whole week from Ezekiel the prophet (37:l-14) enfor- 
ces to us that life in the crucified Christ yields life of Resurrection to overconfe all sin of falling and stum- 
bling blocks even if they become very dry bones according to the prophecy filled with joy. Thus the Church 
places these words in our hearts and minds right from the beginning: "...Surely I will cause breath to enter 
into you, and you shall live. I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put 
breath in you; and you shall live ..." (Ezekiel37:l-14). 

# As for the Pauline Epistle (from 1 Corinthians 151-27) we read: "But now Christ has risen from the dead, 
and has become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep". 

# The Gospel is from John 519-29 : "Most assuredly I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live .... and comz forth those who have 
done good, to the resurrection of life ..." 

The 9th Hour of Palm Sunday. 

(1) The first prophecy is from Lamentations of Jeremiah (1:l-4): "After the captivity of Israel and desola- 
tion of Jerusalem, Jeremiah sat weeping and mourning for Jerusalem saying: 'How lonely sits the city that 
was full of people! How like a widow is she, who was great among the nations!'". 
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(2) The second prophecy is from Zephaniah 3:ll-20; " In the day I will take away from your midst those 
who rejoice in your pride and I will leave in your midst a meek and humble people, and they shall trust in 
the Name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall do no unrighteousness and speak no lies ..." 

If we had received Christ as King on the morning of this day, let us then always remember that there is 
no participation betwcn light and darkness. Christ never reigns as King in a heart which strives for sin or 
walks in two ways. To this we're alerted by the readings of this hour and as in Matthew 21:lO-17; "Thcn 
Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple ..." It Is a week 
for repentance and uprooting sins from heart (temple). 

Tht: readings of the llth hour also enforce this concept much more clearly. The Church pleads with all 
love to us not to start the Holy Passion Week while our hearts are laiden with anything evil or we might 
finish the week while gaining nothing. 

The I lthe Hour of Palm Sunday. 

(1)The first prophecy is from Isiah 48:12-22; ;I am the Lord your God, Who teaches you to profit ,Who 
lead$ you by the way you should go ... 'There is no peace,' says the Lord,'for the wicked"'. 

(2)The second prophccy is from 1:2-8 ; "God is jealous, and the Lord avenges; the Lord avenges and is 
furious on his adversaries ... The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and will not at all acquist the 
wickkd .. Who can stand before His indignation? And who can endure the fierceness of His anger?" 

This is the road to the Cross. My friends do not despise the riches of His goodness and forbearance 
(Rodnans 2:4). For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of mien (Romans 1:18). 

... And when the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Him with her sons asking that one sits on His right hand 
and the other on His left as mentioned in the Gospel of this hour (Matthew 20:20-B), the Lord Christ trans- 
formed their thoughts to an important point: "Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink ...l1 

Your cup my Lord is Your Cross ... and what is our cup except to crucify our bodies with all vanities and 
lusts. 

The Nightly Hours 

(Monday Eve of The Holy Pascha) 

The topic of this evening is the Preparation: 

(1) Preparation for participation of Christ's sufferings ... and this will not occur except through faith. 

(2) Preparation for the Lord's second coming ... the coming judgement when we will give account. This 
preparation starts from the Cross for the Cross has become a judgement to those rejecting Salvation and 
is the secret of victory for the saved: "For the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perish- 
ing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of G o d  (1 Corinthians 1:lB). 

Thus we find the five hours of this night (lst, 3rd, 6th, 9th and llth) alert us that the day of the Lord is 
nePk so that we might prepare for it ... and in i t  also the Lord begins to explain to His disciples the neces- 
sltjof the Cross as Salvation to the yiorld. 

The First Hour 

+ The prophecy is from Zephaniah 1:2-12 : "For the day of the Lord is at hand, for the Lord has prepared 
a sacrifice; He has invited His guests". 
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+ The Gospel is from John 1220-36 :"...unless an ear of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone ... And if I'm lifted pp from the earth, I will draw all peoples to Myself'. 

The Third Hour 

+ The prophecy is from Zephaniah 1:14-18 :"The great day of the Lord is near; it is near and hastens quick- 
ly" 

+ The Gospel is from Luke 9:18-22 :"But who do you say that I am?.. Peter answered and said "The Christ 
of God ... And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one ... Saying 'The Son of Man 
must suffer many things"'. 

The Sixth Hour 

+ The prophecy is from Joel 15-15 :"Into the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord 'Alas 
for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand"'. 

+ The Gospel is from Mark 10:32-34 :"And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the twelve 
aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to Him". 

The Ninth Hour 

+ The Gospel is from Mark 8:27-33 :"But who do you say that I am? Peter answered and said to Eiim 'You 
are the Christ'. Then He charged them that they should tell no one about Him. And He began to teach 
them that the Son of Man must suffer many things.." 

The Eleventh Hour 

+ The Gospel is from Matthew 17:19-23 :"So Jesus said to them 'Because of your unbelief for assuredly I 
say to you ifyou have faith as a mustard seed' . .  Jesus said to them 'The Son of Man i s  about to be betrayed 
into the hands of men..."'. 

- Lest they faint on the way ... The Lord wanted to experience His disciples faith ... and how happy His 
heart was with Peter's answer to His question that 'He is the Christ of God'.. He commanded them not to 
tell anyone of this for at present He is satisfied to know about His disciples faith in Him so that they may 
ascend before the Passions of the Cross ... and every moment the Church wants to know about the faith of 
her children. Thus at the end of every meeting the Priest calls out "PE-EICHRESTOS PENNOTE (Christ 
our God) and the congregation respond "AMEN ES E-SHO-PE (Amen Let it be). With this the Church's 
heart is satisfied concerning the faith and dismisses the congregation which leave to face the worldly cros- 
ses while engulfed with power of God the Christ. 

May our crucified God give us the Spirit of meditation and open our minds and hearts to know, under- 
stand and live with the readings of this day which are full of riches. Lct us humbly search the verses so that 
the Spirit reveals to us nice meanings and clarify to us the goodne5s and relationships between !he happen- 
ings and readings. Consequently let us truly know that our Coptic Church, the Bride of Christ, is wise in 
preparing her readings and prayers for the benefit of the faithful. 

NOTE:. The 9th and 11th hours of Palm Sunday are delayed till evening not after the mass but just prior 
to the 1st hour of Monday Eve. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

THE RITE AND ORDER OF THE BLESSED PALM 
SUNDAY 

All the Christians begin by picking palm leaves and olive-oil branches and decorate them in'memory of 
what the people of Jerusalem did when they received the Lord Christ while entering the city. These 
branches are made in a shape of crosses and decorated with candals. The Priests and deacons journey to 
the patriarchate to bring the Patriarch or Bishop to the Church ceremonically singing "Evlogemenos". 

VESPER PRAISES 

The Psalms of the Ninth Hour Prayer, Sunset Hour Prayer, and Prayer Before Sleeping are prayed fol- 
lowed by Psalm 116 "Ne Ethnos Teero" with its charactistic tune. Following this the fourth "Hous" and palm 
"Epsaleya" (Arepsalean) with a joyous "Watos" tune then the Tzakcya, Sheratt, and thus ending uil h the 
Theotokiat "Watos" Conclusion. 

VESPERS (RAISING OF EVENING INCENSE) 
k 

The Priest raises the insense as usual and then says the Litany of the 
a 

ADOXOLOGY FOR PALM SUNDAY VESPERS & MAT1 

Arepsaleen khen osoway khen o-esame ensalpen- 
glms, khen o-e-ho-o en-ne et-en shay, je o-ah sah- 
ne en-thos. 

W-et hemse hijen ne Sherobeam, aftalof e-o-e-o, 
af~shea ekhon e-ye-rosaleem, o-pe pai nesh-te en 
the-veyo. 

Kata ef-re-te etaf-gos, enje daveed khen pe epsal- 
mm, je efesmaroot enje fe-eth-neyo, khen efran em 
epshoic ente ne gom. 

Pa-lean o-naf-go emos, je evol khen to-ow enhan 
ko-je, en alo-owe nem ne eth-o-em et-she, enthok 
ahseb-te pe-esmo. 

To-te af-gok evol em-pe sa-je, enle daveed pe ep- 
ntvmato foro, je evol khen ro-oo enhan ko-je enalo- 
we, em-pie ree-te ef-go emos 

Se hos erof khen o-neh-se, an-je fay pe em- 
manoeel, osana khen nc etshose, fay pe eporo em- 
pes-ra-eel. 

h e - o w e  em epshois ennc she-re ente evnote, ane- 
awe em epshois en-o-ow ncm otayo, eslelowe evol 
em pen-o-te, khen han zoksologia en esmo. 

Trumpet at the start of the month, with sounds of 
trumpet, at your feasts days, for its God's order. 

He who sits on the Sherobeam, rode on. a donkey, 
arrived at Jerusalem, what great humbleness this is? 

As David said in the Psalm, blessed is He who 
comes, in the name of the Lord of hosts. 

He also said, that from the mouth, of small babes. 
you have prepared praise. 

Then Davids saying was fulfilled, who is attired 
with the Spirit, thus saying that from, the mouth of 
small babes. 

And we praise him saying, this is Emmanuel, 
hosana in the highcsl, this is the King of Israel. 

Give the Lord o sons of God, give the Lord glory 
and honour, singing to our God, with praises of 
blessing. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

PALM SUNDAY - Rite and Order 2.6 - ( 17 ) 
Enthok evnote efer shav-nak, enje pe-go khen You God are worthy, of praise in Zion, and repay- 

seyon, nem yerosaleem ,ev-c-te-nak, cnhan ev-shc ments are offercd to You, in Jerusalem forever. 
sha ne-e-on. 

Osana khen ne-etshose, fay pe eporo empes-ra- Ilosana in the highest, this is the king of Israel, 
eel, ef-es maroot enje fe-eth-neyo, khen efran cm- blesses is He who conies in the name, of the Lord 
epshois ente ne gom. of hosts. 

Ten-hos erof ten-te o-onaf, tener ho-ow etshese We praise and glorify him, and exalt him greatly, 
emof, hos aghathos o-woli em-mai ro-me, nai nan as good and lover of mankind, have mercy accord- 
kata pek-nesh-te en-nai. ing lo your great mercy. 

A SECOND DOXOLOGY 
(FOR VESPERS & MATINS - PALM SUNDAY) 

Dawed ghar pe hemno-dous, owoh eporo empes- 
ra-eel, af-go em-ep tayo em pie-nesh-te enshay, em 
pie-re-tee cf-go enios. 

Je evol khen ro-o en han-ko-jee, en ale-o-we nem 
ne-eth-o-em etshe, en- thok akseb-te pe esmo, kata 
pet ehnak epsliois 

. Eskhe-ot on emper er- ho-te, o-et she-re en seyon, 
hep-pe ghar pe-oro ef-neyo nc, eftal-you1 ejcn o-secj. 

0 -pe  pay-neesh-te en- the vcyo, fc etaf-ayf cnje 
pensoteer, etaf-she ckhoon e-yorsa-leem, ctaf alef c- 
o-e-oo. 

Em-foo ghar av-gok evol, enje nay ep-ro-fe-teya- 
han-o-on av-etshe en han-vay, nem han eklados ente 
han goint. 

Han kek-o-ne-av-forsh en-no eh-vos, he-pe moyt 
em pef em-tho, ne ale-o-we av-oush evol, je osana ep 
she-ree en Daveed. 

Osana khen ne-etshose, fay pe eporo empes-ra-eel, 
ef-es maroot enje fe-eth-neyo, khen efran em-cpshois 
ente ne gom. 

Ten-hos erof ten-te o-onaf, tener ho-ow etshese 
emof, hos aghathos o-woh em-mai ro-me, nai nan 
kata pek-nesh-te en-nai. 

David tlic psalter, and king of Israel, spoke with 
glory of this, great feast saying. 

That from the mouths, of small babes and suck- 
lings, You have prepared praise, through Your 
will 0 Lord. 

Also it is written, don't be afraid 0 daughter of 
Zion, your King will come, riding on a donkey. 

What great humbleness, that our Saviour did, 
when he entered Jerusalem riding on an ass. 

This day i t  has been fulfilled, the prophecies 
some took palms, and some olive branches. 

Others laid their e!oths, on the ground bcfore 
him, and the children cried saying, hosana to thc 
son of David. 

Hosana in the highest, this is the king of Israel, 
blesses is He who comes in the name, of the Lord 
of hosts. 

We praise and glorify him, and exalt him greatly, 
asgood and lover of mankind, have mercy accord- 
ing to your great mercy. 

At the end they say "We Magnify You 0 Mother Of The True Light" and the Creed. 

The Priest says "Evnote nay nan" while holding the Cross decorated with palms, 
flowers and candles. Aftenvards the congregation sing "Amen Keryalayson" then 
the following Palm Hymn. 
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PALM HYMN 

EvEo-ge menos o-er-kho menos, en-o-no matee Blessesd is He that comes in the name of the 
ke-reyoo, pa-lean en-o-no matee ke-reyoo. Lord and also in the name of the Lord. 

Osana to eyo daveed, pa-lean to eyo daveed Hosanna to the son of David and also to the son 
of David. 

O s a ~ a  en-tees ep sees-tees, pa-lean en-tees ep Hosanna in the highest and also in the highe51. 
sees-tees 

Osana vasee-leato Isra-eel, pa-lean vasee-lea-to Hosanna to the king of Israel and also to I he king 
Isra-eel. of Israel. 

Ale-lo-ia, ale-lo-ia ale-10-ia, pe-o-fa pen-o-te Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia, glory to our God and 
pe, pa-lean pe-o-fa pen- o-te pe. also glory to our God. 

Then they say the following in Vespers and Matins before "El-Tarh (Commentary). 

Osana khen ne-etsh ose, fay pe eporo empes- Hosanna in the highest, this is the King of Israel, 
ra-eel, ef-es maroot enje fe-eth-neyo, khen efran blessed is He who comes in the name, of the Lord 
em apshoic ente ne gom. of hosts. 

THE COMMENTARY 

m e  cointwtfary of tlte blessed Pal111 Swrday tmy  its bkssirtgs be wilh 11s all - Anrert 

Rise to the high mountains, 0 preacher of Zion. Raise your voices with might and preach to Jerusalem, 
and say unto the cities of Judah: Behold your King comes, with His gift in hand, as a shepherd who tends 
his sheep and with his hands he gathers his sheep. Beautify your gates, for the Son of God is coming. With 
purity and peace He will save you. He is He to whom all your inhabitants come with joy, proclaiming"Hosan- 
na to the Son of David. And when He had approached near the house of Bethphage at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of His desciples, saying: "Go to this town, and you will find an ass and its newborn. Undo 
their reigns and bring them to me. If any one asks you any question, say that the Lord is in need of them". 
So when the two disciples approached the place which Jesus had indicated, they found the ass and the 
donkey tied up. The untied them and brought them to Jesus so that it may be fulfilled what was spoken by 
the prophet: "Say unto thc daughter of Zion, 'Behold your King approaches, riding on a donkey"'. How 
wonderful is this miracle! He who sits on the Throne of Heaven has ridden on a donkey as planned. He is 
seated on the earth, and yet heaven is at His disposal. Sitting in His Father's bossom and present in 
Jerusalem. The children of the Hebrews had spread out thir garments before Him, and the Cherubim hide 
their faces with their wings, praising Him with unceasing lips, saying: "The glory of God was blessed in Zion, 
His holy mountain". And the people were praising Him saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is 
the Lord Jesus Christ who came to save us". Glory be to Him. 

ALSO ANOTHER COMMENTARY 

77te Fornrrterttay oftlte blessed Pa111t Swrday rttay its blessirtgs be wilh u s  all - A~irerr 

When Jesus approached the valley of the Mount of Olives, on the way to Jerusalem, all the disciples began 
to pr,aise God with a mighty voice because of the wonders which they had seen, crying' Hosanna to the Son 
of David, Hosanna in the highest, truley this is the King of the Jews'. In the afternoon, when the crowd which 
had come for the feast had heard that Jesus was to enter Jerusalem, they held palm leaves and went to greet 
Him, crying 'Hosanna 0 Son of Daivd'. The Hebrew crowd went before Him and spread their garments 
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on the path which Jesus was to cross. Others cut the branches and joyfully spread them on the path. People 
travelling before Him and those behind Him were crying aloud saying: 'Hosanna to the Son of David, be 
joyful 0 daughter of Zion, for you King has come in glory, honour and splendour, riding on a donkey'. And 
those walking before Him were proclaiming 'Hosanna to the Son of David, Blessed is the King who comes 
in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest, this is the King of Israel'. He proceeds from the tribe of 
Jesse and blosoms as a flower, and the Holy Spirit dwells upon Him - The Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of 
might, the Spirit of understanding and knowledge and the Spirit of worship. The Spirit also fills Him with 
fear of God. 0 what wonder, He who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim is worshiped by them. 
They hide their faces because of His Divinity. He willingly rode on a donkey as planned for our salvation. 
In heaven, they worship You, and on earth they glorify You, prclaiming 'Hosanna 0 Son of David, Hosan- 
na in the highest, this is the King of Israel, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord of hosts'. Glory 
be to His majesty forever. Amen. 

The Litany of the Gospels is prayed and the Psalm is sung with a "Yearly Tune" 
and then the Psalm and Gospel are read. 

Sfartd up in flte fear of God, and listen to the Holy Gospel. A cltapfer of the Holy Gospel accordirtg to Sairt~ 
Johrt the Evartgelist, Aposfle artdptrre Disciyle, ntay his biessirtgs be wiflt tis aNAnten. 

From the Psalms of our tcaclter David tl~epropltel and king, Inay his blcs.rirtgs be wifh tu allAtncrt. 

YSA 118:26-27 

26 Blessed {is) he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed you from the 
house of the Lord. 27 God {is} the Lord, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice 
with cords to the horns of the altar. 

JOHN 12:l-11 

1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany; where Lazarus was who 
had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; 
and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then 
Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 
His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 4 Then one 
of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's {son), who would betray Him, said, 5 "Why was 
this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6This he said, 
not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and 
he used to take what was put in it. 7 Then Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this 
for the day of My burial. 12:8 "For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do 
not have always." 9 Then a great marry of the Jews knew that He was there; and they 
came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised 
from the dead. 10 But the chief priests took counsel that they might also put Lazarus to 
death, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 

Glory be to God forctwAntert. 
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GOSPELS RESPONSE 

Shere Lazaros fe-et-af toon-osf, men-en-sa Hail to Lazarus, who was raised after four days, 
eftm en-eh-ow-o, mato- nos pa-heat panote ep- raise my heart 0 my Lord Jesus, for You have killed 
shois, fe etaf-kho eth-vef enje pe-pet-ho-WO. evil. 

The prayers are continued as usual and if there is present an icon of Jesus' entry 
into Jerusalem, then they go to it and say the Palm Hymn and the following creed: 

Rashe o-nouf seyon te-vakee, etshe er-o-ot 
owoh the-leal, hep-pe ghar pe-o-ro ef-neyo, ef- 
tal-epot ejen o-seej, ev-hos kha-gof enje ne-ale- 
owee, je osana khen ne-et-shosee, fay pe eporo 
em-bes-ra-eel. 

ZOKSAPATRI .... 

Etafee enje penshois esoa pe-ekhres-tos, eti- 
va-ke ente yerosa-leam, egok evol en-ne eghra- 
fe, ente no sotb em epro-fee-teas, ani-ale-owe 
e-fai en-han-vay, je osana.... 

KE-NEEN.... 

Ah-an-on forsh en-no-eh vos, he-jen pe-moit 
em-pef emtho, hina entef moshe e-eh-re ego- 
ow, mje esos pe-na-ekso-reos, ere han koje 
oush evol, je osana. ... 

KEbNEEN.... 

Tote es-gok evol emfo, enje te-nesh-te em ep- 
ro-fe-teya, je evol khen ro-wo en han koje en- 
alo-owe, enthok akseb-te pe esmo, ev-oush evol 
enje he ale- o-we, je osana.... 

KE-NEEN.... 

Tote afgos enje David, khen epgom ente nc 
epsalmos, je ef-es-maroot enje fe-eth-neyo, 
khen efran em epshois evnote, ere neale-owe 
hos erof, je osana.... 

KE-NEEN.... 

Etaf-e enje esos ekhon eyorosa-Ieam, te-vake 
teers esh-thor-tear, cth-ve ne-meash et-kote 
erof, ere ne ale-owe oush evol, je osana.... 

KE-HEEN.... 

Be happy and joyous 0 city of Zion for your King 
will come riding on a donkey, and the children will 
praise before Him saying, Hosanna in the highest, 
this is the King of Israel. 

GLORY .... 

When our Lord Jesus Christ came to the city of 
Jerusalem, the books of the chosen prophets 
were(fulfil1ed. The children lifted palms saying, 
hosanna .... 

NOW AND FOREVER .... 

Some laid their garments on the path before Him 
so that Jesus of Nazareth may Rass aver it. The 
youngsters cried saying: hosanna .... 

NOW AND FOREVER .... 

Then today the great prophecy was fulfilled. 
From the mouths af small children you prepared 
praise. The youngsters cried saying: hosanna .... 

NOW AND FOREVER .... 

Then David said in the book of Psalms, blessed is 
He that comes in the name of the Lord, the God, 
and the children praised saying: hosanna .... 

NOW AND FOREVER .... 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
shaken from the multitudes surrounding Him and 
the children screaming, hosanna .... 

NOW AND FOREVER .... 
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Tote ne-yodie enan-omos, av-moh khen o- Then the opposing Jews were filled with great 

nesh-te en khos, pe go-wo empenshos esos, je jealousy and said to the Lord Jesus stop these from 
maro kharoo khen nay-oush, enje ne ko-je en- their crying and the small children said, hosanna .... 
ale-owe, je osana.... 

KE-NEEN .... NOW AND FOREVER .... 
Pe-je esos en-ne-eyodie, je eshop av-shan So Jesus said to the Jews, if these youngsters keep 

kharoo, ente ne-ko-je en-ale-owe, shav-oush quiet then the rocks will scream and praise Me saying, 
evol enje ne ounee, o-woh ento-hos eroy, je hosanna .... 
osana .... 

KE-NEEN .... NOW AND FOREVER .... 

Then the priest concludes the prayers with the blessings and dismisses the people 
to leave. 

MIDNIGHT PRAYER & PRAISES 

The Christians come to the Church and start with the Midnight Prayers (The Three Services) then they 
say the big psalms (Alleluia) with the known tune (Which is said during the Month of Keiahk) and the ep- 
saleyat of the four hous's are said before it. 

A - Epsaleya "Adam" for the first hous "Trumpet at the start of each month ...." (Aresalpezeen em mean- 
nie khen o-so-way, o-woh are-epsa-lean, em-foo khen net-en-shay ....). 

B - Epsaleya "Adam" for the second hous, "Come let us praise a new praise ...." (Amoinee maren-hos, khen 
o-hos em-veree, e-pen-nseb pekhrestos, fe-et-eeree en-han esh-fe-ree ....). 

C - Epsaleya "Adam" for the third hous, "Trumpet at the start of each month ...."( Aresalpezeen, ennee- 
omeaia, khen o-sal-pen-gean, aja-te an-omenia ....). 

D - Epsaleya "Watos" for the commomeration of Saints (El-Magmaa), "Come all you believers ...." (Amoi- 
nee teero o-ne pes-t'os, enten te-o-WO en esos pe-ekhrestos, nem alo-o-we ....). 

E - Epsaleya "Adam" for the fourth hous, "Come all you believers to glorify Christ with the Hebrew 
children .... "(Amoi-nee o-ne-pes-tos, ente te-o-wo em pekhrestos ....). 

Then the Tzakeya for Sunday (found in the Epsalmodeya) is said and the Praises are completed as usual. 
It is concluded by the Priest with the Absolution of the Priests for the Midnight Prayer. 

RAISING OF INCENSE 'MATIN' 

The Morning Prayer Psalms are prayed then the Priest opens the Sanctuary and prays the Thanksgiving 
Prayer. Then the Litanies of the Sick and Oblations are prayed and the congregation say The Gloria and 
Palm Doxology and the appropriate Hymns and after the Creed the Priest lifts up the decorated Cross (with 
palm leaves and olive branches as the children of Hebrews did) and says "Evnote nay nan" (Have mercy 
on us") with the long tune. A 

At the end of this, the congregation say "Keryalayson" with the cymbols and then circle the Sanctuary 
three times and then stand before it saying the palm hymn and the El-tarh (Commentry). 
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PROCESSION OF PALM SUNDAY 
AND THE HOLY CROSS 

The priest raises incense before the Sanctuary and the icons and they go around the Church before Saints 
icons and say the chapters relevant to the Procession. 

This Procession is performed three times a year, twice in the feast of the Cross and once in the 'Matin' of 
Palm $unday as a memory to the believers that as Christ carried the Cross, also the Saints carried the Cross 
in the& Iives until they were crowned with crowns of victory and as they suffered with their beloved, they 
were dlso glorified with Him. 

(1)BEFORE THE MAIN SANCTUARY 

Fforil the Psalrns of our teacher David the prophet and kirrg, nray his blessings be with us all Anten. 

PSA 104:4,138:1,2 

4 Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire. I will praise You with my 
whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.1 will worship toward Your holy 
temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have 
magnified Your word above all Your name. 

JOHN 1:44-52 

(44) Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. (45) Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also 
the prophets, wrote -- Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (46) And Nathanael said 
tp him. "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 
(47) Jesus saw Natlhanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, ant Israelite in- 
deed, in whom is no guile!" (48) Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus 
ansnered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, 
I saw you." (49) Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!" (50) ~ e s u s  answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 
'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these." 
(51) And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

Gloty be to God foreverAmetr. 

TM& ~ I P < ) N D  WTTR THE F O L ~ N C  

Pe+fto en-zo-oun en oso-matos, et-fay kha The four immortal creatures, lifting the chariot of, 
pe W-ma 6 t e  evno-te, o-wah em-mohe nem the face of a lion and the facc of a bull, the face of a 

- o-wali em-masee, o-wab tn-ro-me nem o-oho human and the face of an eagle. 
ea-a-te-tos. 
THEN THEY CONTINUE WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Osana khen ne-etshose, fay pe eporo Hosanna in the heighest this is the king of Israel, 
empcs-ra-eel, ef-es marmt enje fe-eth- neyo, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord of 

h khenefran em epshois ente ne mm. hosts. 
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(2)BEFORE THE ICON O f  SAINT MARY 

Fro171 flre Psalr?ts of orir feaclrer David flieyropl~er arid king, rrray his blessirigs be wit11 its all Attrer;. 

PSA 87:3,5,7 

3 Glorious things are spoken of you, 0 city of God! Selah 5 And of Zion it will be said, 
'This {one} and that {one) were born in her; And the Most High Himself shall estab- 
lish her." 7 Both the singers and the players on instruments {say), "All my springs {are) 
in you." 

LUKE 1 :39-56 

From the Gospel of our leacher Sairrt Luke, rnay Iris blessirtgs be with us all Ar~rerr 

(39) Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of 
Judah, (40) and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. (41) And it hap- 
pened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. (42) Then she spoke out with a loud voice 
and said, "Blessed {are) you among women, and blessed {is) the fruit of your womb! 
(43) "But why {is) this {granted) to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
(44) "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy. (45) "Blessed {is) she who believed, for there will be a ful- 
fillment of those things which were told her from the Lord." (46) And Mary said: "My 
soul magnifies the Lord, (47) and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Sa~ior. (48) For He 
has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth ail generations 
will call me blessed. (49) For He who is mighty has done great things for me, an4 holy 
{is) His name. (50) And His mercy {is} on those who fear Him from generation to 
generation. (51) He has shown strength with His arm; he has scattered {the} proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. (52) He has put down the mighty from {their) thrones, 
and exalted {the) lowly. (53) He has filled {the) hungry with good things, and {the) rich 
He has sent away empty. (54) He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of 
mercy, (55) As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever." (56 
Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her house. 

Gloy be fo God forever Attrbr. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 
Ten-et-she-se emmo khen o-em-ep-sha, nem We exalt you with worthiness, with Elkabeth your 

elesa-vet te-sen-ge-ness, je tes-ma-root entho cousin, saying blessed are you among women, and 
khen ne hey-o-me, ef-esmaroot enje ep-o-tah blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
ente te-neje. 

Osana khen ne-etshose, fay pe eporo Hosanna in the heighest this is the king of Israel, 
empes-ra-eel, ef-es maroot enje fe-cth- neyo, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord of 
khen efran em epshois ente ne gom.. hosts.. 
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(3)bEFORE THE ICON OF ARCHANGLE GABRIEL 

Fmrt the Psalrits ojour teacher David Ureprophet and king nray his blessirtgs be with us allAmm. 

PSA 347.9 

7 The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, And delivers them. 8 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord {is) good; Blessed {is) the man {who) trusts in Him! 

From the Gospel of our teacher Saint Luke, may his blessings be with rrs allA~rrert 

LUKE 126-38 

(26) Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, (27) to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
Dawid. The virgin's name {was) Mary. (28) And having come in, the angel said to her, 
"Rejoice, highly favored {one), the Lord {is) with you; blessed {are) you among 
women!" (29) But when she saw {him), she was troubled at his saying, and considered 
what manner of greeting this was. (30) Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. (31) "And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. (32) "He will be great, and 
will be called the San of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David. (33) "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end." (34) Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since 
I do not know a man?" (35) And the angel answered and said to her, "{The) Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, 
that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. (36) "Now indeed, 
Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth 
month for her who was called barren. (37) "For with God nothing will be impossible." 
(38) Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to 
your word." And the angel departed from her. 

Gloy be fo God fonvcr Anterr. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Ghab-re-reel pe angelos, afnav erof enje Gabriel the angel, whom Daniel saw, standing on 
dahe-eel, af-ohe eralf he-jen nef-faat, he-jen his feet, on the bank of the river. 
nen-es fo-too em-fe-aro. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(4)BEFORE THE ICON OF ARCHANGEL MlKHAlL 

-FFOIII the Psalms of our teacher David the prophet and kirrg, rnajt his bhlcsirrgs be widr 11s allAnre~r. 
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PSALMS 103-20-21 

20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do His word, Heeding the 
voice of His word. 21 Bless the Lord, all {you} His hosts, {You) ministers of His, who 
do His pleasure. 

Frmn the Gospel of our teacher Saint Matthew, titay Itis blessings be witlt us all Anwn 

(Matthew 13:44-53 ) 

(44) "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (45) 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, (46) "who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
(47) "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and 
gathered some of every kind, (48) "which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they 
sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. (49) "So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the 
just, (50) "and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth." (51) Jesus said to them, "Have you understood all these things?" They said to 
Him, "Yes, Lord." (52) Then He said to them, "Therefore every scribe instructed con- 
cerning the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure 
{things) new and old." (53) Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, 
that He departed from there. 

Glory be to God foreverAniert. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Me-kha-ee ep-ar-khon nan-ne-fe-owe, en-thof Mikhail the chief of the heavenly, he is the first in 
et-oy en-shorp, khen netak-sees en ange-lee- the order, of the angels, serving before the Lord. 
kon,'ef-shem-she em-pe-emtho em epshois. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(5)BEFORE THE ICON OF SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST 

Fmn the Psalr?rs of our teacher Duvid tlg propltet and king, rttuy Iiis blessirtgs be with us all Anten. 

PSA 68:ll,l2 

11 The Lord gave the word; Great {was) the cbmpany of those who proclaimed {it): 12 
"Kings of armies flee, they flee, and she who remains at home divides the spoil. Alleluia. 

Front the Gospel of our teacher Saitlt Luke, rrmy his blessings be witlt us all Atnett 
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LUKE 10:l-l2 

(1) After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent thcm two by two 
before Wis face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. (2) Then. 
He said to them, 'The harvest truly {is) great, but the laborers {are) few; therefore pray 
the ;lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. (3) "Go your way; behold, 
I send you out as lambs among wolves. (4) "Carry neither money bag, sack, nor sandals; 
and greet no one along the road. (S) "But whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to 

this house.' (6) " h d  if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will 
return to you. (7) "And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as 
they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house. (8) 
"Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. (9) 
" M d  heal the sick (who are) there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come 
near to you.' (10) "But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into 
its streets and say, (11) 'The very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe off against 
you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near you,' (12) "But 1 
say to you that it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city. 

Glaq, be to God foreverhen. 

THEY RESPOYD-WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Markos pc-apskolos, o-wob pe-W ange-les- Mark the apostle, and the evangelist, the witnesser 
tee$, pc-me&-rea kha ne em-kavh, cnte pe of suffering, of the only God. 
rnoaa-ge-nees en-no-te. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(6)BEFORE THE ICON OF THE A m T L E S  

Fiom the Psalrns of our leacher David the prophet and king niay his blessings be with us a i 9 h e ~ z ,  

PSALMS 1994 

3 {There is) no speech nor language {Where) their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has 
gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the world In them He has 
set a tabernacle for the sun, 

From the Gospel of our teacher Saint Maftfiew, mmoy his blessings be with us all Anett 

(Matthew 10:l-8 ) 

(1) And when He had called His twelve disciples to.{Him), He gave them power {over) 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of dis- 
ease. (2) Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Sirnon, who is called 
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Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the {son) of Zebedee, and John his brother; (3) 
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the {son) of 
Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; (4) Simon the Canamite, and 
Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. (5 )  These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded 
them, saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the 
Samaritans. (6) "But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (7) "And as you 
go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' (8) "Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

Glory be to God foreverAntert. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 
Esos pekhrestos af-o-orb em-mo-ten, o-pe Jesus Christ sent you, 0 twelve Apostles to preach 

meat esnav en apostolos, ete ten-he-oish khen the nations, and make them christians. 
ne ethnos, ere ten-ay-to en ekh-rees-teya-nos. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(7)BEFORE THE ICON OF SAINT GEORGE THE MARTYR (OR ANY OTHER 
MARTYR) 

From the Psalr?ts of our teacher David the prophet arrd king, rmy Iris blessitlgs be witit us aNAnrerr. 

PSALMS 9211-12 

11 Light is sown for the righteous, And gladness for the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the Lord, you 
righteous, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name. 

Front tire Gospel of our teacher Saint Luke, nruy his Blessbtgs be witit us allAnten 

(Luke 21:12-19 ) 

(12) "But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute {you), 
delivering {you) up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and rulers for My name's sake. (13) "But it will turn out for you as an occasion for tes- 
timony. (14) 'Therefore settle {it) in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what 
you will answer; (15) "for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries 
will not be able to contradict or resist. (16) "You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, relatives and friends; and they will send {some) of you to {your) death. (17) 
"And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. (18) "But not a hair of your head shall 
be lost. (19) "In your patience possess your souls. 

Glory be to God fon?verAnrert. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 
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Shahhf en-rom-pe af-goko evol, enje Fe eth-o- Seven years he completed, Saint George, and 
wab ge-war-geios, ere pe ewe enoro en-a-no- seventy opposing kings, ruling over him every day. 
mos, ev-te-hab erof emme-ne. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(8)BEFORE THE ICON OF SAINT ANTHONY (OR ANY OTHER SAINT) 

Front the Psalrm of our feaclrer David llrepropl~el and kiitg, nrql his blessii~gs be with us all Artten. 

PSALMS 68:M ,353 

34 Ascribe strength to God; His excellence {is) over Israel, And His strength (is) in the clouds. 

35 0 God, {You are) more awesome than Your holy places. The  God  of Israel {is} H e  
whlo gives strength and power to  (His) people. Blessed {be} Cod! 3 But let the righteous 
be  glad; Let them rejoice before God; Yes, let them rejoice exceedingly. 

Fmn the Gospel of otirteoclier Saiitl Mattltew, inay his blessiirgs be with 11s aNAnren 

(Mat thew 1624-28 ) 

(24) Then Jesus said to  His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. (25) "For whoever desires to save his life 
will lose it, and whoeve; loses his life for My sake will find it. (26) "For what is a man 
profited if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? O r  what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? (27) "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and then H e  will reward each according to his works. (28) "Assuredly, I 
sav to  you, there are  some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son 
of Man coming in His kingdom." 

Glory be to God forever Aineir. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Vol etrol khen ne-ten-heat, enne-mok-rnek Unbind from your hearts, the thoughts of evil, 
eate te-ka-keya, nem ne-mev-e et-sheb-shob, and the false assumptions, that darken the mind. 
et e-re em-pe-nos en-ka-ke. 

OSANA .... . H0SANN.L..  

(B)BEFORE THE NORTHERN DOOR 

Froin rlre Psalm of our tcaclrer David tkcpropltet artd kbig, n1q9 his hlrs.rir~gs be with rrs all Aiireir. 
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PSALMS W.1 

1 How lovely {is) Your tabernacle, 0 Lord of hosts! From the Gospel of our teacher 
Saint Luke, may his blessings be with us all Amen 

From the Gospel of our teacher Saint Luke, may Itis blessirtgs be with 11s allAmen 

(Luke 132330 ) 

(23) Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?" And He said to them, 
(24) "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. (25) "When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, 'lord, Lord, open 
for us,' and He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know you, where you are from,' (26) 
"then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our 
streets.' (27) "But He will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from Depart 
from Me, all you workers of iniquity.' (28) 'There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
when you see Abraham and lsaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
and yourselves thrust out. (29) 'They will come from the east and the west, from the 
north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. (30) "And indeed there are 
last who will be first, and there are first who will be last." 

Glory be to God forever Anierr. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Akshan-e khen' tek-mah esnav-te, empar-o- When you come in your kecond appearance, 
seya et-oy en-hou-te, em-pen ethren so-tern which is awesome, we shall not fearly hear, that I 
khen o-es-ter-ter, je te-so-oon em-mo-ten-an. don't know you. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(10)BEFORE THE LAKAAN (WASHING OF THE FEET) 

Fmtt tlre Psalrrts of our teacher Darid tltepropltet and kirtg, ntay his blessi~igs be witit tts all Amen. 

PSAtMS 29:3,4 (1st) 

3 The voice of the Lord {is) over the waters; The God of glory thunders; The L o ~ d  {is) 
over many waters. 4 The voice of the Lord {is) powerful; The voice of the Lord {is) full 
of majesty. From the Gospel of our teacher Saint Matthew, may his blessings be with us 
all Amen 

Fm~r the Gospel of our teaclter Saint Matthew, may his blessirrgs be wit11 iu all Amen 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 
- 

PROCESSION OF THE HOLY CROSS - 3.9 - (30 ) 
(Matthew 3:13-l7 ) 

(13) Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. (14) 
And John {tried to} prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and are 
You coming to me?" (15) But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit {it to be so) now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil1 all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. (16) Then 
Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up immediately from the water; and behold, 
the heavens were opened to Him, and He  saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him, (17) And suddenly a voice {came) from heaven, saying, 'This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Glory be to God foreverAnren. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 

Af-er meth-re enje yo-an-nes, khen pe-er-to Johfi witnessed, in the four Gospels I baptized my 
en-ev ange-leyson, je ay-te-oms em pa-so-teer, Saviour, in the Jordan river. 
khen ne-mo-o ente pe-orda-nees. 

(TSANA .... HOSANNA ... 

(1I)BEFORE THE SOUTHERN DOOR 

From the Psafurs of oirr /eacher Darid lkcpropltet and king, may his hlessirrgs be with 11s aNAnre~t. 

PSALMS 1 l8:19-20 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, {And) I will praise 
the Lord. 20 This is the gate of the Lord, Through which the righteous shall enter. 

Fmtrr the Gospel of our teacher Saittt Matthew, may Iris blessitrgs be witlr us aflA~rten 

(Matthew 21:l-11) 

(1) Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, (2) saying to them, "Go into the village opposite 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose {them) and 
bring (them) to Me. (3) "And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord 
has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." (4) All this was done that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: ( 5 )  'Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Be- 
hold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.' " (6) So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. (7) They brought 
the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set {Him) on them. (8) And a 
very great multitude spread their garments on the road; others cut down branches from 
the trees and spread {them) on the road. (9) Then the multitudes who went before and 
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those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!' Hosanna in the highest!" (10) And when He had come 
into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?" (11) So the multitudes said, 
'This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee." 

Glory be to God foreverAtnen. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 
Fe-et hem-se he-jen ne sherobeam, he-jen He who sits on the Cherobim, on the throne of 

pe eth-ro-nos ente pef-0-0, af-she ekhon yer- S His glory, entered Jerusalem, what great humble- 
sa-lem, o-pe pie-nesh-te en-the-veyo. ness? 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 

(12)BEFORE THE ICON OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Front the Psalt?ts of our leacher David the prophet and king may his blessittgs be with us all Anterr. 

PSALMS 52:8 

8 But I {am} like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy of God 
forever and ever. 

From the Gospel of olrr teacher Saint Luke, ritoy his blessirrgs be with us all Amen 

(Luke 728-35 ) 

(28) "For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than 
John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." (29) And 
when all the people heard {Him), even the tax collectors justified God, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John. (30) But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the coun- 
sel of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him. (31) And the Lord said, 'To 
what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and what are they like? (32) 'They are 
like children sittingin the marketplace and calling to one another, saying: 'We played 
the flute for you, and you did not dance; we mourned to you, and you did not weep.' (33) 
"For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has 
a demon.' (34) 'The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'look, a 
glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' (35) "But wisdom is jus- 
tified by all her children." 

Glory be ro God forever Atrtett. 

THEY RESPOND WITH THE FOLLOWING 
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Em-pe-oon tonf khen ne-jin-me-se, ente ne- There is none among born of women, who 

heyo me-ef-onee emmok, enthok o-nesh-te resembles you, you are great among saints, o Saint 
khen ne eth-o-wab teero, yo-an-nes pe-ref-te- John the baptist. 

OSANA .... HOSANNA .... 
Afbr the Procession Is completed, the Priest prays the Litany of the Gospel and the Psalm and Gospel 

are -d. 

EARLY MORNING GOSPEL 

From the Psalm of our teaclier David the prophet and king, may his blessirtgs be with 11s allAnieri. 

PSALM 68:19,35 

19 Blessed {be) the Lord, {Who} daily loads us {with benefits), The God of our salva- 
tion! Selah 35 8 God, (You are) more awesome than Your holy places. The God of Is- 
rael {is) He who gives strength and power to {His) people. Blessed {be} God! 

Front the Gospel of oiir (eaclter Saint Luke, may his blessitrgs be will1 14s aNAmm 

(Luke 19:l-10 ) 

(1) Then (Jesus) entered and passed through Jericho. (2) Now behold, {there was) a 
main named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. (3) And he sought 
to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. (4) 
So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to 
pass that (way). (5) And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and 
said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay gt your house." 
(6) So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. (7) But when they saw 
{it), they all murmured, saying, "He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner." 
(8) Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to 
the poor; and if 1 have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore four- 
fold." (9 )  And Jesus said to him, 'Today salvation has come to this house, because he 
also is a son of Abraham; (10) "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost." 

Glory be to God forever Antert. 

At the end of the Gospel, they respond with the following: 

Eit-fashe en-ne he-par-khonta, pe-je zak-ke- So Zaccaeus said to his Lord, half my money, I 
os em-pef-shois, te-na-teef ozes-po-ta, en-ne will give 0 Lord, to the poor with honesty. 
heeke khen esh-roys. 

Yes pe-o-gay af-sho-pe nak, pe je epshois ev- The Lard God of hosts answered, salvation has 
noute ente ne-gom, em-fooghar je enthok hok, been granted, to you this day for you're also, the 
o-she-re ente ab-ra-aam. son of Abraham. 

They conclude the prayer as usual. 
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RITE OF PALM SUNDAY LITURGY 
The Patriarch attires himself with the service vestments as usual. The Priests with censors and deacons 

carrying candles, gospels, palm leaves and olive branches bring the Patriarch into the Church while sing- 
ing "Evlo-ge menos" till they arrive to the Sanctuary. they begin by praying the Psalms of the Third and 
Sixth Hours and after the Offertory, the readings. 

PAULINE EPISTLE 

A chapterfror?r the Epistle of oivleacl~er Paul the Apotle to the Hebrews ntay his blessirrg be wit11 us all. Ante)?. 

(Hebrews 9:ll-28 ) 

(11) But Christ came {as) High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. (12) Not with 
the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. (13) For if the blood of bulls and goats 
and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 
(14) how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God? (15) And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of 
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who 
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (16) For where there {is) 
a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. (17) For a testa- 
ment {is) in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives. 
(18) Therefore not even the first {covenant) was dedicated without blood. (19) For when 
Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood 
of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book ib - 
self and all the people, (20) saying, 'This {is) the blood of the covenant which God has 
commanded you." (21) Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and 
all the vessels of the ministry. (22) And according to the law almost all things are purged 
with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. (23) Therefore {it was) 
necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. (24) For Christ has not 
entered the holy places made with hands, {which are) copies of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; (25) not that He should offer Him- 
self often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another 
-- (26) He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but 
now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. (27) And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 
(28) so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for 
Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 

May thegmce of God the Father dwell riport us nry fatlrcrs and brerlrrcrt. Atnett 
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CAl$iOUC EPISTLE 
The C$ztholic Epitlefront our teacher Peter may his blessit~gs be with us all. Amen. 

PETER 4:l-1 1 

(l)lherefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (2) that he no longer 
should live the rest of {his) time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 
(3) For we {have spent) enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles -- 
when we walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries. (4) In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run 
with {them) in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of {you). ( 5 )  They will give 
an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (6) For this reason the 
gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. (7) But the end of all things is 
at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. (8) And above all things have 
fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." (9) {Be) hospitable 
to one another without grumbling. (10) As each one has received a gift, minister it to 
one another, as good stewards of the manifdd grace of God. (1 1) If anyone speaks, {let 
him speak) as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, {let him do it) as with the ability 
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Donot love the world nor a~~ythi~tg of if, for the world a~td  its hisqiil desires willpass away. n o s e  whoper- 
fmh the Will of God abide forever. 

CATHOLIC EPISTLE RESPONCE 

C)sana khen ne-etshoise, fay pe eporo empus-ra- Hosanna in the highest this is the king of Israel, 
cckcf-es maroot enje fe-eth-neyo, khen efran em- blessed is He who comes in the name, of the Lord 
eMois ente ne gom. of hosts. 
WE ACTS 

ACTS 28:ll-31 

F h m  the Acfs of our fotlters the piire Apostles, who ore filled with the Holy Spirit, ttray their holy blessings be 
&h us all. Amen 

(1 1) After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin 
Bmthen, which had wintered at th2 island. (12) And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three 
days. (13) From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the 
south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, (14) where we found brethren, 
a d  were invited to st)y with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome. (15) And 
from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii 
Etorurn and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. (16) 
Now wheswe came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the 
1 
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guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him. 
(17) And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. 
So when they had come together, he said to them: "Men {and) brethren, though 1 have 
done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, (18) "who, when they had ex- 
amined me, wanted to let {me) go, because there was no cause for putting me to death. 
(19) "But when the Jews spoke against {it), I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not 
that I had anything of which to accuse my nation. (20) "For this reason therefore I have 
called for you, to see {you) and speak with {you), because for the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain." (21) And they said to him, "We neither received letters from 
Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any 
evil of you. (22) "But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, 
we know that it is spoken against everywhere." (23) So when they had appointed him a 
day, many came to him at {his) lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of 
the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets, from morning till evening. (24) And some were persuaded by the 
things which were spoken, and some disbelieved. (25) So when they did not agree among 
themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: 'The Holy Spirit spoke rightly 
through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, (26) "saying, 'Go to this people and say: "Hear- 
ing you will hear, and shall not understand; and seeing you will see, and not perceive; 
(27) For the heart of this people has grown dull. their ears are hard of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest 
they should understand with their heart and turn, so that I should heal them." ' (28) 
m e r e f o r e  let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gen- 
tiles, and they will hear it!" (29) And when he had said these words, the Jews departed 
and had a great dispute among themselves. (30) Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his 
own rented house, and received all who came to him, (31) preaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, 
no one forbidding him. 

May the Word of God g i w  and spread in tlris Cl tu~l t  and every Clturclt. Amerr 

The palm hymn "Evlo-ge menos" is sung and the following verses are said with the cymbols in the Palm 
Tunes: 

Fe-et-hem-se he-jen ne sherobeam, af-tal-yot e- He who sits on the sherobeam, rode a donkey, 
o-eow, af-she ekhon yero-sa-leam, o-pe pia-nesh- and entered Jerusalem, what great humbleness? 
te en-the-veyo. 

Se-hos erof khen o-neh-sea, av-je fay pe em- They fervently praise Him saying, this is Em- 
mano-eel, osana khen oe etshose, fay pe eporo manuel hosanna in the highest, this is the King of 
em-pes-ra-eel. Israel. 

Maren-gos nem daveed pe hem-no-tos, je ef-es- Let us say with David the psalter, blessed is He 
rnaroot enje fe-ethneyo, khen efran em epshois who.comes, in the name of the good Lord, from 
pe-aghathos, yes-jen te-no sha et-kha-e en-ne- now and to end of eternity. 
seyo. 

After that "Aglos" is  said and the Litany of the Gospel, then the first three gospels are read. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST MATH3W 

Starid up in the fear of God, and listen to the Holy Gospel. A chapter oftlie Holy Gospel according to Saint 
Mdhew the Evangelist, Apostle and pure Disciple, way his blessings be with us all Amen. 
F m n  the Psalms of our teacher David the prophet and king, may his blessings be with 11s allAmen. 

(Psalms 81.3 ) 

Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, At the full moon, on our solemn feast 
day. Sing aloud to God our strength; Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob. (2) Raise 
a song and strike the timbrel, The pleasant harp with the flute. Alleluia. 

Blessed is He who comes in the rtarne of the Lord. 0 Lord God, Saviour and King of us all, Jesus Cltnsf, the 
Son of the Living God. Glory be to You forever. Amen. 

MATTHEW 21:l-17 

(1) Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, (2) saying to them, "Go into the village opposite 
yob, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose {them) and 
bring {them) to Me. (3) "And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord 
has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." (4) All this was done that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: (5) 'Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Be- 
hold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
ddnkey.' " (6) So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. (7) They brought 
the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set {Him) on them. (8) And a 
vary great multitude spread their garments on the road; others cut down branches from 
the trees and spread {them} on the road. (9) Then the multitudes who went before and 
thiose who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!' Hosanna in the highest!" (10) And when He  had come 
into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?" (1 1) So the multitudes said, 
'This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee." (12) Then Jesus went into the 
temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and over- 
turned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. (13) And 
He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you have 
made it a 'den of thieves.' " (14) Then {the) blind and {the) lame came to Him in the 
temple, and He healed them. (15) But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonder- 
fit1 things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, "Hosanna 
to the Son of David!" they were indignant (16) and said to Him, "Do You hear what these 
are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of 
babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?" (17) Then He left them and went 
aut of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there. 

Glory be to God fonrvr Anten. 
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FIRST GOSPEL RESPONSE 

AI-gales fauk al-Sherobeam, alyamazahar fe or- He who sits on the sharobeam, appeared today 
shaleam, rakeban ala gahshen bemagden azeam, in Jerusalem, riding on a donkey with great glory, 
wa haw-10 toukos ne angelos. and around him multitudes of angels. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST MARK 

MARK 11:l-11 

From the Gospel of our Teacher Saint Mark, may his blessings be with us all. Anrerr. 

(1) Now when they came near Jerusalem, to  ~ e t h ~ h a ~ e  and ~ e t h a n ~ ,  at  the Mount of 
Olives, He  sent out two of His disciples (2) and H e  said to them, "Go into the village 
opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on  which no 
one has sat. Loose it aria bring {it). (3) "And if anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing 
this?' say, 'The Lord has need of it,' and immediately he will send it here." (4) So  they 
went their way, and found the colt tied by the door outside on the street, and they loosed 
it. (5) And some of those who stood there said to them, "What are you doing, loosing the 
colt?" (6) So they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. ~ n d  they let them go. 
(7) Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments on it, and H e  sat on it. 
(8) And many spread their garments on  the road, and others cut down leafy branches 
from the trees and spread {them) on the road. (9) Then those who went before and 
those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is H e  who comes in the name 
of the Lord!' (10) Blessed {is) the kingdom of our father David that comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" (1 1) And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the 
temple. So when He  had looked around at all things, as the hour was aifeady late, He 
went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Glory be to Godforever Antert. 

SECOND GOSPEL RESPONSE 

Fe1 tareak farasho komson, wa men al-shagar O n  the path they laid garments, and from trees 
kata-o ogh-son, wa-horn-ya-se-houna bel-al-han, they cut branches, while crying with hymns, hosan- 
osana ep-sheere en Daved. na to the Son of David. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST LUKE 

LUKE 19:29-48 

From rlte Gospel of our Teucher Suitrc Luke, nray his blessings be with us all. Atrretr. 

(29) And it came to pass, when H e  came near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the moun- 
tain called Olivet, {that) He  sent two of His disciples, (30) saying, "Go into the village 
opposite {you), where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 
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sat. h o s e  him and bring {him here}. (31) "And if anyone asks you, 'Why are you loos- 
ing {him)?' thus you shall say to him, 'Because the Lord has need of him.' " (32) So those 
whowere sent departed and found {it) just as He had said to them. (33) But as they were 
loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, "Why are you loosing the colt?" (34) And 
they said, 'The Lord has need of him." (35) Then they brought him to Jesus. And they 
threw their own garments on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. (36) And as He went, 
they spread their clothes on the road. (37) Then, as He was now drawing near the de- 
scenrt of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, (38) saying: " 'Blessed 
is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!' Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!" (39) And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, 'Teacher, rebuke 
Your disciples." (40) But He answered 6nd said to them, "I tell you that if these should 
keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out." (41) Now as He drew near, He saw 
the city and wept over it, (42) saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this your 
day, the things {that make) for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
(43) "For {the} days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
around you, surround you and close you in on every side, (44) "and level you, and your 
childrenwithin you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, 
because you did not know the time of your visitation." (45) Then He went into the temple 
and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, (46) saying to them, "It is writ- 
ten, 'My house is a house of prayer,' but you have made it a 'den of thieves.' " (47) And 
He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders 
of the people sought to destroy Him, (48) and were unable to do anything; for all the 
people were very attentive to hear Him. 

Glory be to God forever Anrert. 

THIRD GOSPEL RESPONSE 
AI-yaw-mo tamat el-ak-wal, men al-no-bowate Today the saying have been fulfilled, of the 

wal am-that, kama tanaba zak-reyawa kaal, noboa prophecies and  symbols, as Zechariah 
aan essos pekhrestos. prophesised and said, a prophecy concerning 

Jesus Christ. 

Tbe Priest prays the Litany of the Gospel for the Fourth Gospel: 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST JOHN 
4 

Stmd up in rhe fear of God, and listen to the Holy Gospel. A chapter of the Holy Gospel according to Saint 
John the Evangelist, Apostle andpure Diciple, may Iris blessings be with us all Aniert. 
From the Psalms ofoltr leacher David tlre prophet a d  king, may his blessirzgs bp with us all Anterr. 

(Psalms 65:l-2 NKJ) 

Pkaise is awaiting You, 0 God, in Zion; And to You the vow shall be performed. 0 You 
who hear prayer, To You all flesh will come. 
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Blessed is He who comes in the natrre ofllte Lord. 0 Lord God, Satioirr and King of us all, Jesus Cltrist, tlte 
Son of the Living God. Glory be to You forever. Amen. 

9, 

JOHN 12:12-19 

(12) The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, (13) took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
Him, and cried out: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' The 
King of Israel!" (14) Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is 
written: (15) "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, sitting on a 
donkey's colt." (16) His disciples did not understand these-things at first; but when Jesus 
was glorified, then they rememberenhat these Gings were written about Him and 
(that} they had done these things to6Him. (17) Therefore the people, who were with 
Him when He called, Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore wit- 
ness. (18) For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done 
this sign. (19) The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, "You see that you are ac- 
complishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!" 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

FOURTH GOSPEL RESPONSE .. . 
Osana khen ne-etshose, fay pe eporo empes-ra- Hosanna in the highest, this is the king of Israel, 

eel, ef-es maroot enje fe-eth- neyo, khen efran em- blessed is He who comes in the name, of the Lord 
epshois ente ne gom. of hosts. 

The Liturgy begins with the Prayer of Reconciliation. The following "Aspasmos Adam" may be said Hath 
the tune of "Efrahee ya Mariam" (Rejoice 0 Mary): 

Pekherestos pensoteer, khen o-nesh-te en-the- Christ our saviour, with great humbleness, 
veyo, afshe ekhon yero-sa-leam, aftal-yot e-o-eow. entered to Jerusalem, riding on an ass. 

Yes ne-ko-jee en-ale-owe, ev-hos em-ma-no-eel, And small children, praising Emmanuel, saying 
je osana khen ne-et-sho-se, fay pe eporo empes- hosanna in the highest, this is the King of Israel. 
ra-eel. 

The Uturgy is completed and Psalm 150 is said and one quarter with the Palm Tune of "Je fez-marsot". 

THE GENERAL COMMEMORATION OF THE DEPARTED 

After completion of the Palm Sunday-Liturgy and Communion, all the Christian congregation assemble 
in Church for the celebration of the General Commeration of the departure of anyone during Passion 
Week only. This is because the Church does not perform funeral services for the departed Christians 
during this Week. 

The main aim of this congregational funeral is that should anyone depart during Passion Week, then this 
funeral replaces the funeral which was to be performed on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday on 
which there is no raising of incense. 

If someone dies during these days they bring them to the Church and the chapters of the particular hour 
at which the deceased is bought in are read (Whether nightly or Daily Hours) without raising of incense. 
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REASEONS FOR NOT PERFORMING FUNERALS DURING PASSION WEEK 

1) For this week has been devoted to the memory of the Passion, Crucifixion and Death of the Incarnated 
Word of God. 

2) For the Lord Jesus suffered, during this week, great pain both spiritually and bodily (Matthew 2637- 
38). Thus the Church saw fit that she does not share any other grief except for Christ her groom. 

3) For the Church bas completely devoted this week for prayers, praises and fastings while grieving o u r  
sins and partaking in the Lord's Passion fulfilling the Bibles saying on the mouth of Saint Paul the Aposllc. 
"For Badly sorrow produces repentance to salvation, not to be regretted but the sorrow of the world 
produces death (I1 Corinthians 7:lO). 

RE SON FOR NOT PERFORMING THE LITURGY FOR THREE DAYS OF PAS- 
SIO % WEEK 

For Palm Sunday was the tenth day of the modth on which they bought a lamb for the feast, as the saying 
of the Law "you shall take a lamb without blemish, a male of the first year. This shall be on the tenth day 
of the month and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the month" (Exodus Chapter 12). 

Also the Lord God said: "you shall keep it for the eleventh day, the twelveth day, the thirteenth day, and 
you shall kill it on the fourteenth day". Thus the lamb was kept for three days without killing (Sacrifice), ie: 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and then sacrified on Thursday. 

The Lord Christ is the Sacrifice and is the Lamb of God who lifts the sin of the world. He also remained 
from Palm Sunday (when He entered Jerusalem) to Maundy (Great) Thursday (three days) when He 
sacrified Himself by His will as a non-blood sacrifice for the New Testament. Then the Jews and Romans 
took and offered Him as a Sacrifice on the Cross. 

l! SIXTH HOUR OF PALM SUNDAY 1 
(ThlE FUNERAL PRAYERS HELD AFTER PALM SUNDAY LITURGY) 

Fmni Ezekiel the Prophet rnay his blessings be with aNAnten. 

Ezekiel37:l-14 

(l) The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord, 
and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it {was) full of bones. (2)Then He caused 
me to pass by them all around, and behold, {there were) very many in the open valley; 
and indeed {they were) very dry. (3) And He said to me, "Son of man, can these bones 
live?" So I answered, "0 Lord God4 You know." (4) Again He said to me, "Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them, '0 dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! ( 5 )  'Thus says 
the Lord God to these bones: "Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall 
live. (6) "I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put 
breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I {am) the Lord." ' " (7) So I 
prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly 
a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone. (8) Indeed, as I looked, the sinews 
and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but {there was) no 
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breath in them. (9) Then He said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Come from the four winds, 0 breath, 
and breathe on these slain, that they may live." * " (10) So I prophesied as He commanded 
me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their f e t ,  an exceeding- 
ly great army. (1 1) Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They indeed say, 'Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut 
off!' (12) 'Therefore prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Behold, 0 
My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring 
you into the land of Israel. (13) 'Then you shall know that I {am) the Lord, when I have 
opened your graves, 0 My people, and brought you up from your graves. (14) "I will put 
My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and 1 will place you in your own land. Then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken {if) and performed {it)," says the Lord.' " 

+ 
Glory be to the Holy Trirtity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

PAULINE EPISTLE 

Coptic Introduction: 

Eth-ve-te anas-ta-sees ente ne-ref-mo-oot ne-etav enkot av-em-ton em-oo khen ef-nah-te em-pe ekhres- 
tos, ep-shois ma-em-ton enno ep-se-she teero. 

Pavlos ef-vok em penshois Esos Pekhrestos, pe apostolos et-tha-heam, fe-etav thashfe e-pe he-sjeno-fe 
ente ev-no-te. 

Coptic Text (Partial): 

Te tamo-ze em-mo-ten na-es-neyo e-pe ev-ange-leyon fe-etay lie-shen-no-fe emmof nw-ten, ete fe-pe eta- 
reten-etshetf fay ete-ten nano-hem evol he-totf je khen o-sa-je ay-he-shenofe nou-ten yes-je to-ten amo-ne 
emmof sa-yl e-me-te he-kee aree ten-nah-te, ay-te gharenten the-noo en-shorp em-fe-etay etshatf je pe 
Ekhrestos af-mo e-eh-re ejen nen-nou-ve kata ne en-ra-fe. 

Coptic Conclusion: 

Pe eh-mot ghar ne-mo-ten teero je amen es-e sho-pe. 

English Introduction: 

For the sake of the resurrection of the dead those who departed in the faith of Christ, 0 Lord repose their 
souls. 

Paul a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ called to be an apostle separated to the Gospel of God. 

Corinthians 151-23 

(1) Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, (2) by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
that word which I preached to you -- unless you believed in vain. (3) For I delivered to 
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, (4) and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day-according 
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tb the Scriptures, (5) and that He  was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. (6) After that 
He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to 
the present, but some have fallen asleep. (7) After that He  was seen by James, then by 
all the apostles. (8) Then last of all He  was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 
t h e .  (9) For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. (10) But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, 
yet not I, but the grace of God {which was) with me. (11) Therefore, whether {it was) I 
or they, so we preach and so you believed. (12) Now if Christ is preached that He  has 
been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? (13) But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. (14) 
&d if Christ is not risen, then our preaching {is} vain and your faith {is} also vain. (15) 
Yes, and we are fo +?d blse witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He 
raised up Christ, w33m He did not raise up -- if in fact the dead do not rise. (16) For if 
{the) dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. (17) And if Christ is not risen, your faith 
{is) futile; you are still in your sins! (18) Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished. (19) If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 
pitiable. (20) But now Christ is risen from the dead, {and} has become the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. (21) For since by man {came) death, by Man also {came) 
the resurrection of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. (23) But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those 
{who are) Christ's at His coming. 

English Conclusion: 

7 7 1 ~  grace of God the Father be with 11s all, Amen. 

The congregation sing "Agios" with the sad tunes and the Priest prays Litany of the Gospel. The Psalm 
and Gospel are also read in the sad tunes. 

Psalm Introduction: 

Fmnt the Psalms of oiir feaclter David (he Prophet ntay his hlesirtgs be witlt all. 

Psalm 65:4,5 

00-bniatf em-fe etak sotpf owah ak shopf erok : Blessed {is the man whom} You choose, And 
ef-e shoupe khen nek av-leya sha eneh : en-e-se cause to approach {You), {That) he may dwell in 
evol khen ne aghathon ente pek-e : ef-o-wh enje Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the good- 
pek er-fee owah ef-ay en esh-fe-re khen o-meth- ness of Your house, Of Your holy temple. (By) 
me : Alleluia. awesome deeds in righteousness. Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy oft irs and make 11s w o ~ l t y  to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A chapter front flte 
Gos#eIs annorinciatiort accordirtgfo Sairtt Johrt the Evarrgelist artdp~ire disciple. May his blessirtgs be with us 
all. Amen. 
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John 519-29 

(19) Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of Himself, but what He  sees the Father do; for whatever H e  does, the Son 
also does in like manner. (20) "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things 
that H e  Himself does; and He  will show Him greater works than these, that you may 
marvel. (21) "For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to {them), even so the Son 
gives life to whom He will. (22) "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all 
judgment to the Son, (23) "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. 
He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. (24) "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. (25) 
"Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. (26) "For as the Father has 
life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, (27) "and has given 
Him authority to execute judgment also, because He  is the Son of Man. (28) "Do not 
marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His 
voice (29) "and come forth -- those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

Glory be to God forever. 

+ The Priest prays the three Great Litanies (Peace of the Church, Patriarch and Gatherings). 

+ The Creed of Faith is said. 

+ The Litany of the Departed is prayed. 

+ Our Father Who Art In Heaven ..., the three Absolutions while the congregation are bowing their heads. 

+ The Priest lifts the cross and says (In the tune of Pascha Week): 

Evno-te nay nan se-sho nay eron are-o-nay ne- God have mercy, grant us mercy, make with us 
man khen tek met oroo. mercy, in Your Kingdom. 

+ The congregation respond with "Keryallayson" twelve times on both sides. 

+ The Priest says the blessing used during Passion Week: 

"Jesus Christ our true God who accepted the Passion willingly and was crucified on the Cross on our be- 
half. May He bless us with all spiritual blessings, help us and complete for us the Holy Pascha and show us 
the happiness of His Holy Resurrection for many years to come through the pleadings and petitions .... etc). 

+ The Priest continues the blessing as usal and adds at the end: 

"..and the blessings of the Holy Pascha of our good Saviour be with us all.." 

+ The Priest dismisses the congregation with the peace of the Lord. 
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THE ORDER 
OF 

HOLY PASCHA 
%he day is divided into five daily hours (Morning, 3rd, 9th and 11th hours) and five nightly hours (lst, 3rd, 

6tb, 9th and 11th hour). On Good Friday, the 12th hour is added. 

The day is considered to run from sunset to sunset of the following day. 

%he Pascha Prayers are conducted outside the choir section"for the Lord Christ suffered and was crucified 
on Calvary mountain which is outside Jerusalem: " therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bear- 
ing His reproach" (Hebrews 1312-13) and also because the sacrifice of sin was burned outside the camp 
(Hebrews 13:ll). 

A black vie1 is placed on the "Mgngaleya" (place of the Bible) and the Church pillars are attired with black 
vieils. The icon of Jesus (wearing crown of thorns or crucified, or praying at Gethsame) is placed in the 
middle and before it lit lanterns. 

The Gospel of Saint Matthew is read on Tuesday, Saint Mark's Gospel on Wednesday, Saint Luke's Gospel 
on Thursday and Saint John's Gospel on the Sunday of the Feast on the Oil of Anointment. 

Firom Wednesday's Eve to the end of Saturday, no one, including Priest and conregation, kisses or greets 
anbther due to Judas kiss. 

In the early centuries, aH employers ceased work during Passion Week, and the Church performed the 
Prayers of each hour at its hour. The Monasteries and Ethiopion Church still does this till today. As for 
other Churches in other countries, the Daily Hours are prayed callectively and likewise for the Nightly 

, Hours. 

T)CE ORDER OF HOLY PASCHA 

(1) The Prophecies. 

(2) "Thok te-tee gom" (Yours is Power and Glory) 12 times. 

(3) The Pslam and Gospels intoduction then the Gospel in Coptic and ArabicIEnglish. 

(4) "Tarh (Commentrics) introduction, ~ a r h  and conclusion. 

(5) The Litanies, "Evno-te Nay Nan", "Eporo" etc ... 

(6) The blessing used during passion week. 

(1) The Prophecies. 

l h e  Propheciqs are read prior 10 the Gospel to indicale that the Old Testament was to lead to the New 
Testament and to show the prophecies of t k  prophets concerning the suffering of the Lord Christ. 
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(2) The Pascha Praise(TH0K TE-TEE GOM). 

Thok te-teegom nem pe-o-oo 
nem pe esmo nem pe-a-ma- 
he sha eneh Amen. 

Emmano-ell pen-nou-te pen- 
0-roo. 

Thok Le-tee gorn ... 

Pa-shois esos pe-ekhrestos. 

Thok te-tee gorn .... 

Laka al-kowa wal magd wal 
baraka wal eza ela alabad 
Amen. 

Emmano-ell elahona wa 
malekna. 

Laka al-kowa ... 

Ya raby yasooa almaseeh 

Laka al-kowa ... 

To You is the Power, the Glory, 
the Blessing, the Might forever, 
Amen. 

Emmanuel our God and our King. 

To You is the Power ... 

My Lord Jesus Christ .... 

To You is the Power 

This is said twelve times (six on the north side and six on the south side) and at 
the end of each one they pray "Our Father..." 

From the l l th hour on Tuesday they say: 

Pa-shois esos pe-ekhres-tos Ya raby yasooa al-maseeh My Lord Jesus Christ my Good 
pa-so-teer en-aghathos. mokhale-see el-saleh. Saviour. 

Thok te-tee gom ... Laka al-kowa ... To You is the Power.. 

From Friday Eve till end of Friday, they say: 

Pa-shois esos pe-ekhres-tos Ya raby yasooa alma-seeh My Lord Jesus Christ, my Good 
pa-so-teer en-aghathos ta- mokhale-see el-saleh Saviour. My strength and my 
gom nem pa-esmo pe epshois kowate wa tas-behatee praise is thi  Lord who became 
af-sho-pe ne ev-so-tereya ef- howa alrab sara lee my salvation. 
owab. khalasan mokadasan 

Thok te-tee gom .... Laka al-kowa .... To You is the Power .... 

The Church has replaced the usual Psalms with this beautiful praise for the Pslams are full of prophecies 
about the life of the Lord Jesus - from the beginning of Incarnation to the Ascension. Considering that the 
Church is memorizing His Passion only, she has chosen from it what indicates His Passion and arranged 
its use. 

Concerning this Praise, some might think it was work of mankind. Contrary to this, for it is of the same 
order as the Psalms of David and found in the Holy Bible (Revelations 4:9,5:12-13,712) and the Church 
recites it with the angels who are before the throne praising the Living One till eternity (Revelations 513). 

As from the 11th Hour on Tuesday, afier the expression "my Lord Jesus Christ" they add "my Good 
Saviour" and this is to prove the power of Jesus' suffering which did not begin till Wednesday when at that 
time the chief priests, scribcs and elders plotted to capturc and kill Jesi~s. 

From Friday Eve till end of Friday they add the expression "my strength and praise is the Lord who be- 
came my Saviour" to concentrate on the Salvation of the Lord which was fulfilled on Good Friday on the 
Cross with strength. 
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(3) Psalm, Gospel's Introduction and Gospel. 

f h e  Church has chosen the prophetic verses of the Lord's suffering and death and arranged them for 
retiding. The Psalms is sung with a Sad Tune (the "Adrebee" Tune), then the following Gospel's Introduc- 
tion with its characteristic tune (or Fast June) is said: 

t h e  Gospel is read in Coptic by the Patriarch if present or the Metropolitan or the Bishop or the eldest 
Priest. 

IGe eperto kata ek-seyo thee-ne mass: tess akro 
as-~e-os tou agyo ev-an-ge-lyo: ke-reyon ton the-on 
e-mon: e-ke-tev-somen sofia or-the ako-so-men to 
agyo ev-an-gelyo. 
Gtbspel Introduction: 

00-ang-no-sees evol khen pe-ev angeleyon 
ethowab kata (matheon, markon, lokan or 
yoanen) ageyo 

(A chapter of the Holy Gospel according to ....) 

Coptic Conclusion: 

Zoksa-se ke-reya. 

Glory to you. 

The Gospel is then read in Arabidenglish. 

English Conclusion: 

Gllory be to god forever . 

To be worthy of listing to the Divine Holy Gospel, 
we ask our Lord and God, attend with wisdom to 
the Holy ~ospel:  

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us 
worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A chapter 
from the Gospel's Announciation according to 
Saint (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) the Evan- 
gelist and pure disciple, may his blessings be with 
all, Amen. 

(4) THE TARH (COMMENTARY)-INTRODUCTIONS AND 
CONCLUSIONS.. 

The word "Tarh" is an Arabic word meaning "A Cornmentry". It is read after each Gospel or all are col- 
lecltd together and read after the last Gospel of the Nightly and Daily hours. 

"Ebtarh" Introduction: 

Khen efran en-tet-reyas. In the Name of the Trinity. 

En-o-mo-seyos. The equal. 

Ef~yot nem ep shee-rce Father and Son 

Nam pe ep-nevma eth-o-was. And Holy Spirit. 
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For The Five Nightly Hours 

Shere ne mareya. 

Tet-she-rom-be eth-ne-sos , 

The-etas mees-e nan 

Em ev-nout-e pe loghos. 

For The Five Daily Hours 

Pe-o-oy-ne enta ef-me. 

Fe-et er-o-oynee. 

Ea-rou-me ne-ven 

Eth-neyo e-pe-kozmos. 

"El-Tarh" Conclusion: 

Pekhrestos pen-so-teer. 

Af-e af-shep em-kah. 

Hena khen nev-em-kavh. 

En-tef so-te emmon 

, Maren te-o-onaf. 

Ten-et she-se em-pef-ran. 

Je af-er-o-nay neman 

Kata pef-nesh-te enay. 

Hail to you 0 Mary 

The good dove. 

Who gave birth 

To the incarnated Word. 

You True ~ight: 

Which lightens. 

Every person. 

Coming to the world. 

Christ our Saviour. 

Came and suffered. 

So that through His Passion. 

He may save us. 

We glorily Him. 

And exalt His name. 

For He is merciful. 

According to His great mercy. 

(5) The Litanies 

The Nightly Lilanies are prayed without prostrations for the congregation is not fasting. The Morning 
Litanies are prayed with prostrations. The response after each is "Keyalayson" (Lord Have Mercy). 

Uight Litanies. 

+We ask and pray You 0 Lord God the Father Almighty and the Only Holy Begotten 
Son. The Creator and Benefactor of all and the I4oly Spirit the life-giver before Whom 
kneels down every creature in heaven and on earth, we ask You 0 Lord to hear us and 
have mercy on us. 
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+For the sake of perfect peace and the unity of all the Churches in the world and the 
monasteries and all the holy places and their dwellers and keepers, 0 God have pity on 
Your creation and save us from all evil, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You who prepeared for the life of man before his creation and made all things with 
Your wisdom and embellished the sky with stars and the earth with vegetation and trees 
and vineyards and the valleys with shrub and roses; You now 0 our King accept unto 
You the prayers of Your servants standing before Your Holy hands saying: we ask You 
0 Lord .... 

+Cl Great and Holy God who created man according to Your image and to Your like- 
ness and gave him a live and reasoning soul, have mercy 0 Lord on Your creation which 
YOU have created and have compassion on us and bestow upon us Your mercy from the 
loftiness of Your Holiness and Your many mansions we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ YOU who saved Your servant the righteous Noah from the deluge, he and his children 
and their wives and also the animals, clean and unclean in order to renew the earth once 
more, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You the Creator and benefactor of all, save Your people from deluge of the sea of 
this world and preserve them and the animals from harm. As for the birds, give them 
their folod as You give cattle pasture and feed the baby crows, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ You who was received as guest by Your servant Abraham the father of the fathers and 
sat at his table and blessed his offspring, You now 0 our King accept the prayers of Your 
servants and priests standing before Your Holy hand and have mercy on the world and 
save Your people from any hardship and dwell in them and accompany them, we ask 
You 0 Lord .... 

+We ask You 0 Lord to guard us from all evil and have pity on Your creation and all 
Your p~eople because all people look up unto You and You give them their food in due 
time. You're the leader of everybody and the help of the helpless and the hope of the 
hopeless. we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You who looks to the humble with the ever-attentive eyes of Your concern and saved 
Josdplh from his master's wife and made him king of Egypt and it's affairs and let him 
pass safely the days of tribulation that his brethren and his father came to him and 
kneeled down before him and took from him wheat, food for their children and their 
catle, 1 ikewise we bow down before You and kneel down before Your hand and thank 
YOU our  Creator and benefactor for this condition and on every condition and for all 
conOlitions and pray that You save us from all hardships, we ask You 0 Lord .... 
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+O Lord the Word of God the Father the giver of the law, the prophets and the Old 
Testement You the perfection of them all, save Your people from ail tribulations and 
arrange their life according to Your good will and save us from famines and calamities, 
we ask You 0 Lord .... I 

+You who supported the people of Israel for forty years in the desert of Sinai when 
they had no houses or stores, You now my Lord protect Your people and support them 
and bless their homes and their stores with Your heavenly blessings, we ask You 0 
Lord .... 

+You who accepted the prayer of Elijah the Tish-Bite when the sky rained and the earth 
gave fruit and blessed the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil in the house of the widow, 
accept the prayers of Your people through the intercessions of Your holy Saints and 
prophets, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ 0 God have compassion and pity on the world and bless their crops and stores and 
the little that they have. Raise the waters of the rivers according to their measures and 
give good temper to the winds. Bless the nile of Egypt this year and every year fill the 
face of the earth with joy and sustain us we Your people, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You who accepted the repentence of the people of Nineva and they all fasted and ac- 
cepted the confession of right thief on the Cross, we likewise, make us worthy of Your 
acceptance and compassion in order to cry unto You saying "remember us 0 Lord when 
You come in Your Glory". Accept the repentence of Your servants, their confession, 
their fasting, their prayers and offerings which are offered on Your Holy Alters, good I incense and have mercy on them, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You're the powerful provider, the educator, the healer, the phsician of souls and 
bodies who examined His servant Job and healed him from his calamity and recom- 
pensed him with more than he had, have mercy on Your people and save them from all 
calamities, tribulations, and miseries 0 You the supporter of those who trust in You, we 
ask You 0 Lord .... 

+O You Christ our God the Word of the Father who made a covenant with His holy 
disciples and washed their feet and made them leaders of believers and guiding light of 
religon and satisfaction for hungeq souls and taught them prayer saying Your Father 
who art in heaven do not lead us into temptation but deliever us from evil, we ask You ' 
0 Lord .... 

+ 0 You the wonder worker who fed thousands from the five loaves and raised the dead 
and blessed the wedding at Cana of Galiiee. Now You O Lord bless the bread, the oil, 
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thefruits, the honey, the stores, the trades and the affairs of Your servants, we ask You 
0 Lord .... 

+ O Lord save Your people arrd protect them from all sides with the life-giving sign of 
Your Cross. Raise the lot of Christians in all the world and soften the hearts of their 
rulers towards them and their hearts with charity towards the poor and the needy 
brethren and deliver them from all evil, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ O Lord who left for us the Holy Covenant of His Body and Blood every day on the 
Altar as bread and wine, transformed by Your Holy Spirit and commanded us saying "do 
this in remembrance of me", we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ Q Christ our God have mercy on Your people and the descendents of Your apostles. 
Give blessing to the fruit of all the earth and make happy the heart of man by multiply- 
ing the fruits of wheat, vines and oil, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+Q You who is begotten from theFather and was Incarnated from the immaculate Vir- 
gin Saint Mary at the fullness of time, who said unto His holy apostle, "go and preach all 
thenations and baptise them and teach them to observe all things whatsover I have com- 
manded you to. I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." Be also with 
Your people who cry unto You saying, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ Vou the forgiver of sins and the giver of good things. Forgive the sins of Your people 
and cleanse them from all uncleanliness and wash them from all deceipt and keep them 
from bearing false witness and all envy and slander. Take away from their hearts evil 
throughts and unbelief and pride and callousness, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ O  Virgin Mother of God, you are the fence of our salvation, and the impregnable 
fortlress, bring to nought the counsels of the adversaries, and turn the afflictions of the 
servants into joy. Defend our city and fight for the Orthodox kings and rulers, and pray 
for the' peace of the world and Churches, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+You the God of mercy and compassion and the Lord of consolation, do not be dis- 
pleased with us or rebuke us for our evil deeds or the multitude of our sins. Do not be 
angkywith us or let Your anger last forever. Hearken 0 You the God of Jacob and look 
You the God of our succor. Protect the world from death, scarcity, pestilence, 
earthquakes, horror and causes of fear, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+For the sake of our protection under Your holy and lofty hands, 0 God we ask You 
to keep for us the life of His Holliness our Pope Abba Shenouda 111. Institute him in 
his See for many quite and peaceful years, we ask You 0 Lord .... 
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+ 0 Christ our Lord, we ask of Your goodness and Your great mercifulness to keep for 
us the life of our Fathers the Metropolitans, the Bishops, and all the Clergy, and the laity. 
Multiply the dignity of the clergy, give purity to the deacons, strength to the elders, un- 
derstanding to the young, cbst i ty  to  the virgins, asceticism to the monks and nuns, vir- 
tue for those in wedlock, and protection for women, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+Also raise the f a l l e~~ .  Return the travellers safely to their homes, support the widows 
and the orphans, and give plenty to those in poverty. Those who are in debt pay their 
debts for them and forgive them and those who are in distress give them comfort. Heal 
the sick and repose the departed, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

+ 0 God of our fathers the saints do  not forsake us or neglect those whom you created 
with Your holy hands. 0 You the merciful who revealed His love to mankind, accept 
from Your mother intercession on our behalf and save us, You the Savior of the humble. 
Do not forget us forever or renounce us unto the end. For the sake of Your holy name, 
and Your beloved Abrahaam and Your servant Isaac, and Your Saint Jacob, do not break 
Your covenant with us or deprive us of Your mercy, we ask You 0 Lord .... 

Day Litanies 

After each verse the congregation prostate themselves saying "Keryalayson2 (Lord Have Mercy). 

Priest 

Ek-le no-men ta-gho-nata. 

 congregation 

We bend our knees. 

Nay nan ef-noute ef-yot pe pantok-rator. Have mercy o God the Father The Almighty. 

Priest 

Anas-to-men ek-le no-men ta-gho-nata. We rise and bend again bend our knees. 

Congregation 

Nay nan ef-noute pen-so-teer. 

Priest 

Have mercy o God our Saviour. 

Ke anas-to-men ek-le-no-men ta-gho-nata. Again we rise and bend our knees again. 

Congregatlon 

Nay nan ef-noute o-woh nay nan. Have mercy o God have mercy. 
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priest 

+Tovh hena ente ef-noute nay nan: entef shen- +Pray that God may have mercy and compassion 
heat kha-ron: entef so-tem eron: entef er-voy-then on us, hear us, sustain us and continuously accept 
eron entef et-she en-ne-te-ho nem ne tovh ente ne the prayers and supplications of His saints on our 
rthowab entaf en-to-to e-eh-re egon e-pe behalf for our good always and fogive us our sins. 
aghathon en-seyo ne-ven en-tef ka nen no-vee nan 
eivol. 
+Ask for the peace of the one and holy universal apostolic Church and the salvation 
cif God in the congregations and for the safety of every place and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask for our fathers and brothers who are sick of any type of sickness here and in all 
other places, so that our Lord would cure them, and fogive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray our father and brethren who are actually on travel, and them anywhere 
who intend to travel, that God may facilitate the ways of all of them, whether by sea or 
river, or lake, or on the beaten tracks, or those travelli~g by all means. that Christ, our 
Lord may bring them back to their homes in safety; and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for the rains and winds of heaven and the fruits of the lands and all the 
trees and vinyards, also that every fruitful tree be blessed and grows in safety, and for- 
give us our sins. 

+Ask and pray, that God may give us mercy and sympathy in the hearts of all the rulers, 
presidents, and kings, at all times, and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for our fathers and for our brethren who have slept and rested in the 
faith of the Christ from the begining, our holy fathers the ~ r c h b i s h o ~ e s ;  our fathen the 
Sishops, our father the Priests, our brethren the Deacons, our fathers the Monks and 
our fathers the Laymen; and for the repose of all the Christians that Christ our Lord may 
rest all their souls in the Paradice of Delight, and we as well, may He  have mercy on us 
and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for them who attend to the sacrifices, the oblations, the firstfruits, the 
oil, the insense, the coverings, the books of the readings and the vessels of the Altar, that 
Christ our God may reward them in the heavenly Jerusalam, and fogive us our sins. 

+Askand pray for the catechumens of our Church, that the Lord blesses them, enlighten 
their hearts, and confirm them in tEe faith of the holy Orthodox Church until1 the end 
of their life, and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for this holy Church, and all the Churches and Monasteries of the Or- 
thodox people, the Orthodox Fathers of the Church, and for the whole world, that God 
grants all of us security and keep us away from all evil, and forgive us our sins. 
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+Ask and pray for the life of our venerated father the Archbishop Pope Abba Shenouda 
111, that God keep him for many years and peaceful times, and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for the Orthodox Metropolitans, and Bishops in every place, the 
Protopriests, the Priests, the Deacons, and all the orders of the Church, that the Lord 
God keep and strenghthen them, and forgive us our sins. 

+ Ask and pray for this congregation, and all the congregations of the Orthodox Church, 
that God blesses and supports them, and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for the clergymen and all the faithfuls who have service in the holy 
Church, that God blesses and supports them, and forgive us our sins. 

+ Ask and pray for all those who share in the different services and needs of the Church, 
and helping the Orthodox people by any mean, and fogive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for all the kings, the rulers, and the presidents who told us to mention 
them in our prayers in the Church, that the Lord God blesses them and has mercy on 
them, and give them mercy in the hearts of the other kings, and fogive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for those who are poor, for the weak people, and for the peasants, and 
for all those who are in distress of any kind, that our Lord be merciful with them and 
with us also, and forgive us our sins. 

+Ask and pray for all those who are in distress for being in captivity, o t  imprisoned, or 
in exile. or afflicted with unclean spirts and devils, that God have mercy with them and 
liberate them, and forgive us our sins. 

+ Pray and ask for all those assembled with us this day in this holy place asking for mercy 
for all their souls that the Lord of kindness may have mercy on them and on us, and for- 
give us our sins. 

+Pray and ask for all those who told us to mention them in our prayers in the holy 
Church, that God may remember them according to His great goodness at all the time, 
and forgive us our sins. 

+Pray and ask for the rising of the water of the rivers this year, that Christ our Lord, 
may bless it and raise it according to its measure, and make glad the face of the earth, 
and sustain us, mankind, and give safety to the cattle, and save us all from the inflation, 
plagues, earthquakes, drowning, fire, deportation by the berber, the sword of the 
stranger, and the rising of heretics, and to grant peace and tranquillity for our holy Or- 
thodox Church, and raise the affairsof His Orthodox Christians in the whole world now 
and forever, and forgive us our sins. 
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u Pray and ask for the Holy Pascha of our Good Savior so that He may complete it for 
US in peace and show us the joy of His Holy Resurrection while all of us are safe, and to 
forgive us our sins. 

i 

If they were in the city of Jerusalem, they say the following litany: 

-P Ask for our fathers and brothers and all those gathering in this pure place asking for 
the forgiveness of their sins and mercy to their souls. May Christ our God make them 
worthy to see His Holy Resurrection and visit the place of His suffering. May He ac- 
cept their visit and fogive their sins and soften the hearts of their rulers. May He return 
thpm to their places and bring them back to these holy places for many years to come in 
happiness and joy. May He bless their houses and gather us all in Heavenly Jerusalem 
after long life and fogive us our sins. 

The Priest says 
Evno-tee nay nan the-sho-nay eron aree-o-nay God have mercy, grant us mercy, make with 

neman khen tek met-o-roo merthy, in Your Kingdom. 

The c o n s  ation respond by saying "Keryalaysonw (lord have mercy) twelve times 
on both si% and: 

Ep-oro ente tee he-ree-ne: moy nan entek he- 
rea-ne : sem-ne nan entek he-ree-ne: ka nen nov- 
ee han evol. 

Kieryalayson (3 times). 
Kieryalayson (3 times). 

dor evol en-ne-ga-je: ente tee ek-le-seya: aree 
soM eros en-nes-kem shaeneh. 

Kpyalason (3 times). 
Keryalason (3 times). 

Eimma-no-ell pen-no-te: khen ten mee-tee te- 
no: khen ep-oo ente pef-yot: nem pe epnevma 
eth-o-wab. 

Kkryalason (3 times). 
Keryalason (3 times). 

Entef esmo eron tee-ren: entef to-vo en-nen 
heat: entef tal-etbho en-ne-sho-ne: entc ncn ep- 
see-she nem nen souma. 

Kuryalason (3 times). 
Kqalason (3 times). 

Ten-o-osht emmok o-pe ekh-res-tos: nem pek- 
yot m-a gbathos: nem pe epnevma eth-o-wab: je 
av-whka ak-so-te emmon. 

0 King of peace, give us Your peace, establish 
Your peace, and fogive us our sins. 

Lord have mercy (3 times). 
Lord have mercy (3 times). 

Disperse the eniemies, of the Church and fortify 
her, to be unshakable, for ever. 

Lord have mercy (3 times). 
Lord have mercy (3 times). 

Emmanuel our God, is among us now, with His 
Father's glory, and the Holy Spirit. 

Lord have mercy (3 times). 
Lord have mercy (3 times). 

To bless us all, and purify our hearts, and heal 
the sickness, of our souls and bodies. 

Lord have mercy (3 times). 
Lord have mercy (3 times). 

We worship You 0 Christ, with Your Good 
Father,and the Holy Spirit, for You were crucified 
and saved us. 

Kdryalason (3 times). 
Keryalason (2 times). . . 

Lord have mercy (3 times). 
Lord have mcrcv (2 times). 
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They Conclude Wlth The Following: 

Amen alleloia zoksa-pat-re kea eyo ke agyo ep- Amen alleluia glory be to the Father, Son and 
aev-ma-te .... Holy Spirit .... 

For Passion Week And Joyous Saturday: 

Fe etav ashf e-pe es-tav-ros ek khom khem em- Who was crucified on the Cross, crush Satan 
ep sa-tanas sa-pe-seat en-nen etsha-lang. under our feet. 

-Then They Conclude: 

Sotee emmon.... Save us.... 

The Priest Says The Blessing Used In Passion Week: 

"-us Christ our true God who accepted the passion willingly and was crucified on the Cross on our be- 
ha@ May He bless us with all spiritual blessings, help us and complete for us the Holy Pascha, show us the 
happiness of His Holy Resurrection for many years to come through the pleadings and petitions .... etc.. 
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C NINTH HOUR OF PALM SUNDAY I 
Fmn the Latnenatioiis of Jerentialt the prophet, rttay his blessings be with 11s all. Anren. 

(Lamentations 1:l-4 NKJ) 

(1) How lonely sits the city {that was} full of people! {How) like a widow is she, Who 
{was} great among the nations! The princess among the provinces has become a slave! 
(2) She weeps bitterly in the night, her tears {are} on her cheeks; among all her lovers 
she has none to comfort {her). All her friends have dealt treacherously with her; they 
have become her enemies. (3) Judah has gone into captivity, under affliction and hard 
servitude; she dwells among the nations, she finds no rest; all her persecutors overtake 
her in dire straits. (4) The roads to Zion mourn because no one comes to the set feasts. 
All her gates are desolate; her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she {is) in bit- 
terness. 

Glory be to the Holy Triniy, the Father, Soil and Holy Spirit. 

ALSO 
Frbnr Zeplrarrialt the proplrct, may his blessings be with us all. Anrert 

(Zephaniah 3:11-20 NKJ) 

(1 1) In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds in which you transgress 
against Me; for then I will take away from your midst those who rejoice jn your pride, 
and you shall no longer be haughty In My holy mountain. (12) I will leave in your midst 
a meek and humble people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. (13) The rem- 
nant of Israel shall do no unrighteousness and speak no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue 
be found in their mouth; for they shall feed {their) flocks and lie down, and no one shall 
make {them) afraid." (14) Sing, 0 daughter of Zion! Shout, 0 Israel! Be glad and rejoice 
wikh all {your) heart, 0 daughter of Jerusalem! (15) The Lord has taken away your judg- 
ments, he has cast out your enemy. the King of Israel, the Lord, {is) in your midst; you 
shall see disaster no more. (16) In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Do not fear; 
Zion, let not your hands be weak. (17) The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty 
Olhe, will save; H e  will rejoice over you with gladness, He  will quiet {you} in His love, 
He will rejoice over you with singing." (18) "I will gather those who sorrow over the ap- 
pointed assembly, who are among xou, {to whom} its reproach {is) a burden. (19) Be- 
hold, at that time I will deal with all who afflict you; I will save the lame, and gather those 
who were driven out; I will appoint them for praise and fame in every land where they 
were put to shame. (20) At that time 1 will bring you back, even at the time I gather you; 
fof I will give you fame and praise among all the peoples of the earth, when I return your 
captives before your eyes," says the Lord. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirtity, Ilie Father, Soil aird Ifoql Spirit. 
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(Psalms 82-3 NKJ) Fmnt the Psalrtts of our teocher Dotid tliepnylter 
artd king, tnuy his blessi~igs be with us ollAmen 

Epsalmos to Do-wed: 
Out of the mouth of babes and infants 

Evol khen ro-oo enhan-ko-je en-ale-o- You have ordained strength, Because of 
we nem ne-eth-o-em et-she ak-seb-te pe Your enemies, 'That You may silence the 
esmo: eth-ve nek-gaje e-ep-jinte o-ow enemy and the avenger. When I consider 
en-o-gaje nem o-ref-et-she em-ep- Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, 
sheesh: je te-na-nav e-ney-fe-o-we ne-eh The moon and the stars, which You have 
ve- owe enten-ek-teeb: pe-oh nem ne- ordained, 
seyo enthok ak-he-sente em-mo-00: Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity artd ntercy orz 11s mtdrnake trs worthy to listert to Your Holy Gospel. A chapterfront the Hob 
Gospel accordirtg to Saint Martltew rlte Evartgcldst andplire disciple, ntay Itis blessirtgs be with ris all. Amen 

(Matthew 21:lO-17 NKJ) 

(10) And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is 
this?" (1 1) So the multitudes said, 'This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee." 
(12) Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and 
sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of 
those who sold doves. (13) And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called 
a house of prayer,' but you have made it a 'den of thieves.' " (14) Then {the) blind and 
{the) lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. (15) But when the chief 
priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in 
the temple and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" the) were indignant (16) and said 
to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you 
never read, 'Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?" 
(17) Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and H e  lodged there. 

Glory be to God fore11erAntat. 

ELEVENTH HOUR OF PALM SUNDAY 1 

Front Isaialt the prophet, ntay Itis blessings be will1 us all. Alnut 

(Isaiah 48:12-22 NKJ) 

(12) "Listen to Me, 0 Jacob, and Israel, My called: I {am) He, I {am} the First, I {am} 
also the Last. (13) Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right 
hand has stretched out the heavens; {when) I call'to them, they stand up together. (14) 
"Ail of you, assemble yourselves, and hear! Who among them has declared these 
{things)? The Lord loves him; he shall do His pleasure on Babylon, and His arm {shall 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

PALM SUNDAY - Eleventh Hour 6.3 - ( S8 ) 

be against) the Chaldeans. (15) I, {even) I, have spoken; yes, I have called him, I have 
brought him, and his way will prosper. (16) "Come near to Me, hear this: I have not 
spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, I {was) there. And now 
the Lord God and His Spirit have sent Me." (17) Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel: "I {am) the Lord your God, Who teaches you to profit, Who 
leads you by the way you should go. (18) Oh, that you had heeded My commandments! 
Then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of 
the sea. (19) Your descendants also would have been like the sand, and the offspring of 
your body like the grains of sand; his name would not have been cut off nor destroyed 
from before Me." (20) Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the.Chaldees! With a voice of 
$inging, declare, proclaim this, utter it {even} to the end of the earth; say, 'The Lord has 
redeemed His servant Jacob!" (21) And they did not thirst when He led them through 
the deserts; He caused the waters to flow from the rock for them; He  also split the rock, 
and the waters gushed out. (22) "{There is) no peace," says the Lord, "for the wicked." 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort and Holy Spirit. 

ALSO 
prom Naltuat flte prophet, nlay ltis blessirtgs be willt us all. Anten 

(Nahum 1:2-8 NKJ) 

(2) God {is} jealous, and the Lord avenges; the Lord avenges and (is) furious. the Lord 
will take vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves {wrath fdr His enemies;) (3) 
the Lord {is) slow to anger and great in power, and will not at all acquit {the wicked). 
l 'he Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds {are) the dust 
of His feet. (4) He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and dries up all the rivers. Bashan 
and Carmel wither, and the flower of Lebanon wilts. (5) The mountains.quake before 
Him, the hills melt, and the earth heaves at His presence, yes, the world and all who 
dwell in it. (6) Who can stand before His indignation? and who can endure the fierce- 
ness of His anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by 
Him. (7) The Lord {is) good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those 
who trust in Him. (8) But with an overflowing flood He will make an utter end of its 
place, and darkness will pursue His enemies. 

Gloy  be to the Holy Ttirtity, the Father, Sort arid Holy Spirit. 

Psalm 8:2 Fro11r tire Psalms of our teacher David the prophet 
mtd kirtg, may his blessirtgs be with 11s all Amerr. 

&psalrnos to Da-veed: 
Out of the mouth of babes and infants 

Evol khen ro-oo en-han-ko-je en-ale-o- you have ordained strength, 0 Lord our 
we nem ne-eth-em-etshe ak-seb-te pe- Lord, how excellent is, Your name in all 
esmo: Epshois Penshois em-ef-re-te the earth. Alleluia. 
m-o-esh-Fe-re: af-sho-pe enje pek-ran 
he-jen ep-ka-he: Alleluia. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

PALM SUNDAY- Eleventh Hour 6.4 - ( 5 9 )  
0 Lord have pity artd meny or1 us and make 16s worthy to listett to Yorir Holy Gospel. A chaplerfronr tlre Holy 
Gospel accordirig to Sairtt Mattlrew the Evartgelist andpure disciple, may Iris blessings be with us all. Anrerr 

(Matthew 20:20-28 NKJ) 

(20) Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and 
asking something from Him. (21) And H e  said to her, "What do  you wish?" She said to 
Him, "Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other 
on the left, in Your kingdom." (22) But Jesus answered and said, "You do not know what 
you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?" They said to Him, "We are able." (23) So H e  said to 
them, "You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but {it is for 
those) for whom it is prepared by My Father." (24) And when the ten heard (it}, they 
were moved with indignation against the two brothers. (25) But Jesus called them {to 
Himself} and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those 
who are great exercise authority over them. (26) "Yet it shall not be so among you; but 
whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. (27) "And whoever 
desires to be first among you, let him be your slave -- (28) "just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

Glory be to God forever Anteri. 

THE COMMENT 

77te Elcverrtlr How Cort~nnentty ofSwtday of tire Hob Pascha, ntay its b1essirrg.s be wirh us all. Amer1 

The thoughts which dwelt upon the minds of the Jews concerning our King and Saviour 
Jesus Christ were that He  was like the kings of the earth, surrounded b i  a great multi- 
tude of people and solidiers like kings. Likewise thought the mother of John and James 
the sons of Zebedee. With these thoughts in mind, she approached Christ in front of 
His disciples, knelt down with her sons before Him and asked of Him saying: "promise 
me that my two sons will sit with You upon Your Throne; one on  Your right and the 
other at Your left in the glory of Your Kingdom". Jesus said: "will you be able to drink 
of the cup which II will drink and he baptized with the baptism that I will be baptized 
with". They said "we can indeed do so". So Jesus adamantly told them "indeed yo~i  shall 
do so, but as for a seat upon the Throne, this i s  not for Me to give, but rather my Father 
who owns every place and it is up to Him to give His chosen". When the two brothers 
had heard this, they were silent, and left due to Ilis majestic glory. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, cartw and stiflcredjbr rrs, that Hc ti1a.v sar3c 11s flrrm~glr His st$ferirrg Lct 11s glorijv m d  
exalt His Narite according to His great rt~ercy. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - First Hour 6.5 - ( 60 ) 

I FIRST HOUR OF MONDAY EVE OF HOLY 11 
1 PASCHA 

FromZepltanial~ the prophet, ntay his blessings be witit us all. Amen 

(Zephaniah 1:2-12 NKJ) 

(2) "I will utterly consume all {things) from the face of the land," says the Lord; (3) "I 
will consume man and beast; I will consume the birds of the heavens, the fish of the sea, 
the stumbling blocks along with the wicked. I will cut off man from the face of the land," 
says the Lord. (4) "I will stretch out My hand against Judah, and against all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. I will cut off every trace of Baal from this place, the names of the idolatrous 
priests with the {pagan) priests -- (5) "those who worship the host of heaven on the 
housetops; those who worship and swear {oaths) by the Lord, but who {also) swear by 
Milcom (6) "those who have turned back from {following) the Lord, and have not sought 
the Lord, nor inquired of Him." (7) Be silent in the presence of the Lord God; for the 
day of the Lord {is) at hand, for the Lord has prepared a sacrifice; He has invited His 
guests. (8) "And it shall be, in the day of the Lord's sacrifice, that I will punish the prin- 
ces and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with foreigh apparel. (9) "In the 
same day I will punish all those who leap over the threshold, who fill their masters' houses 
wtith violence and deceit. (10) "And there shall be on that day," says the Lord, 'The sound 
of a mournful cry from the Fish Gate, a wailing from the Second Quarter, and a loud 
crashing from the hills. (11) Wail, you inhabitants of Maktesh! for all. the merchant 
people are cut down; all those who handle money are cut off. (12) "And it shall come to 
pass at that time {that) I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and punish the men who are 
sdttled in complacency, who say in their heart, 'The Lord will not do good, nor will He  
db evil.' 

Gby be to the Hoty Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 27:6-8 NKJ) 

Epsalntos to Da-veed: 

E-ee-hos o-woh ey-e-er-epsa-leen e-ep- 
shois: so-tem Epshois epa-ekh-ro eta- 
oish evol en-kheetf: nay-nee *o-woh 
sd-tern eroy: je enn-thok pe eta-pa-heat 
gos nak: 

Nleluia. 

From the Psalnts of otir teaclter Darid the prophet 
artd ki~tg, rttay his blessings be with ris all Amen. 

I will sing praises to the Lord. Hear, 0 
Lord, {when) I cry with my voice! Have 
mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
{When You said), "Seek My face," My 
heart said to You. 

Alleluia 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

b4 ONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - First Hour 6.6 - ( 61 ) 
0 Lord havepity and rneny on us and make 11s wortlty to listeri to Your Holy Gospel. A cltapterfronl the Holy 
Gospel according to Saint Joltrr the Evangelist and pure disciple, may his blessirrgs be with us all. Ameft 

(John 12:20-36 NKJ) 

(20) Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast. 
(21)Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, 
"Sir, we wish to see Jesus." (22) Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and 
Philip told Jesus. (23) But Jesus answered them, saying, 'The hour has come that the 
Son of Man should be glorified. (24) "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies; it produces much grain. 
(25) "He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. (26) "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there 
My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him {My) Father will honor. (27) "Now 
My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour. (28) "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came from 
heaven, {saying), "I have both glorified {it) and will glorify {it) again." (29) Therefore 
the people who stood by and heard {it) said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel 
has spoken to Him." (30) Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of 
Me, but for your sake. (31) "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be cast out. (32) "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all {peoples) 
to Myself." (33) This He said, signifying by what death He would die. (34) The people 
answered Him, "We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how 
{can) You say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" (35) Then 
Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the 
light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is 
going. (36) "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of 
light." These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them. 

Glory be to God foreverAnrert. 

THE COMMENTARY 

Rtelirsl Hour Cor~trlterttry of Morrday Ese of the Holy Pnsclra, tnav its hlessirrgs be with 11s all. Amerr 

ils the people long to see the shining sun everyday, how much more should be our long- 
ing and desire to see Christ, the sun of righteousness. He lived among the people taking 
the form of a servant. The Greeks, coming to the feast and seeing His great glory, said 
to Phillip, "We want to see Jesus." Jesus said: "The hour is come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified." Jesus was referrlng to His death and resurrection that brought life. 

When they heard His words, He taught them some parables. He told them: While you 
have the light, believe that ye may be children of the light." We also believe that Jesus 
is the true light that was sent by the Father. He shone upon us, who were living in 
darknoss and the shadow of death with the glory of His Divinity and raised us from the 
death of our sins. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - Third Hour 6.7 - (62 1- 

Christ otir Saviour, came and suffered for tis, rhat He may save irs tltrotiglt His nifjerittg. Let us glorify and 
m l t  His Name acconlirtg to His great mercy. 

1 THIRD HOUR OF MONDAY EVE OF THE 11 
1 HOLY PASCHA 11 

Fdnt Zepltanialt Ilte propltet, ntay Itis blessings be with us all. Anten 

(Zephaniah 1:14-2:2 NKJ) 

(14) The great day of the Lord {is) near; {it is) near and hastens quickly. The noise of 
the day of the Lord is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out. (15) That day {is) a day 
of bath,  a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of dark- 
ness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, (16) a day of trumpet and alarm 
against the fortified cities and against the high towers. (17) "I will bring distress upon 
mm, and they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord; their 
blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like refuse." (18) Neither their silver 
not their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's'wrath; but the whole 
ladd shall be devoured by the fire of His jealousy, for He will make speedy riddance of 
all those who dwell in the land. 

(Zephaniah 2) 

(1) Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, 0 undesirable nation, (2) before 
the decree is issued, {before) the day passes like chaff, before the Lord's fierce anger 
corhes upon you, before the day of the Lord's anger comes upon you! 

Glory be m the Holy Trirtify, the Father, Sort and Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 28:9 N U )  Front the Psabns of otir teaclter David the prophet 
and king n t a ~  his blessi~tgs be witlt trs all Anren. 

Eps~bnos to Da-vecd: 
Save Your people, And bless Your in- 

NO-hem em-pek-la-OS esmo e-tek ek-le- heritance; Shepherd them also, And bear 
ro-no-meya: amoy-ne em- mo-o etsha-so them up forever. Hear the voice of my 
sha e-neh: sotem Epshais e-ep-ekh-roo supplications When I cry to You, When I 
ende pa-tovh: khen ep-jean-ta-tovh o- l i f t  up my hands toward Your holy 
veek: Alleluia. sanctuary. Alleluia. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 
-- 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - Sixth Hour 6.8 - ( 63 ) 
0 Lord have pity and nreny on us and nrake us w o h y  to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A chapter fmnt the Holy 
Gospel according to Saitrt Luke the Evangelist arrdpure disciyle, ntoy his blessings be with us all. Anten 

(Luke 9:18-22 NKJ) 

(18) And it happened, as He  was alone praying, {that) His disciples joined Him, and He  
asked them, saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" (19) So they answered and said, 
"John the Baptist, but some {say) Elijah; and others {say) that one of the old prophets 
has risen again." (20) He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered 
and said, 'The Christ of God." (21) And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell 
this to no one, (22) saying, 'The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day." 

Glory be to God forerwAntat. 

THE COMMENTRY 

The Third Hour Conrmertty of Monday Eve of tlrc Holy Pasclra, may its blessirtgs be with us all. Antert 

Jesus prayed to teach us to watch and pray. He asked His disciples: "Whom do men say 
that I, the Son of Man, am?" They answered "Some say that You are John the Baptist, 
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." Jesus said to them: "But whom 
say you that I am?" Simon Peter answered: "You are the Christ, the Son of Living God." 
Jesus said unto him: "Blessed are you Simon for the flesh and the blood has not revealed 
it unto you by My Father who is in heaven. As for the jealous Jews, who deny Me and 
betray Me, I shall put them into shame forever." 

RESPONSE: 

Cltrist our Saviorar, came and sllfleredfor us, that Hc may save 11s fltroriglt His s~lfferirig Let us gIorilv ar~d 
eralt His Natne according to His great rneny. 

11 SIXTH HOUR OF MONDAY I 

Front Joel the prophet, utay his blcssirrg be with ILY all. An~ert 

(Joel 15-15 NKJ) 

( 5 )  Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of the  
new wine, for it has been cut off from your mouth. (6) For a nation has come up against 
My land, strong, and without number; his teeth {are) the teeth of a lion, and he has the 
fangs of a fierce lion. (7) Me has laid waste My vine, and ruined My fig tree; he has 
stripped it bare and thrown {it) away; its branches are made white. (8) Lament like a 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - Sixth Hour 6.9 - ( 64 ) 

virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. (9) The grain offering and the 
dirink offering have been cut off from the house of the Lord; the priests mourn, who min- 
ister to the Lord. (10) The field is wasted, the land mourns; for the grain is ruined, the 
new wine is dried up, the oil fails. (1 1) Be ashamed, you farmers, wail, you vinedressers, 
far the wheat and the barley; because the harvest of the field has perished. (12) The vine 
has dried up, and the fig tree has withered; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, 
ahd the apple tree -- all the trees of the field are withered; surely joy has withered away 
from the sons of men. (13) Gird yourselves and lament, you priests; wail, you who min- 
ister before the altar; come, lie all night in sackcloth, you who minister to my God; for 
the grain offering and the drink offering are withheld from the house of your God. (14) 
Clonsecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the elders {and} all the inhabitants of 
the land {into) the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord. (15) Alas for 
the day! For the day of the Lord {is) at hand; it shall come as destruction from the Al- 
mighty. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirzity, flte Father, Sort and Holy Spitit. 

0 Lord Itavepity artd n t e q  on 11s and make w wofllty to list er^ to Your Holy Gospel. A cltapferjmtn the Holy 
Gospel according to Saittr Mark the Evangelist attdpure disciple, may Itis blessitrg~ be wit11 us all. Atttett 

(Psalms 29:l-2 NKJ) Fmtt the Psaltats of our teacher David the prophet 
artd king, may his blessittgs be wiflt lu allArrtetr. 

Epsalr?tos to Da-veed: 
Give unto the Lord, 0 you mighty ones, 

he-owe em-epshois ne-she-re ente Give unto the ~ o r d  glory and strength. 
evno-te: ane-owe em-epshois en-han Give unto the Lord the glory due to His 
shie-ree en-oily: ane-owe em-epshois en- name; Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
o-bo nem o-tay-o: ane-owe em-epshois holiness. 
en-o-oo em-pef-ran o-osht em-epshois Alleluia. 
khen tek- av-le eth-o-wab: Alleluia. 

(Mark 10:32-34 NKJ) 

(32) Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before 
them; and they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the 
twelve aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to Him: (33) 
"Biehold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief 
priests and to the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the 
Gentiles; (34) "and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. 
Arid the third day He will rise again." 

Glbry be to God forever Anrot. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - Ninth Hour 6.10 - ( 65 ) 

THE COMMENTARY 

rite Sivtlt Hour Co~nmsltry of Monday Eve ofthe Holy Pasclta, may its blessirtgs be with us all. Amen 

As Christ and His disciples were going up to Jerusalem, He started telling them about 
His coming passion. He told them that He will be delivered to their chief priests and 
scribes and they shall condemn him to death and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles. They 
shall mock Him and scrouge Him and shall spit on Him and shall kill Him, and on the 
third day, He shall rise again. 

0 poor Israel, how dare you do this shameful matter to crucifgr Jesus Christ who saved 
you from bondage: In return of His mercy, you have done evil. Therefore, your sin is 
lasting forever. 

RESPONSE: 

Cltrist our Saviour, came and sicflered for us, elrut He tttay saw  us through His nlffcrirtg. Let 11s gIorifi and 
tmlt  His Name accordittg to His great mercy. 

11 NINTH HOUR OF MONDAY OFHOLY 11 

Front Micalt tire prophet, tliajl his blessittgs he with 11s all. Amerr 

(Micah 2:3-10 NKJ) 

(3)Therefore thus says the Lord: "Behold, against this family ]I am rPevi\ing 
which you cannot remove your necks; nor shall you walk haughtily, for this (is) an evil 
time. (4) In that day {one) shall take up a proverb against you, and lament with a bitter 
lamentation, {and) say: 'We are utterly destroyed! He has changed the heritage of my 
people; how He has removed {it) from me! To a turncoat He has divided our fields.' " 
(5) Therefore you will have no one to determine boundaries by lot in  the congregation 
of the Lord. (6) "Do not prattle," {you say to those) who prophesy. So they shall not 
prophesy to you; they shall not return insult for insult. (7) {You who are) named the 
house of Jacob: "Is the Spirit of the Lord restricted? {Are) these His doings? Do not 
My words do good to him who walks uprightly? (8) "Lately My people have risen up as 
an enemy --you pull off the robe wit6 the garment from those who trust {you}: as they 
pass by, like men returned from war. (9) The women of My people you cast out from 
their pleasant houses; from their children you have taken away My glory forever. (104 
"Arise and depart, for this {is) not {your} rest; because it is defiled, it  shall destroy (you). 
even with utter destruction. 

Gby be to the Holy Trir~ity, tlte Fatlrer, Sort and Ho!y Spirit. 



THE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY EVE OF THE HOLY PASHA - Ninth Hour 6.11 - (66 ) 

(Psalms 17:6 NKJ) Front the Psalttts of our teacher David the prophet 
and king, may Itis blessittgs be with us all Amen. 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: 
I have called upon You, for You will hear 

h o k  hy-osh evol je ak-so-tem eroy: rek- me, 0 God; Incline Your ear to me, 
pekmashg eroy o-woh so- tem ena-sa-je: {and) hear my speech. Hear a just cause, 
e'tshe-es-me evnote eta-meth-me: o-woh 0 Lord, Attend to my cry. Alleluia 
mah-thok epa-te-ho: Alleluia. 

O Lord havepity and rneny on tu attd make 11s wotilty to listen to Your Hody Gospel. A chapterfrotn the Holy 
Gospel accordittg to Saittt Mark the Evattgelist attdptrre disciple, may his blessittgs be with us all. Anten 

(Mark 8:27-32 NW) 

(27) Now Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
road He asked His disciples, saying to them, "Who do men say that I am?" (28) And they 
answered, "John the Baptist; but some {say), Elijah; and others, one of the prophets." 
(29) He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And Peter answered and said to 
Him, "You are the Christ." (30)Then He charged them that they should tell no one about 
Him. (31) And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. (32) He spoke this word openly. And Peter took Him aside and began 
to rebuke Him. 

Glory be to God forever Attrert. 

THE COMMENTARY 

7Ite Ninth How Cot~tttrerttty ofMottday Eve ofthe Holy Pascha, may its blessittgs be with us all. Amen 

When the Lord finished questioning His disciples on the way to Ceasarea Phillippi, 
started telling them openly about what is going to happen to Him in Jerusalem, that the 
Son of Man will suffer and be rejected from the Scribes and Priests and after three days 
will rise from the death. 

'Shis is the Stone rejected by the builders as the Scriptures say. His great wrath shall 
fqll upon them and His shame upon their faces for they rewarded good with evil. Those 
Mho hear and believe shall be rewarded with unperishable joy. 

RESPONSE: 

Qrrist our Saviour, catttc attd srifferedfnr us, that He ttray save 11s rltro~iglt His stllfrirrg. Let us glorij\f and 
wit His Nanre according to His great meny. 
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~IELEVENTH HOUR OF MONDAY EVE OF HOLY~~ 

8 PASCHA 1 
From Micah the prophet, may his blessinp be with us all. Amen 

(Micah 3:14 NKI) 

(1) And 1 said: "Hear now, 0 heads of Jacob, and you rulers of the house of Israel: (Is 
it) not for you to know justice? (2) You who hate good and love evil; who strip the skin 
from {My) people, and the flesh from their bones; (3) Who also eat the flesh of My 
people, flay their skin from them, break their bones, and chop (them) in pieces like 
{meat) for the pot, Like flesh in the caldron." (4) Then they will cry to the Lord, but He 
will not hear them; He will even hide His face from them at that time, because they have 
been evil in their deeds. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Farher, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Psalms 18:17-l8 N U )  From the Psulnis of our teacher David the prophet 
and king wray his blessings be with US allAmen. 

Epsalnaos to Da-wed: 
He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

Nhh 'met e a  en-to-to en-na-p-je et- From those who hated me, For they 
gor: nzm evol en-to-to en-ne eth-mos-te were too strong for me. They confronted 
e h o y :  je-av-tag-PO ehot-eroy av-er- me in the day of my calamity. Alleluia. 
shorp eroy: kben epe-hoo-o ente pa-et- 
hemko: Alleluia. 

0 Lord havep@ and merty on us andmake us worrhy to listen to YourHoly Gospel. A chayterj?orn the Holy 
G~)spcI according to Saint Matthew the EvmangeIist a n d p m  disciple, may his blessings be with us @ZL - h e n  

Matthew 17:19-23 NKJ) 
D 

(19) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast him 
out?" (20) So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, 
if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 
there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. (2 1) "However, this kind 
does not go out except by prayer and fasting." (22) Now while they were staying in 
Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of 
men, (23) "and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up." And they were 
exceedingly sorrowful. 

Glory be to God fomrAmen.  



TIIE KITE OF PASSION WEEK 
- - - -- - -- -- -.-- -. 

MONDAY EVE OF TJIE HOLY PASHA - Eleventh Hour 6.13 - (68 ) 

THE COMMENTARY 

Ihc Elc\mtlr Hour Cirrtituertty of hkv~day Eve ofrlle Holy Pasclra, may i1.r blessings bp with u s  all. Amen 

f..istcri to the Merciful arid Beneficient God praising prayer and honoring fasting, as they 
are the foundation of all other virtues. When His disciples asked: "Why could not we 

cast the clevil out?' Jesus answered: "Because of your disbelief. If you have faith, y c ~ :  
~ l ~ a l l  say t o  the niountain rnove to another place, arid it shall move. Nothing shall bc [ I i j  

pwiil)ic f o l  the believer." 

L et 11s 9iavc plea1 Iiojw, true faithfulness beyond doubt, and he zealoils in o u r  i o v r  n lit( 

wrpasses everything. l Ie who loves, believes everything. Let us pray regularly a i d  1 0 i  c 
I ( %  fast so we Inay he rewarded with His promises. 

RESf'ON S E  
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MONDAY OF THE HOLY PASCHA 

THE HAPI'ENINGS AND READINGS: 

Jesus left the house of Bethany which is situated on the edge of the eastern Mount of Olives which has 
herome known as the hometown of Lamus  and his sisters Mary and Martha. Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
ahout two miles (fifteen stadia) away (John 11: 18). He headed for the Temple for as we said previously Hc 
spent the days of this week in the Temple and at nights Hc returned to Bethany, as Saint Luke says: "And 
In the daytime He was teaching in the Temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called 
Olivet. Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the Temple to hear Him." (Luke 21:17- 
W) A. i l r  was passing from the house of Betheny to the tcmple on the morning of this day (Monday) He 
i~lrscd the fruitless fig tree as stated in Matthew 20:18-19 and Mark 11:12-20. 

7 lic aeasctn that Christ cursed the fig tree was because it had leaves on it only. Usually, the fruit appears 
\nil11 the Ie,+ves. In Mark 11, it is stated that it was not the season for figs and thus there should have hem 
m) lraves either. The presence of the leaves prior to its time indicates that the tree has beared fruit, although 
I-dore its designated time. But there was no fruit on it at all, nor an indication that i t  shall bear fruit. Th~s  
~ r r c .  full of leaves, and empty of fruit, resembled the Jewish nation who have pretended to be the only holj 
n'itioii on earth. For they had the Law, tcmple, religious customs of fasting, feasts and evening and morn 
tnp sacrifices. Despite all this, they were void of faith, love, true holiness, humbleness and rcadinesq 
rc ccivc t he Lord ('hrist and be obedient to His commandme~its. 

1 he Lord Christ cursed the fig tree for not because of its fruitlessnrss but hecause of its many leatcs nhiclt 
15 false ad\crtisement of having fruits. In  the same manner God treats the person not bearing fruits and 
rchukes him ". . they are clouds without water, carried ahout by thc winds; late,autumn trees without fruir, 
twice (lead, pullctl up hy the roots; raging waves of the sea. 101 rning up theit own   ha me; wnndcring ,[;trs 
f o r  uhom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever" (.ludc 1:12-13). 

"And Jesus went into the tcrriplc and began to drive out thosc who hought and sold 111 the tcmpic, a t ~ l  
rwrturned the ta lks  of the money-changers and the seats of thow who saki doves. And He would not 
,rllow anyone to carry wares through the temple" (Mark 11:1.5-16). 

rile cries of the sellers, the buyers and the voiccs of the rattle in the ternplc appcarcd to ('hrist as a siatc' 
fit  for  a 'den of theivcs' when they split their thefrcd material allcl not the holiness of Flis house. In a u w ,  
He was saying to them 'you have defiled My house with your fort~iddcn husinc~s, you have taken awaj \chat 
is worthy of God. You have made the Divine tenlplc a market place for human gain. You have taken aua! 
the opportunity for worshippers to lilt their licarts to God in praycr in the designated holy place. You haw 
robhed the foreigners of thcir money by your selling'. 

t The moqt important happening of  his day is that nf the fr  uitlc5s fig trcc Ilut full o f  Icnves. 'I'hcn driving 
out of thc sellers of doves and money-exchangers from the temple. After this. . Chriit spent the rest of the 
day teaching and performing miracles to the extent that the cheif priests and temple guards looked at Him 
with jealousy and planned to kill Hini. 

For this ... the Holy Spirit organised the readings of Monday arid 'I'uc~day Eve of the Holy Pascha (trvc 
daily hours and fitx nightly hours) all of which revolve around thc following: 

(1) the leaves without fruit 

(2) the defiling of the temple with outward w o ~  ship and the usr of the tcniplc Tor grrinillg money which r b c . ~  
not liave the joy of (iod. 

+ On this day, the C:hurch places befoie the faithful an imporiant pririciplt. for  !he !ifc wil h ( hrist. . l ' h c c 5  
principle was dwelt upon by our Saviour. Fie clearly and with all horicsty ciisplaycd i t  10 us I)y ;tlcr.tiny P, (11 
the Phariscc's !cast which is their hypocrisy. 
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The True Physician of our souls knows that bad habits are very dangerous to the human soul which He 

dcsircs to save ... fie loves taxcollectors and sinners and secs that thcir recovery is at hand ... cvcn to the 
woman caught in adullcry He said, "Neither do I condemn you" (John 8:ll). As for hypocrisy ... there is no 
compromise with it ... for with which the sinner justifies himself and thus denies himself healing. 

Thus ... from thc beginning ... while on the doorstep of passion ... one will not be able to travel thc Lord's 
road unless they place in thcir heart that thcir soul must bear fruit of the Holy Spirit, leaving hypocrisy and 
outward appearances which brings nothing but people's praise. 

Monday's Morning Prayer: 

The day begins with the prophecy from Genesis which relates to us the story of creation ... and thr Holy 
Spirit enforces repeatcdly [hat God saw what He had made, and i t  was good. Then comes the creation of 
sian ( o n  (;ad's image) and He says:'Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed i t  was very 
Rood" ((;enesis 131). 

-1 he second prophecy of the same hour is from Isiah the prophet ... and in it God asks in great suffering. 
''%'hat more could have been done to my vineyard that I have not done in it?" (Isiah 54) .  

You arc without an excuse, 0 man. .. why did you leave God and neglect His commandments. 

The Church always reminds and asks the faithful to bear fruit of righteousness by the Spirit and to be 
strong, fruitful branches in the True Vine. The Lord has done everything that is good. On His image and 
likel~css He created man and saw that it was all good ... why thcn did it bring forth wild grapes? (lsiah 54). 

'I'he remaining readings all clearly reveal one truth ... How has man leaned towards sin, left his God and 
s$ddcned ?]is heart. Thc Lord waited to see the fruit but did not. 

f he Third Hour: 

( 1 )  Isiah 5:20-.30 :"Woe to those who call evil good, and good cvil; who put darkness for light, and light foi 
darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes (jus- 
tifying themselves) and prudent in their own sight". 

(2) Jeremiah 9:12-19 :"Why does the land perish and burn up like a wilderness, so that no one can pass 
through? Because they have forsaken My law which I set Reforr, them". 

As for the Gospel ... it's concerned with the fig trcc which has leaves but fruitless ... the Lord desired to 
eat of it's Irui t  but found none. .. when He entered the temple He found it as a den of theives - made void 
of tllc Glory of God - His hcatt was satfdened due to the material gaining to the extent that His disciples 
retncmlwcrl that i t  was written: "The x a l  of Your Irousc has catcn me up". 

l'hc easy wide road is tra\ellcct by the hypocrites ... the life of outward appearance is very easy but char- 
ge4 the person to grow at the account of Christ's Glory. Through it, the deceive and poor person becomes 
a slave to C'hrist. Thus ... thr Lord placed Ixforc our eyes a very important truth - He tells us in  the Gospel 
of I he 1st H our of'l'uesdap Eve: "Strive tocntrr through the narrow gate" (Luke 10:24). This is the medicine ... 
t ( ~  hrc ftotn hypoctisy which is full of death and saddens our Saviour .. to enter from the narrow gate leav- 
ing the widc ancl easy gate full of noise. appraisal of men and vain glory. 

The prophecy of thc 3rd llour ofTucrday Evc is from h4;llachi 1: 1-9. ( i o c l  reproaches us with all love: "'I 
have loved you' says the Lord ... Ii thcn i am the Father, whctr is My honour? And if I am a Master, where 
is My reverence?" .., l l e  offers reproach in a nice manner. .. "And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,is 
;I not cvil? And when you offcr the lame and sick, is it  not evil?" 

I rlcsirc h o ~ n  you the true fluit which is good and not I d  ... the blind, l a r i i~  a id sick which is the fruit  of 
ycmt hypocl isy clues not please me or fool rile with its outward appcarancc ... siridarly thc pralsc. of men.. 
11ut blcsscd i 5  he whonl God pr niscs and not men. 

Tlic tlcsirr of ( j o r l ' s  heart is to collect the Iruit of I l k  rhildrcn nhich i Ic hunger$ for. . uho amongst W 
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Who among us my brothers that is loved and is aware of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees which is blind, 
lame and sick fruit which does not fill (hd 's  hunger. 

As for the Gospel of this hour, it is very clear that it carries the same message: "Flow often I wanted to 
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her breed under her wings, but you were not willing!" (Luke 
13:34). God desires and wants to guarantee us and collect our fruits ... but we don't offer fruit but deniance 
and prude~~ce to the beautiful God. 

The readingc continur, and accumulate, with clearance, the sut:ject of the soul's service which our Cop- 
11c ('hurch teaches on this day of the Holy Pascha. 

[ 9th Hour of Tuesday Eve: 

' l h r  proplwcy is from Hosea the prophet chapter 10: 12- 15 :"Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap i n  
mercy ... Break up your fallow ground, for it  is time t o  seek the: Lord, till He conies and rains righ~cousncss 
or1  you". 

How l w u t t f u l  is t h i q  ~)rophccy. I t  is as if  it's written especially for the su1)ject of the 9th Hour. The Gospel 
rc simhrly centrcd: "Now you Phariwes make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but your inward part 
vs full of greed and wickedness" (Luke 1139). Isn't this the same thing (outward appearance) that Hosca 
ny talking ahoul? 

1'110 p p h e c y  of the concludiag Hourjthc 11111 Hour) is fron~ Arnos 5:O-14 :Tor I know your  maniftritl 
I rarliprcssic~ns and youl- n~igli(y sins" ... our new sills which are repetitive for we hcconie easy in our livcs, 
drpt and did not takc watch to uproot our transgressions and sins that they may not he madc anew. For 
I h i 5  the Gospel of this Hour (as well as the 6th Hour) tells us: "Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not 
know when the time is" (Mark 1333). 

" .. lcst your l~carts he weighed down with carousing drunkenness, arid cares of this life" (L.uke 2134). 

I May our Good (;od gicc us the spirit of awakcncss to kccp watch and be fruitful anti offer acccptablc 
fruits W ~ h c  Lord is pledscd with us, so that {Ic may rat and t ~ c  fillet1 by ow fruits. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

MORNING HOUR OF MONDAY OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

P 

Front the Book of Genesis of Moses the prophet, muy his hlessitzgs be with us all. Arnerr 

(Genesis 1:l-2:3 NKJ) 

( 1 )  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (2) The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness {was) on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. (3) Then God said, "Let there be  light"; and there 
was light. (4) And God saw the light, that {it was) good; and God divided the light from 
the darkness. ( 5 )  God called the light Day, and the darkness H e  called Night. So the eve- 
riling and the morning were the first day. (6) Then God said, "Let there be  a firniarnent 
i m  the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters." (7) Thus God 
made the firmament, and divided the waters which {were} under the firmament frorn 
the waters which {were) above the firmament; and it was so. (8) Ana God called the fir- 
manlent Iieaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day. (9) Then God 
said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry {land) appear"; and it was so. (10) And God called the dry {land) Earth, and the 
gathering together of the waters He  called Seas. And God saw that {it wqs) good. (11) 
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb {that) yields seed, {and) the 
fruit tree {that) yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed {is) in itself, on the earth"; 
arid i t  was so. (12) And the earth brought forth grass, the herb {that} yields seed accord- 
irtg to its kind, and the tree {that) yields fruit, whose seed {is) in itself according to its 
kincl. And God saw that {it was) gootl. (13) So tile evening and the morning were the 
third day. (14) 'I'lien God said, "Imt there he lights in the firrnament of the heavens to 
divide tile day frorn the night; and let t h c n ~  he for signs and seasons, and for days and 
years; (15) "and let tliern he for lights in the firtnanient of the heavens to give light on 
the earth"; and it was so. (16) Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rrilt: thc iiight. {I-ie made) the stars also. (17) God set 
them in the firnramerit of the Ireavens to give light on the earth, (18) and to rule over 
the day and over the night, anrl t_o clivicle the light from the darkness. And God saw that 
{it was) good. (19) So the evening and the morningwere the fourth day. (20)Tl1en God 
sdid, "Let the waters abound with arl ahunclance of Iivir~g creatures, and ler bird5 fly above 
the earth across the face of the firniarnent of the heavens." (2 1)  So God created gre:~t 
seacieatures and every living thi~ig t l w  rnovec, with wtiich the watcrs abounded, accord- 
ing to their kind, ilil(l every winged bird according to its kind. And Gocl saw that { i t  was) 
good. (22) And God Idessed them, saying. "tle Irui t F U I  m1C1 m111 tiply, and f i l l  the waters 
i n  tiw seas, and let birds ri~ultiply on the cartlr." (23) So thc cvci~ing :~rrd the morning 
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were the fifth day. (24) Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature ac- 
cording to itakind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, {each} according to  
its kind"; and it was so. (25)  And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, 
cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to  its kind. 
And God saw that {it was} good. ( 2 6 )  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our  image, 
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
o n  the earth." (27) So God created man in His {own) image; in the image of God H e  
created him; male and female H e  created them. (28) Then God blessed them, and God 
said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill  the earth and subdue it; have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth." (29) And God said, "See, I have given you every herb {that) yields seed which 
{is) on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be  
for food. (30) "Also, to every beast of the earth, to  every bird of the air, and to every- 
thing that creeps on the earth, in which {there is) life, {I  have given) every green herb 
for food"; and it was so. (31) Then God saw everything that He  had made, and indeed 
{it was) very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

(Genesis 2) 

( l )  Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. (2) And on 
the seventh day God ended His work which H e  had done, and He'rested on the seventh 
day from all His work which Me had done. (3) Then God blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it, because in i t  He rested from all liis work which God had created and made. 

also 
From Jesus, son o f  Sirnclt the prophet, r t t q  his h1e.ssit1g.s he rz-itlz trs d. .I mer 1 

JESUS SON OF SIRACH 1:l-19 

1 All wisdom comes from the Lord and is with him for ever. 2 The sand of the sea, the 
drops of rain, and the, days of eternity-who can count them? 3 The height of heaven, the 
breadth of the earth, the abyss, and wisdo~n-who can search them out 4 Wisdom was 
created before all things, and ptudent understanditlg frorn eternity. 6 The root of wis- 
dom - to whom has it been revealed? Her  clever devices-who knows them? 8 There is 
One who is wise, greatly to be feared, sitting upon his throne. 9 The Lord himself created 
wisdom; he saw her and apportioned her, he poured her out upon all his works. 10 She 
dwells with all flesh according to his gift, and he supplied her to those who love him. 11 
The fear of the I ~ o r d  is glory and exultation, and gladness and a crown of rejoicing. 12 
"I'he fear of the Lord delights the heart, and gives gladness and joy and long life. 13 With 
him who fears the Lord it willgo well at the end; on  the day of his death lie will be blessed. 
14 'Ib fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; she is created with the faithful in the 
womb. 15 She made among men an eternal foundation, and anlong their descendants 
she will be trusted. 16 To fear the Lord is wisdom's full measure: $he satisfies men with 
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her frui ts; 17 she fills their whole house with desirable goods, and their storehouses with - 
her produce. 18 The fear of the Lord is the crown of wisdom, making peace and perfect 
health to flourish. 19 H e  saw her and apportioned her; he rained down knowledge and 
discerning comprehension, and he exalted the flory of those who held her fast. 

G l w y  be to /he IIoi'y 7iinity, fhe Futher, Son and Holy Spirit. 

A Ilotrlily of our furher Saint Abbu Sl~errouda the Archmandrite, rnay his holy hlessir l!:! 
/ 9 ~  wit11 i a  ~111. Ametz. 

tlrotl~ers, i f  we need to escape from God's punishment and find mercy before Him, we 
n w t  sit alone at the end of the day and search through ourselves and ask: What have 
we offcred our serving angel to convey to the Lord? When the night is over and the day 
breaks, we have to search our souls and find out what we have offered to our guardian 
angel to deliver to God. We should not doubt for a single moment that every person, 
~ ; I I I J  or wornan, young or old, who was. baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and 
t l!t I loly Spirit, has an angel responsible for him till their death, and to convey and raise 
~lrcir deeds, wlietlier hy night or day, to God. Not because God does not know what we 
arc doing, but on the contrary, God knows every deatil of it; as it is written 'God's eyes 
;ir c watclli~ig continuously, and every where, the evildoers and the righteous'. The an- 
gcla ; I ~ C  servants appointed by God for those who are going to inherit salvation. 

l ~ i  rn cor~c+lu(k the Ilornily of ourfirther Suint Abba Slzertouda the Archnzartdrite who has 
cw/ij:!rtcitcri our ttrirrds atzd tlte eyes of our Izearts, in the nmne qf the Father, Soil and Holy 
Apd, (hie God, Arneri. 

Psalms 72:18-19 NIQ) Frow the Psalr~is of our teacher Duvid the 
prophet and kiizg, may his blessirtgs be 

/ j~ \ , dmo~  fo  LIU-PWCI: with us all Aruert. 

I.:f ct;r~l;troo~ c ~ ~ j c  cpslwis evrlote cm- fJlessetl {be )  the Lord God, the God of 
cpes-ra. cel: fc-et-eree en- han-esh-pee- Israel, Who only does wondrous things!, 
1 !3 r~l~l-m;r-vatf: ef-esmaroot enje pc-rarl And blessed {be} His glorious name 
ctlio;vat)ct~te pcf-oo-o sha-eneh: es-c- forever! Atid let tlie whole earth be filled 
dto-pe es-e-she-pe: Alleluia. {with) His glory. Amen and Amen. 

Alleluia. 

0 Inrd I1c7ve jdy ~ t t d  tizcrcy ott MS m d  tmkc us  orth thy to /isteu to Your Hob Gospel. A 
ch~zprcr,fior)t llte iloly Gacpel amorditlg to Saint Murk the Eva~tgeli.~t utzd pure disciple, 
Itlrry lti,r hlr..wing:.r be with I L F  (111. at net^ 

(Mark 11:12-24 NKJ) 

( 12) T4ow E l1t3 t m t  (hy, wl~eri they liatl come o u t  fro111 Uetllany, He was hungry. (13) And 
sccielg f ~ r . , ; ~  afar a f i g  tree l~avitig leaves, tic went to see i f  perhaps H e  would find some- 
thivp on i t .  Atid w11cn Ile camc to it, Ilc fou~ltl nothing hut leaves, for it was not the 
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season for figs. (14) In response Jesus said to  it, "Let no  one eat fruit from you ever again." 
And His disciples heard {it). (15) So they came to  Jerusalem. And Jesus went into the 
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned 
the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. (16) And H e  
would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. (17) Then H e  taught, saying 
to them, "Is it not written, 'My house shall be  called a house of prayer for all nations'? 
Nut you have made it a {den of thieves)." " (18) And the scribes and chief priests heard 
it and sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people 
were astonished at His teaching. (19) And when evening had come, H e  went out of the 
city. (20) Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. (21) And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The  fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away." (22) So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God. 
(23) "For assuredly, I say to  you, whoever says to  this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast 
into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will 
cu~nc  to pass, he will have whatever he says. (24) 'Therefore I say to you, whatever things 
y o ~ i  3 ~ k  when you pray, believe that you receive {them}, and you will have {them). 

THE COMMENTARY 

In  the beginning God created heaven and earth and his spirit was there. if e made a di:, 
tinction between day and night. He  called the light, day, and the darkness, night. H e  
created this with great wisdom. O n  the second day, God separated the sky from the 
waters, and called it heaven. On the third day, H e  gathered the waters and separated I", 

from the earth. On the fourth day, He  created the sun, moon, and the starts. On the 
fifth day, H e  created birds, fish, animals, trees and plants. On the sixth day, H e  created 
Adam, the first human being and a female companion for him. I le  gave them dominion 
over all His work. O n  the seventh day, H e  rested, for He had completed all His work. 
This was according to Ilis Divine plan. Let us glorify and exalt His name according to  
1 Iis great mercy. 

RESPONSE: 

GIt~ist our Saviour, came and suflered for us. tliut HCJ rmy su1.e rt.5 11tr-or@ H i . y  wffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name accordirig to His great rn~rcy. 
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(Isaiah 52030 NKJ) 

(20) Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! (21) Woe to {those who are} 
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! (22) Woe to men mighty at drink- 
i~lg wine, woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink, (23) who justify the wicked 
for a bribe, and take away justice from the righteous man! (24) Therefore, as the fire 
tlevours the stubble, alid the flame consumes the chaff, {so) their root will be as rotten- 
ness, arid their blossom will ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the 
il x)rd of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. (25) Therefore the anger 
of the Lord is aroused against His people; he has stretched out His hand against them 
mcl stricken them, and the hills trembled. Their carcasses {were) as refuse in the midst 
of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand {is) stretched out 
slill. (26) He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, and will whistle to them from 
the end of the earth; surely they shall come with speed, swiftly. (27) No one will be weary 
or stu~nble among them, N o  one will slumber or sleep; nor will the belt on their loins be 
Iolosed, nor the strap of their sandals be broken; (28) Whose arrows {are} sharp, and all 
rlwir Iwvs bent; their horses' hooves will seem like flint, and their wheels like a 
!;l~irlwincl. (29) 'Their roaring {will be} like a lion, they will roar like young lions; yes, 
1l11cy will roar and lay hold of the prey; they will carry {it) away safely, and no one will 
rlcliver. (30) In that day they will roar against them like the roaring of the sea. And if 
{ w e )  looks to the land, behold, darkness {and) sorrow; and the light is darkened by the 
clouds. 

C rlory he to 1 1 1 ~  Holj 'lii~lity, the Father; Son artcl Ifoly Spirit. 
t r i t d  dro 
Fium .Icrenricrh the prophet, may his blessings he with us (111. Ante11 

(Jeremiah 9:12-19 NKJ) 

( l ,?)  Who {is) the wise man who may understand this? And {who is he) to whom the 
ri~m~til of the Lord has spoken, that he may declare it? Why does the land perish {and) 
i tt1r13 IIQ likc II wilderness, so that no one can pass through? (13) And the I m d  said, "Be- 
cause they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have not obeyed My voice, 
nor walked according to it, (14) "but they have walked according to the imagination of 
their ( IWII  lieart atld after the Daals, which their fathers taught them," (15) therefore thus 
:ayis the h r d  of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I will feed them, this people, with 
~lir~rlllwood, and give them water of gall to drink. (16) "1 will scatter then1 also among the 
f ;eiltiles, wllcm neither they nor their fathers have known. And I will send a sword after 
tlic111 until I have coilsunled them." (17) 'Thus says the 1n)l-d of hosts: "Consider and call 
for' ll~e ~nourning women, that thcy may come; and send for skillful wailing women, that 
tidy Inay come. (18) Let thern make haste and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may 
I I I F I  with tears, and our eyelids gush with water. (19) For a voice of wailing is heard from 
fi'iorl: 'llow we are plundered! We are greatly ashamed, because we have forsaken the 
I i t ~ r c l ,  I,ecause we have been cast out of our  dwellings.' " 
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Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 122~1-2 NKJ) 

E~~sulnios to Da-veed: 

Front tlze Psalms of our teacher David 
the prophet and king, may his blessings 
he with us all Amen. 

Ay-oo-nof e-jen-ne etav gos nee: je- I was glad when they said to me, "I X L  
tcnna she-nan e-cp-ec ern epshois: lien- us go into the liousc of the Ln~rd." Our 
c tshal-avg av-o-he era-too: khen n e  feet have been standing Within your 
;~v-leyn ente yerosa-leam: Alleluia. gates, 0 Jerusalem! Alleluia. 

(Mark 1I:l l - l9 N K J )  

( 11) Aiid Jcsus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when kie had looked itrij~:iri  

at all things, as the hour was already late, H e  went o u t  to k t h a n y  with the twelve. ( I c') 
Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, I l e  was hungry. (13) And 
seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, H e  went to see if  perhaps I le would find sornc- 
riling on i t .  And when He  came to it, H e  found ~lothing but leaves, for it was not tlrt 
season fur figs. (14) In response Jesus said to it, "Lxt no one eat fruit frorn you ever again." 
And His disciples heard {it). (15) So they came to Jerusalem. And Jesus went into the 
temple md began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned 
the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. (16) And H e  
would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. (17) Then H e  taught, saying 
to them, "Is it not written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'? 
But you have made it a {den of thieves)." " (18) And the scribes and chief priests heard 
i t  and sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people 
were astonished at Elis teaching. (19) And when evening had corm, He went o u t  of the 
city. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The 77zird Hour Conttnentury of Motrday of the Hob, F ' L L ~ I L I ,  may ils l ~ l c ~ s i r ~ g s  be r t i t l t  us 
all. Antert 

On Sunday evening, Our L ~ r d  Jesus Christ went outside Jerusalem with His disciples. 
Ile became hungry and saw from a distance a fig tree; so I l c  went to i t  to gct some fruits. 
Hut He  found leaves with no fruits, so H e  cursed the tree and imrnedintely, i t  withered 
Ilis disciples marvelled. 

Have faith in  your hearts and God will grant you everythi~rg y o t l  w k  for. Do not be 
surprised that the fig tree had withcred from one word, for i f  you  Ixwe filith, > o t i  will 
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order the mountains to move from its place. Therefore, learn a lesson from this fig tree 
ann be fruitful and repent to gain forgiveness. Pray hard with tears and light lanterns 
with virtues so they may shine upon you on the day of judgement. Share the suffering 
with your brothers and think how much Jesus had suffered for you to save you. 

RESPONSE: 

C%& our Saviour, came and suffered for us, thut He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and aalt  His Name according to His great mercy. 

From the Book of Exodus of Moses the prophet, may his blessings he with us all. Amen 

(Exodus 32:7-15 NKJ) 

(7) And the Lord said to Moses, "Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out 
of the land of Egypt have corrupted {themselves). (8) 'They have turned aside quickly 
out of the way which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, 
and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'This {is) your god, 0 Israel, that brought 
you out of the land of Egypt!' " (9) And the Lord said to Moses, "I have seen this people, 
and indeed it {is) a stiff-necked people! (10) "Now therefore, let Me alone, that My 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a 
great nation." (11) Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: "Lord, why 
does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land 
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? (12) "Why should the Egyptians 
speak, and say, 'He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent 
fro~ni this harm to Your people. (13) "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your ser- 
vants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your des- 
ceddants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to yoilr 
descendants, and they shall inherit {it) forever.' " (14) So the Lord relented from the 
harm which He said He would do to His people. (15) And Moses turned and went down 
from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony {were) in his hand. The tablets 
{were) written on both sides; on the one {side) and on the other they were written. 

Glory be to the Holy Thtity, the F~zther, Son and Holy Spi~it. alro 
From the Book of Wisdom of Solomon the prophet, nttzy his blessings be with us all. Amen 

WISDOM OF SOLOMON 1:1-9 

l Love righteousness, you rulers of the earth, think of the Lord with uprightness, and 
seek him with sincerity of heart; 2 because he is found ;by those who do not put him to 
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the test, and manifests himself to those who do not distrust him. 3 For perverse thoughts 
separate men from God, and when his power is tested, it convicts the follish; 4 because 
wisdom will not enter a deceitful soul, nor dwell in a body enslaved to sin. 5 For a holy 
and disciplined spirit will flee from deceit, and will rise and depart from foolish thoughts, 
and will be ashamed at the approach of unrighteousness. 6 For wisdom is a kindly spirit 
and will not free a blasspl~emer from the guilt o of his words; because God is witness of 
his inmost feeling, and a true observer of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 7 Because 
the Spirit of the la rd  has filled the world, and that which holds all things together knows 
what is said; 8 therefore no one who utters unrighteous things will escape notice, and 
justice, when i t  punishes, will not pass hini by. 9 For inquiry will be made into the coun- 
sels of an ungodly man, and a report of his words will come to the Lord, to convict him 
of his lawless deeds; 

G'lo~v be to the Holy Trinity, the Futher, Sort a d  1Ioly Sl~irit. 

(Psalms 122:4 NKJ) Front the I3alrn.s of our teacher David tlre? 
prophet and king, ttltuy his blessings be with 

kpsalrnos to Da-wed: us all Anten. 

Etav-siien-oo giiar e-ep-shoy elnav enje (4) Where the tribes go up, The tribes crf 
~le-fe-lee: ne-fe-lee ente epshois ev-met the Imrd, To the 'Testimony of Israel, 'Fo 
meth-re em-epesra-eel: ev-oo-on11 evnl give thanks to t h ~  name of the Lord. 
em-ef- ran em epslwis: Alleluia. Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity artd mercy or1 us urzd ntukc u, worilty to lislett to Kmr Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfront the Holy Gospel uccordirzg to Suirzt John the Evartgelist and pure disciple, rway 
hi$ blessings he with La all. Arrterr 

(John 2:13-17 NKJ) 

(13) Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, ar~d Jesus went up to Jerusalem. (14) 
And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
rnoneychangers doing business. (15) Wlwl I le had niade a whip of cords, He drove then1 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and tlie oxen, and poured out the changed money 
and overturned the tables. (10) And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things 
away! Do not make My Father's house a house of  n~ercliandise!" (17) Then His disciples 
remembered that i t  was written, "Zeal for Your Iiouse has eater1 Me up." 

Glory be to G ) d  forervr Anten. 

THE COMMENTARY 

How dare you Israelites to change the place of forgiveness into a place of sin and the 
house of prayer into a den of thieves, ancl a place for cattle, sheep, doves. and money 
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&angers. What is that profit full of evil and unjust? When Jesus looked at His Father's 
house and found that you have made it a place for robbers and traders, He kicked out 
All the cattles, the merchants, and overturned the tables of the money changers. When 
the disciples saw this, they remembered what was written about Him: "Zeal for Your 
house has eaten me up". He  did that with authority. 

Your dominion is everlasting on heaven and earth and Your might has moved the 
mountains, but Israel has ignored that, therefore they were deprived of Your help and 
support. 

RESPONSE: 

CIirist our Saviour, came and sufiered for us, that He may save us through Hii suffering. 
Let us glorifj, and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

I~NINTH HOUR OF MONDAY OF HOLY PASCHA 1 

Front the Book of Genesis of Moses the prophet, may It is ble.~sings be with us all. Amen 

(Genesis 2:15-324 NKJ) 

(15) Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it. (16) And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the gar- 
den you may freely eat; (17) "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." (18) And the Lokd God said, 
"{It is) not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." 
(19) Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of 
the air, and brought {them} to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever 
Adam called each living creature, that {was) its name. (20) So Adam gave names to all 
cantle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not 
fomd a helper comparable to him. (21) And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
oni Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 
(22) Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and 
He brought her to the man. (23) And Adam said: 'This {is} now bone of my bones and 
flash of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." (24) 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. (25) And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were 
noit ashamed. (Genesis 3) (1)  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the 
fierld which the I m d  God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 
'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" (2) And the woman said to the serpent, 
"We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; (3) "but of the fruit of the tree which 
{is) in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch 
it, lest you die.' " (4) And the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. (5) 
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"For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil." (6) So when the woman saw that the tree {was) good 
for food, that it {was) pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make {one) wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. (7) Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they {were) naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. (8) And they heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. (9) Then 
the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, "Where {are) you?" (10) So he said, "I 
heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." 
(1 1) And He said, "Who told you that you {were) naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" (12) Then the man said, 'The 
woman whom You gave {to be) with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." (13) And 
the Lord God said to the woman, "What {is) this you have done?" And the woman said, 
'The serpent deceived me, and I ate." (14) So the Lord God said to the serpent: "Be- 
cause you have done this, you {are) cursed more than all cattle, and more than every 
beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your 
life. (15) And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel." (16) To the woman 
He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring 
forth children; Your desire {shall be) for your husband, and he shall rule over you." (17) 
Then to Adarn He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed {is) 
the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat {of) it all the days of your life. (18) Both 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. (19) 
In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it 
you were taken; for dust you {are), and to dust you slwll return." (20) And Adam called 
his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. (21) Also for Adam and 
his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. (22) Then the Lord God 
said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest 
be put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever" -- (23) 
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till  the ground from which 
he was taken. (24) So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the 
garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 

Glory he to the i i d y  7iinily, tlzc fitlter, Sott urtci l-lolj~ Sl~irit. 
d o  
Front Isaiah the propltet, tnay hk blessings be with us all. Ante~t 

(Isaiah 40:l-5 NKJ) 

(1)  "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" says your God. (2) "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, 
and cry out to her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has 
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins." (3) The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
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God. (4) Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; 
the crooked places shall be made straight, and the rough places smooth; ( 5 )  the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see {it) together; for the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken." 

Glory be to the Holy Thtity, the &her, Son and Holy Spirit. 
alrso 
Prom the Proverbs of Solomon the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Proverbs 1:l-9 NKJ) 

( 1 )  The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: (2) T o  know wisdom and 
instruction, to perceive the words of understanding, (3) to receive the instruction of wis- 
d~om, Justice, judgment, and equity; (4) to give prudence to the simple, to the young man 
knowledge and discretion -- ( 5 )  A wise (man) will hear and increase learning, and a man 
of understanding will attain wise counsel, (6) to understand a proverb and an  enigma, 
the words of the wise and their riddles. (7) The fear of the Lord {is) the beginning of 
knowledge, {but) fools despise wisdom and instruction. (8) My son, hear the instruction 
of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother; (9) for they (will be )  grace- 
ful ornaments on your head, and chains about your neck. 

Glory he to the Holy Trinity) the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 655  NKJ) 

Epsalrnos to Da-veed: 

Front the Psalms of our leacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be 
with us all Amen. 

Sotem eron evnote pen so-teer: te-hel- You will answer us, 0 God of our salva- 
pkes ente av-regf em-ep- ka-he teerf: oo- tion, {You who are) the confidence of 
oniatf em-fe etakk-sotph o-woh ak-shopf all the ends of the earth, And of the far- 
etok: ef- e-sho-pe khen nek av-leyo sha- off seas; Blessed {is the man whom) 
eneh: Alleluia. YOLI choose, And cause to approach 

{You), {That) he may dwell in Your 

0 Lord Ituve pity and rnercy ort us unil nluke us trvrtlty ro listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterhm the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mattltcrv the Evangelist and pure disciple, 
may hls blessings be with us all. A~nert 

(Matthew 21:23-27 NW) 

(23) Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
confronted IIirn as He was teacllitlg, and said, "By what authority are You doing these 
things? And who gave You this authority?" (24) But Jesus answered and said to them, 
''I alsowill ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority 
I do these things: (25) 'The baptism of John, where was i t  from? From heaven or from 
men?" And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, Trorn heaven,' He  will 
say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' (26) "But if we say, 'From men,' we fear 
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the multitude, for all count John as a prophet." (27) So they answered Jesus and said, 
"We do not know." And He said to  them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do  
these things. 

Clofy be to God forever Anten. 

THE COMMENTARY 

7 1 ~  Nittfh I{our C'omimvttry of Monday of the Holy Paschu, may its blessings be with 
d. .4r?W? 

You have created me with Your pure hands, and made me in the best form. You have 
granted mc the paradise, the fruit of the trees, and don~inion over all the creatures. You 
nude  me self sulficient and gave me only one commandment, and I disobeyed it. 

Response: 

I w c c h  Iim Lord to forgive me, uccording to Yourgreat ~ner-cy. 

li 'iw you Adarn lonely, therefore I created a corripanion for you from your bones. J 
i:tid: "It  is not good for man to be alone" and I was concerned about you and I gave you 
all t l~c authority over the creation. You obeyed Eve and left My cornmendment. 

Renieml>er 0 Lx~rd, that I am dust and You gave me power. You have forbidden me 
to cat from one tree, but I disobeyed You and blamed the woman You gave nie and hid 
behind the tree so as not to see You. 

God told Adani: "Because you listened to your  wife, and ate the fruit which I told you 
not to eat, the earth is cursed and it shall produce thorns and weeds for you and you will 
have to work hard and sweat to make the soil productive." God told Eve: "With pain 
and sorrow, you shall bring forth children and your desire shall be for your husband, and 
he shall rule over you". 

Response: 

I beseech You Lord to forgive me, accordirtg to Yourgreat rztcrqs. 

God said: "Now Adam has become like on o f  Us, and has knowledge of what is good 
arld what is had". 'Therefore God drove him from the garden. l i e  put the Cheruhirm 
and a flaming sword to keep anyone from coining near paradise. 

Response: 
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Where do  I go from Your Spirit and where do I flee from Your face? If I rise up to the  
heavens or  go down to the deep earth, You are there. 

Response: 

I hescech You Lord to forgive me, according to Your great mercy. 

Adam, being outside the paradise, went to till the earth and eat of its fruits. As a re,ult 
of listcning and obeying the devil, Adain and Eve lived in slavery. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, thut He may save us tltrough I l i s  suflc:n~:k. 
LRt UT glorijj~ nd exalt Hk Name according to Hir great mercy. 

.. 
ELEVENTH HOUR OF MONDAY OF HOLY 

PASCHA 

horn Isaiah the propit et, may his blessingr be with us ull. Ameiz 

(Isaiah 50: 1-3 NKJ) 

(1) Thus says the Lmd: "Where {is} the certificate of your mother's divorce, whom i 
Slave put away? Or  which of My creditors {is it) to whom I have sold you? For your in-  
iquities you have sold yourselves, and for your transgressions your mother has been put 
away. (2) Why, when I came, {was there) no man? {Why), when I called, (was there) 
none to answer? Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem? O r  have I no power 
to deliver? Indeed with My rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness; their 
fish stink because {there is) no water, and die of thirst. (3) I clothe the heavens with 
blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering." 

Glory be to the Holy 7iinity, tlte Father, Soil and Holy Sl~i t i t .  
&lOo 
From Jesu~, son of Sirach the prophet, may his blessirtgr be ~ti th us (111. Amctz 

20 To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom, and her branches are long life. 2 1 Unrighteous 
anger cannot be justified, for a man's anger tips the scale to his ruin. 23 A patient man 
will endure until the right moment, and then joy will burst forth for him. 24 He  will 
hide his words until the right moment, and the lips of  many will tell of his good sense. 
25 In the treasuries of wisdom are wise saying, but godliness is an abomination to a sin- 
ner. 26 If you desire wisdom, keep the commandments, and the Ix~rd  will supply it for 
you.27 For the fear of the Lord is wisdom and instruction, and he dci~gl~t( ;  in fidelity 



1'1IE RITE OF PASSION WEEK 

MONDAY OF THE HOLY PASCHA - Eleventh Hour 7.17 - ( 85 ) 

and meekness. 28 Do not disobey the fear of the Lord;do not approach him with a 
divided mind. 29 Be not a hypocrite in men's sight, and keep watch over your lips. 30 
Do not exalt yourself lest you fall, and thus bring dishonor upon yourself. The Lord will 
reveal your secrets and cast you down in the midst of the congreegation, because you 
did not come in the fear of the Lord, and your heart was full of deceit. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sorz and Holy Sl~irit. 

A HOMILY 

:I flontily o f  our futlter Saint Abba Shertouda the Archmartdrite, may his holy blessings 
he with ILY all. -4nzen. 

There are works which we see as good but are unacceptable to God. Let us not over- 
look one another and thus sin in the holy places. For the Lord did not plant in the 
Paradise good trees and bad trees, but He planted only the good trees. He did not plant 
in  i t  fruitless trees or trees bearing bad fruit. Not only this, but even the people thern- 
selves who He placed there; when they disobeyed, l ie  did not bear them and casted them 
from it. From this, my brethren, know that it is not appropriate for the holy dwelling 
places of God to be filled with people who are evil and good. As the world is full of sin- 
ners, treacheroures, saints and defiled people, but those who sin shall not be left in i t  
17ut Fie will take them out. I know that the whole earth is the 1xrd7s, so if His house is 
similar to the rest of the earth then what will be its advantage? If I am a Priest and do 
evil deeds like the evil people on earth, I should not be called a Priest. So many times 
we do the wrong things but we do not judge ourselves. No body dares to fill your house 
with dirt unless he finds you negligent. The king's chamberlain dares not ,allow any body 
to enter the palace, whether he is complying with the king's rules or not, without the 
king'spermission. If  he does allow anything different from this, thenhe will be punished. 

Let us conclude the IJonii(v of our father Suint Abha Shctzoudu the Archmandrite who km 
edightened our mina3 cad the tyes of our heur~s, in the nunre of the Father, Son and Holy 
Sl~irit, One God, Amen. 

(Psalms 139-4 NKJ) 

Ejlscrlrnos to Da-veeli: 

From the Psult?~ of our reucher Diivid thc 
prophet mzd kirig, muy his Olessirigs be with 
us all Amen. 

Sonls so-tern eroy ep-et-shois pannotee: (3) Consider {and) hear me, 0 Lord my 
ma-ef-o-oyne en-na-val me-pos enta- God; Elllighten my eyes, Lest I sleep the 
h o p  khen ef-rno: me-po-te ente pa-ga-je {sleep of) death; (4) Lest my enemy say, 
gos: jeay- jem-goni o-veef: Alleluia. "I have prevailed against Aim".  Allslmia. 

O Lord huve pity and ntercy on rrs cmd rwlic us ~ v t t l t y  to listen to Your IJoly ( h i d .  .4 
citapterfrorn the f foly Gospel according t o  Saint Job the Evangelist nridpun~ tli.rc.iqrlr*, r i r t<v  

hk blessings be with us all. Anten 



THE RITE OF PASSION WJ3EK 

MONDAY OF THE HOLY PASCHA - Eleventh Hour 7.18 - ( 8 6 )  

(John 851-59 NKJ) 

(51) "Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." 
(52) Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon! Abraharn is 
dead, and the prophets; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste 
death.' (53) "Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets 
are dead. Whom do You make Yourself out to be?" (54) Jesus answered, "If I honor 
Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He 
ils your God. (55) "Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if 1 say, 'I do not 
know Him,' I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. (56) "Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw {it) and was glad." (57) Then the 
Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" (58) 
Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (59) Then 
they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

Glory be to God former Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

7Yle Eleventh Hour Cornmentay of Monday of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be with 
us all. Amen . 
0 Jesus Christ the True Light who shines all over the earth and nations, but the Jews, 
did not come to the Light and did not believe in Him. Moreover, they accused Him that 
Hie casts out devils by the power of the devil. 

When Jesus had mentioned that whoever believes in Him, shall not die, the Jews ac- 
cused Him saying, "Even Abraham and the prophets had died so how can Your believers 
nat die? You are not even fifty years old and You have seen Abraharn?" So Jesus 
amwered that He had existed even before Abrahani lived, and that even if He honors 
Himself, that honor will be worth nothing. 

We the believers, confess from all our hearts that Jesus Christ our Lard existed since 
the beginning with the Father and the Holy Spirit. But the Jews, in spite of all the 
miracles that He  had performed in front of them, did not understand that He is the 
Saviour, as the prophets said, and refused to accept Him. 

RESPONSE: 

Chht our Saviour, came and suflered for us, tlrnt He nzuy save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name nccordittg to H~.Y great tnercy. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

11 FIRST HOUR OF TUESDAY EVE OF THE HOLY 11 
11 PASCHA 11 

i I (  W Zdmriah t h ~  prophet, rnuy his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Zechariah 1:l-6 NK.1) 

( 1 )  111  the e~ghth  month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came t o  

Zecl~ariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Idds the prophet, saying, (2) 'The Lord has 
hem very angry with your fathers. (3) 'Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord of 
h04;5: "Return to Me," says the Lord of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the Lord of 
1 7  ).i.i. (4) "Do riot be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets preached, saying, 
' f i ~ r ~ ,  says the Lord of hosts: 'Turn now from your evil ways and your evil deeds." ' But 
trlcy did not hear nor heed Me," says the Lord. (5) "Your fathers, where {are) they? h d  
the prophets, do  they live forever? (6) Yet surely My words and My statutes, which I 
commanded My servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers?" 

Glory he fu tlw i f d y  7?inity, tlzc I;iztlzer, Sort artd Hotv Spin't. 

(Psalms 62:7 NKJ) Frar~j ilte fialrns of our teacher Duvid the 
propltet and king, ) m y  itis blessings be 

t:p,sdtzto.r to Du-verd: with U S  all Ainerz. 

1%-oo-gay nern pa-oo-av klien pa-no-te: In God ( i s )  my salvation and my glory; 
evtlo-te ente ta-vo-e- thia o-woh ta-hel- The rock of my strength, {And) my 
pees as-khen evnote: kc-ghar enthof pe refuge, {is) in God. He  only {is) my rock 
pariote pa-so-teer: pa-ref shobt erof en- and my salvation; {He is) my defense; I 
nit-keern en-1100-o: Alleluia. shall not be greatly moved. Alleluia. 

(Luke 1323-30 NKI) 

(23) ?'hen one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?" And He said to them, 
(24) "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. (25) "When once the Master of the ho~ise has risen up and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ' lord,  Lord, open 
for us,' and H e  will answer and say to you, 'I do not know you, where you are from,' (26 j 
"then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our 
~treets. '  (27) "But IJe will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart . 
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from Me, all you workers of iniquity.' (28) 'There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
and yourselves thrust out. (29) 'They will come from the east and the west, from the 
horth and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. (30) "And indeed there are 
last who will be first, and there are first who will be last." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The First Hour Conttnentary of Tuesday Eve of the Holy Paschu, may its blessings be with 
rxc- all. Anierr 

Our Saviour walked with the disciples to Jerusalem. One of the multitude asked Him; 
Lord are there a few that are saved; Our Savior answered: Strive to enter in the narrow 
gate, lest you come and knock saying 0 Lord, open for us, and I shall answer: I do not 
h o w  you, depart from Me you evil-doers where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Many gentiles from east and west will rest on Abraham, Isaac and Jacobs bosom in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but you will be cast away and will be dominated by your sins. There- 
fbre, repent and your sins will be forgiven. 

RESPONSE: 

Cltrkt our Saviour, cunie and sufleredjbr us, that Ife may saw us through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

* 

THIRD HOUR OF TUESDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

b 

From Malachi the prophet, may his blessings be, with us all. Anicn 

(Malachi 1:l-9 NKJ) 

(1) The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. (2) "I have loved you," says 
the Lord. "Yet you say, 'In what way have You loved us?' (3) but Esau I have hated, and 
laid waste his mountains and his*heritage for the jackals of the wilderness." (4) Even 
thbugh Edom has said, "We have been impoverished, but we will return and build the 
desolate places," Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'They may build, but I will throw down; 
they shall be called the Territory of Wickedness, and the people against whom the Lord 
will have indignation forever. ( 5 )  your eyes shall see, and you shall say, 'The Lord is mag- 
nified beyond the border of Israel.' (6) "A son honors {his) father, and a servant {his) 
master. If then I am the Father, where {is) My honor? And if I {am) a Master, where 
(i$) My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts to you priests who despise My name. Yet you 
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say, 'In what way have we despised Your name?' (7) "(You) offer defiled food on My 
altar. But you say, 'In what way have we defiled You?' By saying, 'The table of the Lord 
is contemptible.' (8) And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, {is it)  not evil? And 
when you offer the lame and sick, {is it) not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would 
he he pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably?" says the Lord of hosts. (9) "But 
now entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us. {While) this is being {done) 
by your hands, will He accept you favorably?" says the Lord of hosts. 

C;iory he to the Ifoly 'fiinity, the Father, Son und Holy Spirit. 

Psal~ns 13:3-5 NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David the' 
prophet and king, may hk blessings be with 

1:j-3wlnzos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Sorns so-tern eroy epshois panote: ma- Consider {and) hear me, 0 Lord my 
efoo-oy-ne enna-val me-pos enta-horp God; Enlighten my eyes, Lest I sleep the 
khe~i ef-1110: anok ze ay-er-hel-pees e- {sleep of) death; But I have trusted in 
pk-nay: pa-heat m-thea-lee1 e-ehre- Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice irr 
e.jei~ pek-lwehe~rl: Alleluia. Your salvation. Alleluia, 

0 Lc 11 d lz~ir'e pi!\' m d  1~1crcy 011 US und ntakc us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. .4 
rhuptrr front the H o l ~  Gospel according to Suint Luke the E\qangelist and pure disckde, 
mtly his bhlessi~~g.~ be with us d. Amen 

(Luke 13:31-35 NKJ) 

(3 1) On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to llirn, "Get out and depart frwu 
here, for Herod wants to kill You." (32) And He said to them, "Go, tell that fox, 'Behold, 
I cast oui demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third {bay} I shall be 
perfected.' (33) "Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the {day) following; 
for i t  cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem. (34) "0 Jerusaletn, 
Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! I-low 
often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen {gathers) her brood under 
{her) wings, but you were not willing! (35) "See! Your house is left to you desolate; and 
assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me un t i l  {the time] comes whcn you say, 'Blessed 
is fie who Comes in  the name of the Lord!' " 

Glory be t o  God fore~w Amen. 

THE COMMENrl'ARY 

At that day, some people came and told Jesus to depart f r o m  .lcrusalem for i[ feroci 
planning to kill Hirn. Jesus replied: Go and tell that f o x  that 1 cast out devils and ciiri. 
today and tomorrow and the third day shall he perfected, for i t  is written that no propl;it.t 
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will be perished outside of Jerusalem: 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which kills and stones 
prophets, how often I wanted to gather your children and you refused. Therefore your 
house will be destroyed forever. You shall not see Me until the time comes and you 
slhall say blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suflered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorijjl and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

E. 
1 

SIXTH HOUR OF TUESDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA - 

From Hosea the prophet, may hh blessings he with us all. Amert 

(Hosea 4:15-5:7 NKJ) 

(15) 'Though you, Israel, play the harlot, let not Judah offend. Do not come up to Gil- 
gal, nor go up to Beth Aven, nor swear an oath, {saying), 'As the Lord lives' -- (16) "For 
Israel is stubborn like a stubborn calf; now the Lord will let them forage like a lamb in 
open country. (17) "Ephrairn {is) joined to idols, let him alone. (18) Their drink is rebel- 
lion, they commit harlotry continually. Her rulers dearly love dishonor. (19) The wind 
has wrapped her up in its wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices. 
(Nosea 5) (1) "Hear this, 0 priests! Take heed, 0 house of Israel! Give eai, 0 house of 
the king! For yours {is) the judgment, because you have been a snare to Mizpah and a 
net spread on Tabor. (2) The revolters are deeply involved in slaughter, though I rebuke 
them all. (3) I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from Me; for now, 0 Ephraim, 
you commit harlotry; Israel is defiled. (4) 'They do not direct their deeds toward turn- 
ing to their God, for the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, and they do not know the 
Lord. (5) The pride of Israel testifies to his face; therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble 
in their iniquity; Judah also stumbles with them. (6) "With their flocks and herds they 
shall go to seek the Lord, but they will not find {Him;) He has withdrawn Himself from 
them. (7) They have dealt treacherously with the Lord, for they have begotten pagan 
children. Now a New Moon shall devour thern and their heritage. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirzity, the &tltc.r, Sort arld Holy Spirit. 
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Psalms 912-3 NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be with 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Pa-ma em-fout pa-no-te te-na-er hel- I will say of the Lord, "{He is) my refuge 
pees erof: je enthof efe nah-met evol ha: and my fortress; My God, in Him I will 
pe-fash ente pe-ref gorg: nem evol ha o- trust." Surely He shall deliver you from 
sa-je en-ref esh-tor-ter: Alleluia. the snare of the fowler {And) from the 

perilous pestilence. Alleluia. 

O Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Evangelkt and pure disciple, 
may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Luke 21:34-38 NKJ) 

(34) "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. (35) "For it 
will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. (36) "Watch 
therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things 
that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man." (37) And in the daytime Hc 
was teaching in the temple, but at night He  went out and stayed on the mountain called 
Olivet. (38) Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear 
Him. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTRY 

The Sixth Hour Coinmentry of Tuesday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be with 
us all. Amen 

Our Lord Christ, as a kind physician, offers a free cure for our ailments. He advised that 
excessive eatingwill over burden our hearts and weaken our bodies. Worldly cares cause 
many evils and deviate man from the fear of God and the way of Salvation. As results, 
the devil will choke him and prevent him from his salvation and put him to death like a 
prey in a trap. Therefore, watch and bring forth fruit fit for repentence and righteous- 
ness that you can stand in front of the Saviour Jesus Christ in the day of judgement. The 
last days of Jesus during the daytime, He  would be in the temple teaching but would 
spend the night on the Moun[.of Olives. From early morning the people would gather 
around Him in the temple to listen to His useful teachings. Those who heard Him were 
eager to come again to listen and drink from the living water, as it is written that His 
Word is everlasting food for all believers. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffetd for us, that He may save us through H k  sujj4ering. 
Let us glorifL and aalt  His Name according to His great mercy. 
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MNTH HOUR OF TUESDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA I 

From Hosea the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Hosea 10:12-11:2 NKJ) 

(12) Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; preak up your fallow ground, j u e  

{it is) time to seek the Lord, till He comes and rains righteousness on you. (13) You 
have plowed wickedness; you have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of lies, be- 
cause you trusted in your own way, in the multitude of your mighty men. (14) Therefosc 
tumult shall arise among your people, and all your fortresses shall be plundered as Shal 
mgn plundered Beth Arbel in the day of battle -- a mother dashed in pieces upon {her)  
chlildren. (15) thus it shall be done to you, 0 Bethel, because of your great wickedness. 
In a morning the king of Israel shall be cut off utterly. (Hosea 11) (1) "When Israel {war] 
a dhild, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. (2) {As) they called them; so they 
went from them, They sacrificed to the Baals, and burned incense to carved images. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Psalms 33:lO-11 NKJ) 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: 

Epshois na-ger ne-so-etshe-ne ente ne- 
ethnos evol: o-woh efna- shoshf ennee 
mdk-mek ente han-la-OS: o-woh efna- 
shoshf em-pe-so- etshe-ne ente ne-ar- 
khibun ep-so-etshe-ne ze enthof em 

Front the Psalrns of our teacher Daila M' l(.;{, 

prophet and king, may hi$ blessing be iw i.,?. 

us all Amen. 
a 

The Lord brings the counsel of the na- i 
tions to nothing; He makes the plans 0" I 
the peoples of no effect. The counsel of ; 
the Lord stands forever, The plans iaf Pi,., 
heart to all generations. Allelrria i 

epshois shop sha-eneh: o-woh ne-mok- 
mek ente pef-heat yes-jengo-oo sha- go- 

0 b - d  have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gayel. A 
chapter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Evarzgeli~t and pure dbripk, 
mqy his blessings be with u.7 all. Amen 

(Luke 1 l:37-52 NKJ) 

(37) And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He weal? 111 

and sat down to eat. (38) And when the Pharisee saw {it), he n~arveled that He had 
first washed before dinner. (39) But the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees make tlr; 
oubide of the cup and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness. 
(40) "Foolish ones! Did not He who made the outside make the inside also? (41) "But 
rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you. (42) 
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"But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass 
by justice and the love of God. These you ought to  have done, without leaving the others 
undone. (43) "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the synagogues and 
greetings in the marketplaces. (44) "Woe to  you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you are like graves which are not seen, and the men who walk over {them} are not aware 
{of them)." (45) Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, 'Teacher, by saying 
these things You reproach us also." (46) And H e  said, "Woe to you also, {you} lawyers! 
For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the bur- 
dens with one of your fingers. (47) "Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, 
and your fathers killed them. (48) "In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds 
of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs. (49) 'Therefore 
the wisdom of God also said, 'I will send them prophets and apostles, and {some) of 
them they will kill and persecute,' (50) "that the blood of all the prophets which was shed 
from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, (51) "from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. 
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation. (52) "Woe to you lawyers! For 
you have taken away the key of knowledge. YOU did not enter in yourselves, and those 
who were entering in you hindered." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

71te Ninth Hour Commentary of Tuesday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings he with 
wall.  Amen 

Listen to our merciful, kind and compasionate Lord commanding us tb be pure in our 
hearts, as well as our bodies. When the Pharisees, who invited Him were amazed that 
Jesus ate without washing His hands, they criticized Him. Jesus knowing their thoughts, 
told them: Pharisees care too much about your outside appearance, while inside your- 
selves you are filled with sin and wickedness. Give alms and be just and you will be 
purified. Let us be merciful toward one another; then we'll have pure hearts, minds and 
bodies. 

RESPONSE: 

Chkt  our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save zls through Hk suffering. 
Let W glorifL and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 
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ELEVENTH HOUR OF TUESDAY EVE3 OF 
HOLY PASCHA 

Front Amos the prophet, may his blessi~tgs be with us all. Amen 

(Amos 5:6-14 NW) 

(6) Seek the Lord and live, lest H e  break out like f i k  {in) the house of Josepb, and 
devour {it), with no one to quench (it)  in Bethel -- (7) you who turn justice to 
wormwood, and lay righteousness to rest in the earth!" (8) H e  made the Pleiades and 
Otion; he turns the shadow of death into morning and makes the day dark as night; Hc 
calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out on the face of the earth; the Lord (is) 
His name. (9) H e  rains ruin upon the strong, so that fury comes upon the fortress. (10) 
They hate the one who rebukes in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks upright- 
ly. (11) Therefore, because you tread down the poor and take grain taxes from him, 
though you have built houses of hewn stone, yet you shall not dwell in them; you have 
planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink wine from them. (12) For I know your 
manifold transgressions and your mighty sins. {You} afflict the just {and} take bribes; 
{you) divert the poor {from justice} at the gate. (13) Therefore the prudent keep silent 
at that time, for it {is) an evil time. (14) Seek good and not evil, that you niay live; so 
the Lord God of hosts will be with you, as you have spoken. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity) the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Psalms 122:4 NKJ) Front the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his hlessi~~gs he with 

Epsalrnos to Da-veed: us all Anten. 

Etav-shen-oo ghar e-epshoy eniav enje Where the tribes go up, The tribes of the 
nedfe-lee: ne-fe-lee ente epshois: ev- L ~ r d ,  T o  the Testimony of Israel,To give 
met-meth-re em-pesra-eel: ev-00-onh thanks to the name of the Lord. 
evdl em-efran ern- epshois: Alleluia. Allelclia 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us urtd make us tvotrhy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Evur~gelist and pure dkiple) 
may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Mark 13:32-14:2 NKJ) 
l 

(32) "But of that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. (33) 'Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time 
is. (34) "{It is} like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority 
to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. (35) 
"Watch therefore, for you do  not know when the master of the Iiouse is coming -- in the 
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evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning -- (36) "lest, com- 
ing suddenly, he find you sleeping. (37) "And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!" 
(Mark 14) (1) After two days it was the Passover and {the Feast) of Unleavened Bread. 
And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and 
put {Him) to death. (2) But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of 
the people." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

l%e Eleventh Hour Commentary of Tuesday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

0 God, who knows about everthing about all generations before they were formed? 
Listen to Him telling us openly that nobody knows about that time and the hour of His 
second coming, not even the angels nor the Son of Man, except the Father. Watch and 
pray constantly for you do not know when the time is, lest He comes suddenly and finds 
you sleeping. Beware from all of the devil's temptations and keep yourselves holy. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suflered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 
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TUESDAY OF THE HOLY PASCHA: 

THE HAPPENINGS AND READINGS 

There is a long discussion for the Lord, during which He revealed many things and secrets to His dis- 
ciples which they did not know and asked about a number of times. 

If you follow the happenings from the four Gospels you will find that the Lord Christ began this morning 
by passing the fig tree (which He had cursed the day before). It had dried up from the roots - and Peter, 
remembering, said to Him 'Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away'. So Jesw 
answered and said to them 'Have faith in God' (Mark 11:21). The rest of the day Jesus spent with the dis- 
ciples and answering thc questions of the Pharisees and Sadducess which had come to Him and plottted 
how they might entangle Him in His talk. They asked Him concerning the lawfulness to pay taxes to Caesar 
(Matthew22:lS-22) and the Sadducees asked Him about the Ressurection which they deny (Matthew 22:23- 
33). it is clear that most of the Lord's discussion concentrated on the Lord's Second Coming and the Great 
Judgement Day and His warning to us to keep watch and be prepared. This we're told through the examples 
of the Parable of the wicked vine-dressers (Matthew 21:33-M), the Parable of the Wedding Feast (Mat- 
thew 22:l-14), Jesus' prediction of the Temple's Destruction (Matthew 24:l-14) and the Parable of the Ten 
~ i r d n s  (Matthew 25:l-13). Then after that He went to the house of Bethany to rest. In this night, the elders 
of the Jews plotted to  kill him (Matthew 26:l-16). 

-t The Church concentrates on, for the bcncfit of Ilcr children, tlic chapters conccrncd with the Second 
Coning, the end of the world, and unavoidable Judgement. For this ... today is a calling to us, through love. 
to remain alert and be prepared, and look for the Lord's second coming with lit and trinmed lamps. 

+ The reading of today so arranged to reveal the Second Coming and preparation through keeping watch. 

(1)The first three Hours of the Day (Morning, 3rd CQ 6th) lead up to this reminding us not t o  leave the way 
of the Lord and stray from His statutes. 

(2)The 9th and l l th  Hours clearly explain the Last Coming and it's signs. 

(3)The nightly Hours (Wednesday Eve) talk atwut the Parables of preparation wilh the Wedding Garment 
(Matthew 22:l-14) and the wise virgins (Matthew 25: 1-12). 

The last Hour of the Night (ll th Hour), the Jewish elders plot to kill the Lord. 

Tuebday - Morning: 

The prophecy is from Exodus 19:l-9 :"Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voicc and keep My 
covedant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; forever". 

Third Hour: 

(1) The prophecy is from Deutcronomv %:l l :"Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not 
keeping His commandments, His judgements and His statutcs ... that flc may estai~lish His covenant which 
He swore to your fathers, as i t  is this day". 

(2) The second prophecy is from Jesus son of Sirach 21-3: "My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, 
prepare yourself for temptation ....y ou who fear thc Lord, hope for good things, for cvcrlasting life and 
mercy". 

(3) The prophecy is from 1 Kings 199-14 :"So Elijah said '1 have heeti very rcalous for the Lord God of 
flosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altcrs and killed Your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left"'. 

As for the Gospel (Matthew 23:37;24:1-2): "0 Jerusalem, Jcrusalcm, the onc who kills thc prophets ... As- 
lo vou. not one stone shall bc lcft hcre uuon anulhcr. that shall no1 bc 1h1 own down". 
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+ Sixth Hour: The prophecy is from Isaiah 1:l-9 :"The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master's crib, 
but Israel does not know me". 

It is clear that the first three Hours alert and remind the faithful to come close to the Lord and not for- 
get His covenant and His wise laws which make one eligible for the eternal life (Joshua 3:9). This life is dis- 
cussed clearly in the readings and will come to effect. 

The prophecy of Jesus, son of Sirach in the third Hour enforces the importance of the path through the 
narrow gate - as the Lord Himself expressed on Monday - for gaining eligibility for eternal life. 

As for the prophecy from 1 Kings (also in the third Hour), it tells us of lsraels children straying and kill- 
ing the Lord's prophets with the sword which led our Saviour to call Jerusalem (Gospel of the third Hour) 
the one who kills prophets (Matthew 2337) ... as for the Lord's discussion concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple and the tribulations which will occur is simply a reduced version of what is to 
happen at the end of the world. 

It is also clear from these readings the heirs of the Kingdom will not come upon a certain nation or chosen 
people ... for "Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it" (Romans 11:7). This con- 
gregation which has left the Lord's laws ... how can thcy he heirs to the Kingdom? These readings lead up 
to the discussion of the Second Coming so that the heirs are the chosen from every nation, people, and 
tongue who have kept the covenant for the Kingdom of God is taken from them ( 0  Jerusalem) and given 
to nations bearing the fruits of it (Matthcw 21:43). 

The Ninth Hour of Tuesday: 

The prophecies hcrc (as well as those of the 11th Hour) talk about the Lord's Second Coming in the last 
day. 

(1) The first prophecy is from Genesis (6:l-22, 7:l-24,8:1-22,9:1-G) and relalcs the story of rhc flood and 
Noah's ark. 

Note that the Gospel of the 3rd Hour of Wednesday Eve (ie: at night) Matthcw 2436, explains to us the 
words of this prophecy by the Lord's mouth: "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the 
flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man". A very clear prophecy ... 
which shows the unexpectancy in the day of the Lord's coming and how the flood took everyone except for 
eight souls: "while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through watcr ' 
(1 Peter 3:20). Our Lord Jesus also enforced this in thc first Gospel of the night: "for many are called, but 
few are chosen" (Matthew 22:14). 

(2) the second prophecy is from Proverbs 9: 1-11 :"Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn out her seven 
pillars, she has slaughtered her meat, she has mixed her wine, she has also furnished her table, she has sent 
out her maidens, she cries out from the highest places of the city". 

(3) The third prophccy is from Isaiah 40:9-31 :"Behold the Lord (iod shall cottic with a sirong hand, and 
His arm shall rule for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him, and H i s  work before flim ... who stretches out 
the heaven like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tcnt to dwell in. I-lc hring5 the princes to nothing. He 
makes the judges of the earth useless". 

(4) The fourth prophecy is from Daniel the prophet 7:9-15 :"l L>anicl watched t i l l  thrones werc put i n  placc, 
and the Ancient of Days was seated ... a thousand thousands ministered to Ilirn, ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before Him. The Judger was seated, and the books werc opened ... I was watching in the 
night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man, conling with the clouds of heaven". 

Even the sermon... thespirit cllose it  from those ofour falhcr Saint Shrnouda the Archmandrcte to rem~nci 
us that death will not dclay and we must eventually leave thiq world. Let us thus do the will of God whlv  
we have time to do the Lord's work. 

Then comes thc (iospcl from Matthcw 243-35 which tells of thc signs o f  ~ h c  Second Coming and the rnd 
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Tire Eleventh Hour: 

The readings of this hour are so beautifully related together to make us feel that, with no doubt, they have 
been arranged by the Spirit. We see before us the Psalm and Gospel of this hour and how they talk about 
the sitting of the Lord (Judge) on His glorious throne to judge each one according to his deeds: 

Psalm: 

"Your throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Your Kinp;icm' 
(Psalm 456). 

'Wessed is he who considers the poor; the Lord will deliver him in lime of trouble" (Psalm 41: 1) 

Gospel: 

"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the thrnix 
of His glory" (Matthew 25:31). 

"..inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to Me" (Matthcw 25:40). 

As for the psalm, it's sung with the long "Shamee" tune, which is truly a beautiful symphony placed for thc 
glory of He who sits on thc Throne and reigns as King. 

From the 1 lth Hour, the expression "Pasoteer cn aghathos" (My Good Saviour) is added to rhe Pasrh,s 
Prise (Thok te-tee gom). The intention of the Church herc is toalcrt us that the Lord Christ has appoinid 
the time of His crucifixion as He said in the Gospel of this hour: "...after two days is the Fassovcr, and !hi. 
Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified" (Matthew 26:2). 

+ The Nightly Hours: The Wednesday Eve rcadings clarify the importance that the faithful ~nust kccp 
watch and he prepared with thc wedding garment (Matthew 22:l-14) as in  the 1st Hour 

-t- The Third Hour: It's Gospel (Matthcw 24:31) reminds us, as shown previously, of thc flood in Nosh , 
days (prophecy of the 9th Hour of the day) and how the flood camc suddenly: "...for the Son of Man is awl 
ing at an hour when you do not expect Him ....y ou also be prepared". 

+ The Sixth Hour: The Gospel speaks about about the parable of the virgins: "....and thosc who wcre 
ready went in with Him to the wedding ...." (Matthew 2510). 

+ The Ninth Hour: It's readings lead up to the great evil which thc Jewish elders will fall into by deliver 
ing the Lord to dcath: "Fill up, then, the measure oi your fathers' guilt" (Matthew 23:32). The day cnn- 
cludes with the Eleventh Hour: "Now both thc chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, thdt 
if anyone knew where He was, hc should report it, that they might seize Him" (John 1157). 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

II&~ORNING HOUR OF TUESDAY OF HOLY 11 
11 PASCHA 11 

Frono the Book of Ejlodus of Moses the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Exodus 19:l-9 NKJ) 

(1) In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on 
the same day, they came {to) the Wilderness of Sinai. (2) For they had departed from 
Rephidim, had come {to) the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Is- 
rael camped there before the mountain. (3) And Moses went up to God, and the Lord 
called to him from the mountain, saying, 'Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the children of Israel: (4) 'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and {how) I 
bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. (5) 'Now therefore, if you will in- 
deed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me 
above all people; for all the earth {is) Mine. (6) 'And you shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.' These {are) the words which you shall speak to the children 
of Israel." (7) So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before 
them all these words which the Lord commanded him. (8) Then all the people answered 
together and said, "All that the Lord has spoken we will do." So Moses brought back the 
words of the people to the Lord. (9) And the Lord said to Moses, "Behold, I come to you 
in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you 
forever." So Moses told the words of the people to the Lord. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort arzd Hob S'irit. 
also 
Front Job the prophet, nzay his blessings be with us all. Anzen 

(Job 23:2-24:25 N KJ) 

(2) "Even today m y  complaint is bitter; my hand is listless because of my groaning. (3) 
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, {that) I might come to His seat! (4) I would 
present {my) case before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments. (5) 1 would know the 
words {which) He would answer me, and understand what He would say to me. (6) 
Would He contend with me in His great power? No! But He would take {note) of me. 
(7) There the upright could reason with Him, and I would be delivered forever from my 
Judge. (8) "Look, I go forward, but He is not {there), and backward, but I cannot per- 
ceive Him; (9) when He works on the left hand, I cannot behold {Him;) when He turns 
to the right hand, I cannot see {Him). (10) But He knows the way that I take; {when) 
He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. (1 1) My foot has held fast to His steps; I 
have kept His way and not turned aside. (12) 1 have not departed from the comrnand- 
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ment of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary 
{food). (13) "But H e  {is) unique, and who can make Him change? And {whatever) His 
soul desires, {that) H e  does. (14) For H e  performs {what is) appointed for me, and 
many such {things are) with Him. (15) Therefore I am terrified at His presence; when I 
consider {this), I am afraid of Him. (16) For God made my heart weak, and the Almighty 
terrifies me; (17) because I was not cut off from the presence of darkness, and H e  did 
{not) hide deep darkness from my face. (Job 24) (1) "{Since) times are not hidden from 
the Almighty, Why do those who know Him see not His days? (2) "{Some) remove 
landmarks; they seize flocks violently and feed {on them;) (3) 'They drive away the 
donkey of the fatherless; they take the widow's ox as a pledge. (4) 'They push the needy 
off the road, {so that) the poor of the land are forced to hide. ( 5 )  "Indeed, {like) wild 
donkeys in the desert, they go out to their work, seeking diligently for food. The  wilder 
ness {yields) food for them {and) for {their) children. (6) 'They gather their fodder in 
the field and glean in the vineyard of the wicked. (7) They spend the night naked, without 
clothing, and have no covering in the cold. (8) They are wet with the showers of the 
mountains, and huddle around the rock for want of shelter. (9) "{Some} snatch the 
fatherless from the breast, and take a pledge from the poor. (10)   he^ cause {the poor j 
to go naked, without clothing; and they take away the sheaves from the hungry. ( 11) They 
press out oil within their walls, and tread winepresses, yet suffer thirst. (12) The dying 
groan in the city, and the souls of the wounded cry out; yet God does not charge {them) 
with wrong. (13) 'There are those who rebel against the light; they do not know its ways 
nor abide in its paths. (14) The murderer rises with the light; he kills the poor and needy; 
and in the night he is like a thief. (15) The  eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, 
saying, 'No eye will see me'; and he disguises {his) face. (16) In the dark they break into 
houses which they marked for themselves in the daytime; they do  not know the light. 
(17) For the morning is the same to them as the shadow of death; if {someone) recog- 
nizes {them), {they a r e  in) the terrors of the shadow of death. (18) 'They'{should be) 
swift on the face of the waters, their portion {should be)  cursed in the earth, {so that) 
no {one would) turn into the way of their vineyards. (19) As drought and heat consume 
the snow waters, {so should) the grave {those who) have sinned. (20) The womb should 
forget him, the worm {should) feed sweetly on him; he should be remembered no more, 
and wickedness should be broken like a tree. (21) For he preys on the barren {who) do 
not bear, and does no good for the widow. (22) "But God draws the mighty away with 
His power; He  rises up, but no {man) is sure of life. (23) He gives them security, and 
they rely {on it;) yet 1 iis eyes {are) on their ways. (24) 7'11ey are exalted for a little while, 
then they are gone. they are brouglit low; they are taken out of the way like all {others;) 
they dry out like the f~eads of grain. (25) "Now if {it is} rlot {so), who will prove mc a 
liar, and make my speech worth nothing?" 

Glory be to the Holy T~irtity) the fitlter) Sort arzd Holy S~~iiit. 
From Ifosea the prophet, may his blessings be with us ull. A~ncrz 

(1) Hear the word of the Lord, you children of Israel, for the Lm-d {lvings} a charge 
against the inhabitants of the land: 'There is no truth o r  mercy or knowledge o f  God in 
the land. (2) {By) swearing and lying, killing and stealing and committing adultery, they 
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break all restraint, with bloodshed after bloodshed. (3) Therefore the land will mourn; 
and everyone who dwells there will waste away with the beasts of the field and the birds 
of the air; even the fish of the sea will be taken away. (4) "Now let no man contend, or  
reprove another, for your people {are) like those who contend with the priest. (5) There- 
fore you shall stumble in the day; the prophet also shall stumble with you in the night; 
and I will destroy your mother. (6) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Be- 
cause you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Be- 
cause you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. (7) 'The 
more they increased, the more they sinned against Me; I will change their glory into 
shame. (8) They eat up the sin of My people; they set their heart on their iniquity. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirzity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

A HOMILY 

A Homily of our father Suint Abha Shenouda the Archmanctrite, may his holy blessings be 
with us all. Amen. 

Ther are two things which I will tell you about. All those people for whom the heavens 
rejoiced because they repented on earth will never see any grief or passion in that place. 
While those for whom the heavens did not rejoice because they did not repent on earth, 
will never enjoy any joy or rest. Those who will have their joy on earth will never enjoy 
any joy or rest from now. You have heard that 'Blessed are those who mourn, because 
they shall be comforted', and also those who did not rejoice on earth will rejoice in  
Heaven. You have also heard 'Woe to you who are laughing now because you will cry 
and grief. This is the time in which the weak become strong; and those who are not 
strong will say ' I  am strong when they give their hearts to the written commandments'. 
As the prophet had said:'Many are those whose bodies weakened because of their adul- 
tery, and their hearts will become weak as well'. The Bible described them by saying 
'He will be destroyed by the uncleaness of himself. While those who are bravely striv- 
ing and struggling were described by the saying: 'Hurry and reconcile yourself as a friend 
to God, and an undefiled performer who performs the word of truth'. 

Let us conclude the Homily of ourfather Saint Abbn SItertouda the Archnzattdnte who has 
enlightened our ntind~ and the eyes of our hearfs, in the nunte of the I7athcr, Son and Holy 
Spirit, One God, Amen. 

Psalms 120:2,6-7 NKJ) 

Eptchoice ek-enohem enra epsi-she evol 
khen han esfo-tou en- oji: nern evolha 
ou-lass en-ekkrof: na-yoy enhirinikos pe 
nem ni- eth-mos-ye en-te he-ree-nee 
:eshowp i-shan-saji nemow-ou shav- 
fowts eroy en-jin-jee: Alleluia. 

(F/-on2 the Psalms of our tetzchcr David the 
prophet cmd kirtg, nrrzy his blessings be with 
us all ,4 men. 

Deliver my soul, 0 I m d ,  from lying lips 
{And) from a deceitful tongue. My soul 
has dwelt too long With one who hates 
peace. I {am fur) peace; But when i 
speak, they {are) for war. Alleluia 
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0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint John fhe Evangelkt andpure di~ciple, may 
his blessings be with us all. Anzen 

(John 8:21-29 NKJ) 

(21) Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die 
in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." (22) So the Jews said, "Will He kill Himself, 
because He says, 'Where I go you cannot come'?" (23) And He said to them, "You are 
from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. (24) 'There- 
fore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am (He), 
you will die in your sins." (25) Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said 
to them, "Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. (26) "1 have many 
things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to 
the world those things which I heard from Him." (27) They did not understand that Pie 
spoke to them of the Father. (28) Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am {He), and {that) I do nothing of Myself; but as My 
Father taught Me, I speak these things. (29) "And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father 
has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him." 

Glpry be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The First Hour Co~nntentary of Tuesday of the Holy Pasclzy may its blessings be with ur. 
all. Amen 

The Israelites came to Mount Rafazin after they had left Egypt and stayed three months 
in the wilderness. When Moses was in the presence of God, God told him to remind 
the Israelites of the wonderous miracles He had done for them out of Egypt arid that Me 
had chosen them to become His nation. Moses related this message to them, and they 
all said with one accord that they will follow all God's orders. However, they did not  
keep their promise and broke His commandments; therefore, God delivered them to 
their enemies and they were humiliated among all nations. 

RESPONSE: 

C h k t  our Saviour, came urtd suffcrcti for us, that He tm2y save us throrg/t Hi5 suflcritig. 
L.& us glori' and exalt Hk Name acconlitlg to F1i.c g t m t  rrre~cv. 

From the Book of Deuterortonty of Moses tlic prophet, imzy itis blessings he ltitlt us all. 
Amen 
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(Deuteronomy 8:ll-20 NKJ) 

(11) "Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His command- 
ments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, (12) "lest -- {when) 
you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell {in them); (13) 
"and {when) your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are mul- 
tiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; (14) "when your heart is lifted up, and you 
forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage; (15) "who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, {in which were) 
fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought 
water for you out of the rock of flint; (16) "who fed you in the wilderness with manna, 
which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, 
to do you good in the end -- (17) "then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might 
of my hand have gained me this wealth.' (18) "And you shall remember the Lord your 
God, for {it is) He  whogives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant 
which He swore to your fathers, as {it is) this day. (19) 'Then it shall be, if you by any 
means forget the Lord your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship 
them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. (20) "As the nations which 
the Lord destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to 
the voice of the Lord your God. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirtity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Jesus Son of Sirach the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(JESUS SON OF SliRACH 2:l-9) 

1 My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for temptation .2 Set 
your heart right and be steadfast, and do not be hasty in time of calamity. 3 Cleave to 
him and do not depart, that you may be honored at the end of your life. 4Accept whatever 
is brought upon you, and in changes that humble you be patient. 5 For gold is tested in 
the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation. 6 Trust in him, and he will 
help you; make your ways straight, and hope in him. 7 You who fear the Lord, wait for 
his mercy; and turn not aside, lest you fall. 8 You who fear the Lord, trust in him, and 
your reward will not fail; 9 you who fear the Lord, hope for good things, for everlasting 
joy and mercy. 

Glory be to the Holy ninity, the Father, Sort and Holy Spitit. 
ALSO 
From Job the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Job 27: 1-28:2 NKJ) 

(1) Moreover Job continued his discourse, and said: (2) "{As) God lives, {who) has 
taken away my justice, and the Almighty, {who) has made my soul bitter, (3) as long as 
my breath {is) in me, and the breath of God in my nostrils, (4) my lips will not speak 
wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. ( 5 )  Far be it from me that I should say you are 
right; till l[ die 1 will not put away my integrity from me. (6) My righteomness I hold fast, 
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and will not let it go; my heart shall not reproach {me) as long as I live. (7) "May my 
enemy be like the wicked, and he who rises up against me like the unrighteous. (8) For 
what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he may gain {much), if God takes away his 
lifd? (9) Will God hear his cry when trouble comes upon him? (10) Will he  delight him- 
sellf in the Almighty? Will he  always call on God? (1 1) "I will teach you about the hand 
of God; what {is) with the Almighty I will not conceal. (12) Surely all of you have seen 
{it;) why then do  you behave with complete nonsense? (13) 'This is the portion c f  :r 
wicked man with God, and the heritage of oppressors, received from the Almighty: (14) 
If his children are multiplied, {it is) for the sword; and his offspring shall not be satis- 
fied with bread. (15) Those who survive him shall be buried in death, and their widows 
shdl  not weep, (16) Though he heaps up silver like dust, and piles up  clothing like clay 
-- (17) he may pile {it) up, but the just will wear {it), and the innocent will divide the 
silver. (18) H e  builds his house like a moth, like a booth {which) a watchman makes. 
(19) The rich man will lie down, but not be gathered {up;) he opens his eyes, and he (is) 
no more. (20) Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest steals him away in the night. 
(21) The east wind carries him away, and he is gone; it sweeps him out of his place. (22: 
It hurls against him and does not spare; he flees desperately from its power. (2-3) { 
shdl  clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place. (Job 28) ( 9) "Surely tlr~ert. 
is a mine for silver, and a place {where) gold is refined. (2) Iron is taken from the 
and copper (is) smelted {from) ore. 

Glory he to the Holy 7iirtitj: the father, Son artd Holy Spirit. 
also 
Front the Book of First Kings nzuy its hlexrir~gr be with r r s  d. Amru 

(9) And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behdt:. rhi. 
woird of the Lord {came) to him, and He said to him, "What are you doing here. E!i{ah? 
(10) So he said, "I have been very zealraus for the Lord God of hosts; for the chlaitren ni' 
IsrBel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life." ( l  l )  Then H e  said, "GC) 
out, and stand on the mountain before the Lmd." And behold, the Lord passed by, am4 
agreat and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before thc 
Lord, {but) the Lord {was) not in the wind; and after the wirld an earthquake, (but) 
the Lord {was) not in the earthquake; (12) and after the earthquake a fire, (but)  the 
Lord {was) not in the fire; and after the fire a still sniall voice. (13) So i t  was, when Elijah 
heard {it), that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went o u t  and stood in the entrance 
of the cave. And suddenly a voice {came) to him, and said, "What are you doing here, 
Elijah?" (14) So he said, "I have been very zealous for the I m d  God of hosts; because: 
the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, ant! killed 
Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they heck to take tii. Iifi .  " 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort urtd Holy Sjiri t .  
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Psalms 119:154-155 NKJ) From the Psaltns of our teacher David the 
prophet atzd king, may h k  blessings be with 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Ma-hay epa-hap ou-woh sott: ethve pek- Plead my cause and redeem me; Revive 
saji mari-ownkh: ef-ou- ey-you savol me according to Your word. Salvation 
enni-ref-ernovi enje pi-ou-guy: je nek- {is) far from the wicked, For they do not 
methrnee em- pou-kowti ensow-ou: Al- seek Your statutes. Alleluia. 
leluia. 

O Lord have pity and mercy on u~ and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrotn the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist andpure disciple, 
may his blessings he with us all. Amen 

(Matthew 2337-242 N W )  

(37) "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under {her} wings, but you were not willing! (38) "See! Your house is left to you 
desolate; (39) "for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed {is) He 
who comes in the name of the Lord!' " (Matthew 24) (1) Then Jesus went out and 
departed from the temple, and His disciples came to {Him) to show Him the buildings 
of the temple. (2) And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, 
I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." 

Glory he to God forever Atnett. 

THE COMMENTARY 

77te Third Hour Comrnentary of Tucstiay of tlte floly Paschn, rmy its blessings be with us 
all. Amen 

God said, How rnany times 1 wanted to put My arms around ail you people, just as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would not let Me, But they still went astray, 
therefore, God ruined them forever. 

When the disciples showed Jesus the temple, He  told them that it will all be destroyed, 
and indeed it happened forty years after Jesus resurrection when the Romans carne t o  
the temple and ruined it and killed one million and two hundred thousand Jews, and the 
wrath of God came upon them. 

RESPONSE: 

C h h t  our Saviour, came and snffered for us, that fie may .rmz r rs  tltrouglt His sujjierirzg. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great r7zercy. 
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From Ezekiel the prophet, may his blessings he with us all. Amen 

(Ezekiel21.J-13 NKJ) 

(3) "and say to the land of Israel, "Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I {am) against you ,  anrf 
I will draw My sword out of its sheath and cut off both righteous and wicked from y o ~ .  
(4) "Because I will cut off both righteous and wicked from you, therefore My sword shall 
go out of its sheath against all flesh from south {to} north, ( 5 )  "that all flesh may know 
that I, the Lord, have drawn My sword out of its sheath; it shall not return anymore." ' 
(6) "Sigh therefore, son of man, with a breaking heart, and sigh with bitterness before 
thieir eyes. (7) "And it shall be when they say to you, 'Why are you sighing?' that you shall 
ariswer, 'Because of the news; when it comes, every heart will melt, all hands will Ire 
febble, every spirit will faint, and all knees will be weak {as) water, Behold, it is cornixlg 
and shall be brought to pass,' says the Lord God." (8) Again the word of the l a r d  c a m  
to me, saying, (9) "Son of man, prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord! "Say: 'A sward, a 
sword is sharpened and also polished! (10) Sharpened to make a dreadful slzughter. 
polished to flash like lightning! Should we then make mirth? it despises the scepter o f  
MW son, {As it does) all wood. (11) And He has given it to be polished, that it may be 
handled; this sword is sharpened, and it is polished to be given into the hand of the slayer,' 
(12) "Cry and wail, son of man; for it will be against My people, against all the princes 
of Israel. Terrors including the sword will be against My people; therefore strike {yotii j 
thigh. (13) "Because {it is) a testing, and what if {the sword) despises eve; the sccpiel? 
{The scepter) shall be no {more)," says the Lord God. 

Gbry be to the Holy TAttiiy, -the &ither'; %ri: &if Trrily Sjh'rii. 
d o  
From Jesu~, Son of Sir-ach the prophcf, may his blcssirlgs be with rrs (111. rimerr 

< '  

(JESUS 'SON OF SIHACH 4~26-52) 

20 Observe the right tirne, and beware of evil; and do not hring shame an yourself. P I 
Fqr there is a shame which brinks sin; a ~ d  there4sga4hafne which is gkky and favnr. 12 
D6 notlshow partidity, to'yom 0uvim1~rrn:dr ddfer@nce, to\ydur downYBI1. 23 Do not 
refrain frm8'speaking at,the~mcial !time,. t4ti~'dc,%l,t your ~kdbih.  24 For ivisdotr~ 
is Known through speech, and education through the words'ofhe't~fi~uki 25 Never speak 
against the truth, but be mindful of your ignorance. 26 Do not be ashanled to con i i y  

d7 1 L , 

your sins, and do not try to stop the current of a river. 27 ih not subject yr~tirwlf to * #  

fablish fellow, nor show partiality, to,q rulq. ?8&rjve hyen fg @eat11 for the truth and the 
,, 8 9 .  ,, * l$ , \>".  

Lord God will fight f& 2$'bonot bg.rec&qjip v. l . . x  " ygrif,spe~ch, or sluggish and I emiss 
in pour deeds. 30 Do not be like lion in your horn, no; i,e a faultfinder uith your xi- 
vants. 31 Let not your hand be extended to receive, hut withdrawn when i t  is tirne to  
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repay. [5] 1 D o  not set your heart on your wealth, nor say, "I have enough." 2 D o  not fol- 
low your inclination and strength, walking according to the desires of your heart. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, tlte Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Isaiah the prophet, may hk blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Isaiah 1:l-9 NKJ) 

(1) The vision of Isaiah the son of Arpoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem 
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, {and) Hezekiah, kings of Judah. (2) Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, 0 earth! For the I ~ r d  has spoken: "I have nourished and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled against Me; (3) the ox knows its owner And the 
donkey its master's crib; {but) Israel does not know, My people do not consider." (4) 
Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children who are 
corrupters! They have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked to anger the Holy One  of 
Israel, they have turned away backward. (5) Why should you be stricken again? You will 
revolt more and more. The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faints. (6) From the 
sole of the foot even to the head, {there is) no soundness in it, {but) wounds and bruises 
and putrefying sores; they have not been closed or  bound up, or soothed with ointment. 
(7) Your country {is} desolate, your cities {are) burned with fire; strangers devour your 
land in your presence; and {it is) desolate, as overthrown by strangers. (8) So the 
daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a vineyard, as a hut in a garden of cucumbers, as a 
besieged city. (9) Unless the Lord of hosts had left to us a very s~nall  remnant, we would 
have become Pike Sodom, we would have been made like Gomorrah. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son artd Holy Spirit. 

(F'salms 18:48 NKJ) 

Epsalntos to Da-wed: 

From the Psalms of our teacher David rhe 
prophet and king, may his blessings be 
with US all Amen. 

Pa-ref nahmet evol en-to-too enna-gaji He delivers me from my enemies. You 
en-ref-gownt: riem evol ell-to-too enni- also l if t  me up above those who rise 
et-ow-oon emmo-ou e-ehree egoy ek-e- against me; You have delivered me from 
shast: nahmet evol-ha ou-row-mi en-oji the violent man. He delivered me from 
ef-e-nahmet evol ento-too enna-L >a j' I et- my strong enemy, From those who hated 
gor: nem evol ento-too enni-eth-mossti me, For they were too strong for me. 
emmoy: Alleluia. Alleluia. 

10 Lord have pity artd mercy on us and make us worllzy t o  listen to Your Holy Gosj~el. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel accor~lirtg lo S~zitrt J o h  tlte E~~~t tgc l i~ t  m d  purr disc-i/,lc, m(aj 
his blessings be with us all. Ainetz 

(John 8:12-20 NKJ) 

(12) 'Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the \vorld. IIe who fol- 
lows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." (13) The Pharisees there- 
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foie said to Him, "You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true." (14) Jesus 
answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from 
and where I am going. (15) "You judge according to  the flesh; I judge no one. (16) "And 
yet if 1 do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I {am) with the Father 
who sent Me. (17) "It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is t n ~ .  
(18) "I am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears wltness 
of Me." (19) Then they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know 
neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also." (20) These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as H e  taught in the temple; and no 
one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

77te Skth Hour Commentary of Tuesday of the Holy Pa~clza, rrzuy its blessings bp with it.\ 
all. Amen 

The true God came into the world and said that He is the Light of the world and he who 
follows Him, will not walk in darkness but will find the Light of Life to guide him to thc 
way of the truth. H e  drew us, the gentiles, to know the True Light, and shone upon us 
with His light, after living in darkness and the shadow of death. But the Jews were His 
chosen, were rejected beacause they had refused Him and condemed Him to die. Let 
us glorify His Holy Name and praise Him continuously. 

RESPONSE: 

C h k t  our Saviour, came and sufferedfor us, tlrut Hr Inuy strve us through H k  sgrerirtg. 
b t  us glorify artd aalt His Name accordiizg to His grmt r?lcprcy. 
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I NINTH HOUR TUESDAY OF HOLY PASCHA 1 

From the the Book of Genesis of Moses the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Anien 

(Genesis 6:s-9:6 NKJ) 

(5) Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man {was) great in the earth, and {that} 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart {was} only evil continually. (6) And the h r d  
was sorry that He  had made man on the earth, and H e  was grieved in His heart. (7) S o  
the Lord said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both 
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." 
(8) But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Ixjrd. (9) This is the genealogy of Noali. 
Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God. (10) And Noah 
begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. ( I  1 )  The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence. (12) So God looked upon the earth, and indeed 
it  was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. (13) And God said to 
Noah, 'The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence 
tt~rough them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. (14) "Make yourself an 
ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and coves i t  inside and outside with pitch. 
(15) "And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark {shall be )  three hundred 
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. (16) "You shall make a window 
for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in 
its side. Yo11 shall make it {with) lower, second, arid third {decks). (17) "And behold, I 
Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in 
which {is} the breath of life; everything that {is) on the earth shall die. (18) "But I will 
establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark --you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons' wives with you. (19) "And of every living thing of  all flesh you shall bring 
two of every {sort) into the ark. to keep {then]) alive with you; they shall be male and 
female. (20) "Of the birds after their kind, of animalc after their kind, and of every creep- 
ing thing of the earth after its kind, two of every {kind) will come to you to keep {them) 
alive. (21) "And you sl~all take for yourself of all foocl that is eaten, and you shall gather 
{it) to yourself; and it shall be food for you ancl for thenl." (22) Thus Noah did; accord- 
ing to all that God commanded him, so he did. 

(Genesis 7) 

(1) Then the Lord said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, he- 
cause I have seen {that) you {are} righteous before Me i n  this generation. (2) "You s1i;rlI 
take with you seven each of every clean anirnal. a mide and his female; two each of 
animals that {are) unclean, a male and his female; (3) "also seven each of birds of the 
air, male and female, to keep the species alive o n  the face of ;ill t h e  earth. (4) "For after 
seven more days I will cause i t  to rain o n  the earth forty clays and forty nights, and I will 
destroy from the face of the earth all living things that 1 have made." ( S )  And Noah did 
according to all that the 1-ord commanded Iiirn. (6) Noah {was) six hundred years old 
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whien the floodwaters were on  the earth. (7) So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his 
sons' wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. (8) Of clean animals, 
of animals that {are) unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps o n  the earth, (9) 
two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded 
Naah. (10) And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the 
earth. (1 1) In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth 
day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 
the windows of heaven were opened. (12) And the rain was on the earth forty days and 
forty nights. (13) On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhetla, 
and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark -- (14) they 
and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps 
on Ithe earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. (15) And 
they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which {is} the breath of life. 
(16) So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded 
him; and the Lord shut him in. (17) Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters 
increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. (18) The waters 
prevailed and greatly increased on  the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of 
the waters. (19) And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills 
under the whole heaven were covered. (20) The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward. 
and the mountains were covered, (21) And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds 
and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 
(22) All in whose nostrils {was} the breath of the spirit of life, ail that {was) on the dry 
{land), died. (23) So H e  destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: 
both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the 
eaath. Only Noah and those who {were} with him in the ark remained (alive). (24) And 
the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. 

(Genesis 8) 

(1)Then God remembered Noah, arid every living thing, and all the animals that {were) 
with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters sub- 
sidled. (2) The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was restrained. (3) And the waters receded continually from the 
earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased. (4) Then the ark 
regted in tlie seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of 
Arlarat. (5) And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth 
{nionth}, on the first {day) of the month, tlie tops of the mountains were seen. (6) So it 
canhe to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he 
had made. (7) Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had 
dried up from the earth. (If) He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the water5 
had receded from the face of the ground. (9) But the dove found no resting place for the 
sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters {were) on the face 
of lthe whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to 
himself. (10) And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from 
the ark. (11) Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked 
o lhe  leaf {was) in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the 
eatth. (12) So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not 
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return again to him anymore. (13) And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, 
in the first {month), the first {day) of the month, that the waters were dried up from the 
earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of 
the ground was dry. (14) And in the second month, on  the twenty-seventh day of the 
month, the earth was dried. (15) Then God spoke to Noah, saying, (16) "Go out of the 
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. (17) "Bring out with 
you every living thing of all flesh that {is) with you: birds and cattle and every creeping 
thing that creeps on  the earth, so that they rnay abound on the earth, and be  fruitful and 
multiply o n  the earth." (18) So  Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his son5' 
wives with him. (19) Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, {and) whatever 
creeps on  the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark. (20) Then Noah 
built an altar to  the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar. (21) And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then 
the Lord said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although 
the imagination of man's heart {is} evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every 
living thing as I have done. (22) "While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease." (Genesis 9) 
(1) So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth. (2) "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the 
earth, on every bird of the air, on  all that moves {on} the earth, and on  all the fish of the 
sea. They are given into your hand. (3) "Every moving thing that lives shall be food for 
you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. (4) "But you shall not eat flesh 
with its life, {that is), its blood. (5) "Surely for your lifeblood I will demand {a reckon- 
ing;) from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the 
hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. (6) "Whoever sheds man's 
blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He  made man. (7) And 
as for you, be fruitful and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth and multiply in 
it." 

Glory be l0 the Iioly 'liinily, tile Futher; Soif ( J I ? ~  ljo/y Sl~irit. 
also 
Froin rite Proverb of Sokmorr tile yr.op/lct, m ~ 7 y  /?is 11lc.r.tir~g~ be wifl t  ur all. Amm 

(Proverbs 9: 1 - 1 1 N U )  

(1) Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn ou t  her seven pillars; (2) sh e has 
slaughtered her meat, she has ~ r~ ixed  her wine, she has also furnished her table. (3) She 
has sent out her maidens, she cries out from the highest places of the city, (4) "Whoever 
{is) simple, let him turn in here!" {As for) him who lacks understanding, she says to him, 
(5) "Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine {which) I have mixed. (6) Forsake 
foolishness and live, and go in the way of understanding. (7) "Me who reproves a scoffer 
gets shame for himself, and he who rebukes a wicked {man gets) himself a blemish. (8) 
Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he  will love you. (0) 
Give {instruction) to a wise {man}, atid he will be still wiser; teach a just {man}, and 
he will increase in learning. ( 10) "The fear of the Lord {is} the beginning of wisdom, and 
the knowledge of the Holy One  {is) unclerstanding. ( 1  1 )  For by me your day5 will be 
multiplied, and years of life will be added to you. 
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Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
&o 
Frdm Isaiah the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

( I d *  40:9-31 NKJ) 

(9) 0 Zion, you who bring good tidings, get up into the high mountain; 0 Jerusalen~, 
you who bring good tidings, lift up your voice with strength, lift {it) up, be not afraid; 
say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" (10) Behold, the h r d  God shall come 
with a strong {hand), and His arm shall rule for Him; behold, His reward {is) with Him. 
and His work before Him. (11) H e  will feed His flock like a shepherd; H e  will gather 
the lambs with His arm, and carry {them) in His bosom, {and) gently lead those who 
are with young. (12) Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, measured 
heave11 with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the moun- 
tains in scales and the hills in a balance? (13) Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, 
or {as) His counselor has taught Him? (14) With whom did H e  take counsel, and {who) 
instructed Him, and taught Him in the path ofjustice? Who taught Him knowledge, and 
shdwed Him the way of understanding? (15) Behold, the nations {are) as a drop in a 
bucket, and are counted as the small dust on the balance; look, He  lifts up the isles as a 
very little thing. (16) And Lebanon {is) not sufficient to burn, nor its beasts sufficient 
for a burnt offering. (17) All nations before Him {are) as nothing, and they are counted 
byCIim less than nothing and worthless. (18) T o  whom then will you liken God? Or  what 
likeness will you compare to Him? (19) The workman molds a graven image, the 
goldsmith overspreads it with gold, and the silversmith casts silver chains. (20) Whoever 
{is) too impoverished for {such) a contribution chooses a tree {that) will not rot; He 
seeks for himself a skillful workman to  prepare a carved image {that) will not totter. 
(21) Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the begin- 
ning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? (22) {it is) H e  who 
sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants {are) like grasshoppers, Who 
stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. (23) 
He  brings the princes to nothing; H e  makes the judges of the earth useless. (24) Scar- 
cely shall they be planted, scarcely shall they be sown, scarcely shall their stock take root 
in the earth, when Ilc will also blow or1 theni, and they will wither, and the whirlwind 
wiUl take them away like stubble. (25)  "To whom then will you liken Me, Or  {to whom) 
shall I be equal?" says the Holy One. (26) Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has 
created these {things), Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, 
bylthe greatness of His might and the strength of {His) power; not one is missing. (27) 
Why do you say, 0 Jacob, and speak, 0 Israel: "My way is hidden from the Lord, and my 
just claim is passed over by my God"? (28) Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
Thie everlasting God, the h r d ,  the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor 
is weary. {There is) no searching of His understanding. (29) He gives power to the weak, 
and to {those who have) no might He  increases strength. (30) Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, (31) But those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew {their) strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
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Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Daniel the prophet, may h b  blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Daniel 7:9-15 NKJ) 

(9) "I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His 
garment {was) white as snow, and the hair of His head {was) like pure wool. His throne 
{was) a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; (10) A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before Him. a thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. (l l )  "I 
watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking; 
I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. 
(12) "As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives 
were prolonged for a season and a time. (13) "I was watching in the night visions, and 
behold, {One) like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! H e  came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. (14) Then to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
Him. His dominion {is) an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom {the one)  which shall not be destroyed. (15) "I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit 
within {my) body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 

Glory be to llie Holy Tnrzity, the Father, Son and Holy Sl~irit. 
also 
From tine Proverbs of Solonzorz tlze prophet, n t c z j l  Iiis hltmirigs bc with u . ~  all. A ~ W Z  

(Proverbs 8: 1 - 12 NKJ) 

(1) Does not wisdorn cry out, and understanding lift up her voice? (2) s h e  takes her stand 
on the top of the high hill, beside the way, where the paths meet. (3) She cries out by the 
gates, at the entry of the city, at the entrance of the doors: (4) ' To  you, 0 men, I call, and 
my voice {is) to the sons of men. ( 5 )  0 you simple ones, understand prudence, and you 
fools, be of an understanding heart. (6) Listen, for I will speak of excellent things, and 
from the opening of my lips {will come) right thirlgs; (7) for my nlouth will speak truth; 
wickedness {is) an abomination to my lips. (8) All the words of my mouth {are) with 
righteousness; nothing crooked or  perverse {is) in them. (9) They {are)  all plain to him 
who understands, and right to those who find knowledge. (10) Receive my instruction, 
and not silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; ( 1  1 )  for wisdorn {is) better than 
rubies, and all the things one may desire cannot he compared with her. ( 12) "I, wisdom, 
dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge {and) discretion. 

Glory be to the Holy 7jittity, the fiztlter, Sort r r r d  IJoly Spirit. 
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A Homily 

A Homily of our father Saint Abba Shenouda the Archmattdrite, may his holy blessings 
be with us all. Amen. 

Let us perform God's will, my brethren, as long as we have enough time to do God's 
actis. Remember that death is never late and we are going to leave the world. Where 
are all those who preceded us? They are all lying in their tombs. Therefore we should 
bear fruit which is worthy of God's blessings which He gave to all of us and all the Chris- 
tians. We have to follow Jesus Christ, the real Light, becaue we are humans and We is 
the Master. H e  is the Shepherd and we are the flock under His command. He was born 
from the Father, but we are His creation - light from light. H e  died to save us the sin- 
ners and gave Himself up for us on the Cross to offer us His Kingdom. Salves were never 
coqnpelled to die instead of their masters, but our Master was not concerned with the 
shame, and died for His slaves. So that as H e  died, they shouls die with Him, and as He 
is alive, they will live. 

Let us conclude the Homily of our father Saint Abba Shenouda the Archmandrite who har 
enlightened our minds and the eyes of our hearts, in the name of the Father, San and Holy 
Spirit, One God, Amen. 

(Psdms 259-3 NKJ) 

IEpsalmos to Da-veed 

From the Psalms of our teacher David 
the prophet and king, may his  blessing.^ 
be with us all Amen. 

Ay-fay enta epsi-shi e-epshoy harok To You, 0 Lord, I lift my soul. U my 
eptchoice pa-nouti: ay-ka eh-thee erok God, I trust in You; Let me not he 
ennek-ethri-etchisipy sha-eneh: ou-ze a s h a m e d ;  Le t  n o t  my enemies  
empen-ethrou- sovi ensoy enje na-gaji: t ruimph over me. Let  those be  
msrou chishipy enthow-ou enje ni-yet- ashamed who deal treacherously 
iri enti-anomi-ya k hen petshou-witt: without cause. Alleluia 
Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us artd make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chqpterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saitzt Matthew fhe Evangelirt artd pure dkiple, 
nttq his blessings be with us all. Amen 

( M a t  hew 243-35 NKJ) 

(3) Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 
'Tell us, when will these things be? And what (will be) the sign of Your coming, and of 
the: end of the age?" (4) And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that  no one 
deceives you. (5) "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and wiiB 
deceive many. (6) "And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
troubled; for all {these things) must come to pass, but the end is not yet. (7) "For nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pes- 
tilence~, and earthquakes in various places. (8) "All these {are} the heginning of sor- 
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rows. (9) 'Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated 
by all nations for My name's sake. (10) "And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another. (11) 'Then many false prophets will rise up and 
deceive many. (12) "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 
cold. (13) "But he who endures to the end shall be saved. (14) "And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the 
end will come. (15) 'Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 
(16) "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. (17) "Let him who is on the 
housetop not come down to take anything out of his house. (18) "And let him who is in  
the field not go back to get his clothes. (19) "But woe to those who are pregnant and to 
those with nursing babies in those days! (20) "And pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on the Sabbath. (21) "For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 
been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. (22) "And 
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those 
days will be shortened. (23) 'Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here {is} the Christ!' or 
'There!' do not believe {it). (24) "For false christs and false prophets will arise and show 
great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect. (25) "See, I have 
told you beforehand. (26) 'Therefore if they say to you, ' look, H e  is in the desert!' do 
not go out; {or)"Look, {He is) in the inner rooms!' do  not believe {it). (27) "For as the 
lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. (28) "For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 
(29) "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. (30) 'Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (31) "And H e  will send His angels with a 
great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. (32) "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: 
When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that sum- 
mer {is) near. (33) "So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near, at 
the {very} doors. (34) "Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass 
away till all these things are fulfilled. (35) "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
Iwords will by no means pass away. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

?%e Ninth Hour Contmentury of Ttlesduy of the Holy Pmchu, may its blessings bc with u~ 
011. Amen 

Come all you who dwell in Jerusalem to the Mountain of Olives to see Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Word of the Father, surrounded by His disciples asking Him about the temple, I-le 
answeved them to beware of those who will decieve them. A nation will rise against na- 
tion and there will be earthquakes and troubles all over the earth, and that they will be 
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hated and killed from all nations for the sake of His name. They have to endure unto 
the end to be saved. 

RESPONSE: 

Chht our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through His suferitzg. 
Le! us glorifjl and exalt Hk Name according to His great mercy. 

From Isaiah the prophet, may hk blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Isaiah 30:25-30 NKJ) 

(25) There will be on every high mountain and on every high hill rivers {and) streams 
of waters, in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. (26) Moreover the light 
of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold, as 
the. light of seven days, in the day that the Lord binds up the bruise of His people and 
heals the stroke of their wound. (27) Behold, the name of the Lord comes from afar, 
burning {with) His anger, and {His) burden {is) heavy; His lips are full of indignation, 
and His tongue like a devouring fire; (28) His breath is like an overflowing stream, which 
reaches up to the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of futility; and {there shall be) 
a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing {them) to err. (29) You shall have a song as 
in the night {when) a holy festival is kept, and gladness of heart as when one goes with 
a flute, to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel. (30) The 
Lord will cause His glorious voice to be heard, and show the descent of His arm, with 
the indignation of {His) anger and the flame of a devouring fire, {with) scattering, 
tempest, and hailstones. 

Glory be to the Holy Tnnity, the Futher, Son urtd Holy Spirit. 
a l s ~  
From the Book of Proverbs of Solorzlon the prophet, may his blessings he with us all. Amen 

(Proverbs 6:20-7:4 NKJ) 

(20) My son, keep your father's command, and do not forsake the law of your mother. 
(21) Bind them continually upon your heart; tie them around your neck. (22) When you 
roam, they will lead you; when you sleep, they will keep you; and {when) you awake, 
they will speak with you. (23) For the commandment {is) a lamp, and the law (is} light; 
reproofs of instruction {are) the way of life, (24) to keep you from the evil woman, from 
the flattering tongue of a seductress. (25) Do riot lust after her beauty in your heart, nor 
let her allure you with her eyelids. (26) For by means of a harlot (a man is reduced) to 
a ch-ust of bread; and an adulteress will prey upon his precious life. (27) can a man take 
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fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? (28) Can one walk on hot coals, and 
his feet not be seared? (29) So {is) he who goes in to his neighbor's wife; whoever 
touches her shall not be innocent. (30) {People) do not despise a thief if he steals to 
satisfy himself when he is starving. (31) Yet {when) he is found, he must restore seven- 
fold; he may have to give up all the substance of his house. (32) Whoever commits adul- 
tery with a woman lacks understanding; he {who} does so destroys his own soul. (33) 
Wounds and dishonor he will get, and his reproach will not be wiped away. (34) For 
jealousy {is) a husband's fury; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. (35) 
He will accept no recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts. 
(Proverbs 7) (1) My son, keep my words, and treasure my commands within you. (2) 
Keep my commands and live, and my law as the apple of your eye. (3) Bind them on your 
fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart. (4) Say to wisdom, "You {are) my sister," 
arid call understanding {your) nearest kin, 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son altd Holy Spirit. 

A HOMILY 

A Homily of our fatiw Saint Abba Juitn Ci~tysostonz, may itis Izoly blessings be with us all. 
Anten. 

I want to remind you, my dear brethren, of what I have told you several times while we 
were partaking of the Lord's supper. I have seen you behaving in very lax way, without 
fear, that deserves pity. I keep myself whether these people know of what they are par- 
taking of, or the power of this mystery, and so I become upset invountarily. I was intend- 
ing to leave your congregation due to my anguish. If I blame any one of you, not only 
does he not care about what I am saying, but also he gets angry, as if I haie done him in- 
justice. It is really strange that you do not become upset with those who oppress you, 
steal your belongings, but you become upset with me, the one who wants your salvation!! 
I am very scared and frightened of God's pinishment which will occur to you because of 
your disdained action towards this great mystery. Do you know from whose Body you 
partake? They are the Body and Blood of God, The Word, who has offered Himself for 
our salvation. If anyone partakes of it without worthiness, he will be severley punished, 
in the same way as what happened to Judas Iscariot who delivered the Lmd, when he 
unworthily partook of it. 

Let us conclude the Homily of ourfdlter Srzitzt Abha John Cl~rysostonz who has etzligittened 
lour minds and the eyes of our Itearfs, in the name of the Fotiter, Son and Holy Spirit, One 
God, Amen. 
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(Psams 456,41:1 NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David 
the prophet and king, may his bless- 

@salmos to Da-veed ings be with W all Amen. 

yek-ethronos Efnouti sha ente pe-eneh: Your Throne, 0 God, is forever and 
owoh pe-esh-vout em-ep-sow-ooten pe- ever; A scepter of righteousness is 
ep-eshvowt ente tek-met-ouro: ow-ou- the  scepter  of Your kingdom. 
ni-yatf emfi-yeth-na-kati ejen ou-hik-ki Blessed is he who considers the 
nbm ou-gowb: khen pi-eho-ou et- ho-oo poor; The Lord deliver him in time 
ef-e-nahmet enje eptchoice: Alleluia of trouble. Alleluia 

a Lord h a ~ e  pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfiom the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist and pure disciple, 
& his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Mdthew 2514-26:2 NKJ) 

(14) "For {the kingdom of heaven is) like a man traveling to a far country, {who) called 
his own servants and delivered his goods to them. (15) "And to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediate- 
ly he went on a journey. (16) 'Then he who had received the five talents went and traded 
4 t h  them, and made another five talents. (17) "And likewise he who {had received) two 
gained two more also. (18) "But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, 
@d hid his lord's money, (19) "After a long time the lord of those servants came and set- 
tled accounts with them. (20) "So he who had received five talents came and brought 
We ather talents, saying, ' lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five 
More talents besides them.' (21) "His lord said to him, 'Well {done), good and faithful 
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter 
idto the joy of your lord.' (22) "He also who had received two talents came and said, 
' b r d ,  you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides 
them.' (23) "His lord said to him, 'Well {done), good and faithful servant; you have been 
fdithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 
ydur lord.' (24) 'Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'lord, I knew 
y ~ u  to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have 
nbt scattered seed. (25) 'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, {there) you have {what is) yours.' (26) "But his lord answered and said to him, 
'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather 
where I have not scattered seed. (27) 'Therefore you ought to have deposited my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 
(a8) 'Therefore take the talent from him, and give {it) to him who has ten talents. (29) 
'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him 
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. (30) 'And cast the unprofitable 
sqwant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' (31) 
" m e n  the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He 
will sit on the throne of His glory. (32) "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and 
He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides {his) sheep from the 
goats. (33) " h d  He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. (34) 
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'Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: (35) 'for 1 was 
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and 
you took Me in; (36) '1 {was) naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; 
I was in prison and you came to Me.' (37) 'Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 
'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed {You), or thirsty and give {You) drink? 
(38) 'When did we see You a stranger and take {You) in, or naked and clothe {You)? 
(39) 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' (40) "And the King 
will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did {it) to one of 
the least of these My brethren, you did {it) to Me.' (41) 'Then He will also say to those 
on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels: (42) 'for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me no drink; (43) 'I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you 
did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.' (44) 'Then they also will 
answer Him, saying, 'lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' (45) 'Then He will answer them, saying, 
'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do {it) to one of the least of these, you 
 did not do {it) to Me.' (46) "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
lrighteous into eternal life." (Matthew 26) (1) Now it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished all these sayings, {that) He said to His disciples, (2) "You know that after two 
days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 
* 

THE COMMENTARY 

m e  Eleventh Hour Commentary of Tuesday of the Holy Parcha, may its blessings be with 
m all. Amen 

I have sinned 0 God Almighty, forgive me. I have done evil and became lazy in obey- 
ing Your commandments. When You will come in all Your glory, surrounded by the 
angels and all the nations from all the corners of the world, You will seperate the sheep 
trom the goats. The sheep will go on Your right hand and will rejoice with You because 
they have fed You when hungry and gave You a drink when thrist., and hosted You 
when being a stranger, clothed You when being naked and visited You when in prison. 
But the goats who are on Your left will go to eternal punishment. 

You who are still under the judgement, be merciful to others before the day of Judge- 
bent. After Jesus had finished this talk, He told them that in two days, He will celebrate 
dhe Passover with them, and fulfil1 all the prophecies about Him that He is the Lamb of 
the Passover. He is truly the Lamb of God who carried the sins of the world. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He tnay save us tltroirglz His suffering. 
Let US glorifi and malt His Name according to His great mercy. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

FIRST HOUR OF WEDNESDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

li 

Ftom Ezekiel the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Ezekiel22:23-29 NKJ) 

(23) And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, (24) "Son of man, say to her: 'You 
{are) a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.' (25) 'The con- 
spiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have 
devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many 
widows in her midst. (26) "Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; 
they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known 
{the difference) between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes 
frlom My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. (27) "Her princes in her midst 
{are) like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest 
gain. (28) "Her prophets plastered them with untempered {mortar), seeing false visions, 
aqd 8ivining lies for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord God,' when the Lord had not 
spoken. (29) 'The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and 
mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort and Holy Spirit. 
d o  
From Ezekiel the prophet, muy his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Ezekiel 22:17-22 NKJ) 

(17) The word of the Lord came to me, saying, (18) "Son of man, the house of Israel has 
become dross to Me; they {are) all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a furnace; 
they have become dross from silver. (19) 'Therefore thus says the Lord God: 'Because 
y<bu have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of 
J&rusalem. (20) {As men) g'ather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a 
furnace, to blow fire on it, to melt {it;) so I will gather {you) in My anger and in My fury, 
and I will leave {you there) and melt you. (21) 'Yes, I will gather you and blow on you 
with the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in its midst. (22) 'As silver is melted 
in the midst of a furnace, so shall you be melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, 
the Lord, have poured out My fury on you.' " 

dlory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort mtd Holy Spirit. 
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Psalms 59:16-17 NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be with 

Epsalntos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Akshopi nee en-ou-ref-shopt erof: nem You have been my defense And refuge 
ou-ma-emfowt khen ep-e- ho-ou empa- in the day of my trouble. To You, 0 my 
hog-heg: enthok pe-pa-vo-eethos ay-na- Strength, I will sing praises; For God {is) 
erepsalin erok pa-nouti: je enthok my defense, The God of my mercy. 
pe-maref-shopt erok pa-nouti pa-nay: Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist andpure dkciple, 
may hh blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Matthew 22:l-14 NKJ) 

(1) And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: (2) 'The kingdom 
of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, (3) "and sent out his 
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 
(4) "Again, he sent out other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, "See, I have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle {are) killed, and all things {are) ready. 
Come to the wedding." ' ( 5 )  "But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his business. (6) "And the rest seized his servants, treated {them) 
spitefully, and killed {them). (7) "But when the king heard {about it), he was furious. 
~ n d  he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. (8) 
'Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready, hut those who were invited were 
not worthy. (9) "Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you fjnd, invite to the 
wedding.' ( 10) "So those servants went 011 t into the highways and gathered together all 
whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding {hall) was filled with guests. 
(1  1) "But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have 
onaweddinggarment. (12)"So he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in herewithout 
a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. (13) "Theti the king said to the servants, 
'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast { him) into outer darkness; there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' (14) "For many are called, but few {are) chosen." 

Glory be to Godforevcr Anteit. 

THE COMMENTARY 

Tlte First Hour Cotntnetttary of Wednesday Eve of the Holy Pmcha, may its hlessiugs be 
with us all. Atnett 

The King who made the marriage feast refers to God the Father, and His Son refers to 
Jesus Christ the Saviour. The marriage feast refers to the world. The servants whom 
He sent refers to the forerunner prophets who preached to the Gentiles saying that the 
Lord is coming. f i e y  did not listen and each one went his way, one to his farm, the other 
to his business and the rest caught His servants, treated themshaniefully and killed them. 
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The King became angry, sent His army, destroyed those murderers, and burnt their city. 
Whom do you think the people were originally invited to the feast: None but the trans- 
gfiessed Jews. 

Hie sent again His servants commanding them to go to the roads and invite everyone 
they can find, good and bad. The house was full of guests. Later the King came in to 
sae the guests. He saw a man not wearing a wedding garment. He told him:" friend, how 
did you come here without a wedding garment". He was speechless and the King ordered 
thie servants to cast him away to the everlasting darkness. 

This was none but Judas and everyone of us who will not be ready at the time of the feast. 
Judas and all those who are not ready will be cursed because they denied the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

RESPONSE: 

Clirrkt our Saviour, came arzd suffered for us, that He may save us through Hh suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

11 THIRD HOUR OF WEDNESDAY OF HOLY 11 
PASCHA 11 

From Amos the prophet, may his blessirtgs be with u s  all. Arnen 

(Amos 518-27 NKJ) 

(18) Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what good {is) the day of the Lord 
to pou? It {will be) darkness, and not light. ( 19) It {will be) as though a man fled from 
a lion, and a bear met him; or {as thougli) he went into the house, leaned his hand on 
the wall, and a serpent bit him. (20) {Is) not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light? 
{Is it not) very dark, with no brightness in it? (21) "I hate, I despise your feast days, and 
I dlo not savor your sacred assemblies. (22) Though you offer Me burnt offerings and 
your grain offerings, I will not accept {them), Nor will I regard your fattened peace of- 
ferrings. (23) Take away from Me the noise of your songs, for I will not hear the melody 
of your stringed instruments. (24) But let justice run down like water, and righteousness 
like a mighty stream. (25) "Did you offer Me sacrifices and offerings i n  the wilderness 
fo~ty years, 0 house of Israel? (26) You also carried Sikkuth your king and Chiun, your 
idols, the star of your gods, which you made for yourselves. (27) Therefore I will send 
you into captivity beyond Damascus," says the Imrd, whose narne {is) the God of hosts. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort artd t foly Spirit. 
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Psalms 654-5 NKJ) From the Psalm of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: with us all Amen. 

Ow-00-ni-yatf eniphi-yetak-sotpf ou- Blessed {is t h e  m a n  whom)  You 
woh akshopf erok: ef-e- showpi khen choose, And cause to approach {You), 
nek-avli-you sha-eneh: efou-ab enje pek- {That) he may dwell in Your courts. 
erfee: ou-woh ef-oy en-eshfiri khen ou- Holy is Your temple. awesome in 
meth-mee: Alleluia. righteousness. Alleluia 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist andpure disciple, 
may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Matthew 2436-51 NKJ) 

(36) "But of that day and hour no one knows, no, not even the angels of heaven, but My 
Father only. (37) "But as the days of Noah {were), so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. (38) "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, mar- 

ing and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, (39) "and did not 
now until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of 
an be. (40) 'Then two {men) will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 

(41) 'Two {women will be) grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. (42) 
"Watch firerefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. (43) "But know 
this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. (44) 'Therefore you also be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect {Him}. (45) 
"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, 
to give them food in due season? (46) "Blessed {is) that servant whom his master, when 
he comes, will find so doing. (47) "Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler 
over all his goods. (48) "But if that evil servant says in his heart, 'My master is delaying 
his coming,' (49) "and begins to beat {his) fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunkards, (50) "the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for 
{him) and at an hour that he is not aware of, (51) "and will cut him in two and appoint 
{him) his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Glory be to God forever Atnett. 

THE COMMENTARY 

7he Tlt id Hour Contnzentary of Wednesciuy Eve of the Iloly P(~.~cltc:, nzuy its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

?kink of our Lord's compassion, you worshippers of God, and think how He  calls His 
rhoscn people who obey His will, wise and faithful servants. Blessed is the servant whom 
when the Lord comes, finds him doing His will. His Lord shall reward him and make 
him ruler over ail His goods. But the l a r d  of that careless servant who neglects His 
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cdrnrnandments, will come in an unexpected hour and find him not ready. H e  will cut 
hiim off and punish him where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

h t  us be alert and ready and wait for the Lord's day. Let us rejoice with Him and win 
His blessings and mercy. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through Ifk suffering. 
k t  us glorify and exalt Hk Name according to His great mercy. 

SIXTH HOUR OF VVEDNESDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

From Jeremiah the prophet, may his blessitlgs be with us all. Amen 

(Jeremiah 16:9-14 NW) 

(9) For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I will cause to cease from 
tHis place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth and the voice of glad- 
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. (10) "And it shall be, when 
ydu show this people all these words, and they say to you, 'Why has the Lord pronounced 
d this great disaster against us? O r  what {is) our iniquity? Or  what {is) our sin that we 
have committed against the Lord our God?' (1 1) "then you shall say to thefn, 'Because 
your fathers have forsaken Me,' says the Lmrd; 'they have walked after other gods and 
have served them and worshiped them, and have forsaken Me and not kept My law. (12) 
'And you have done worse than your fathers, for behold, each one walks according to 
the imagination of his own evil heart, so that no one listens to Me. (13) 'Therefore I will 
cast you out of this land into a land that you do not know, neither you nor your fathers; 
and there you shall serve other gods day and night, where I will not show you favor.' (14) 
'Therefore behold, the days are coming," says the Lord, "that it shall no more be said, 
' f i e  Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt,' 

Glory be to the Holy T~lrtity, the Futher, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Psalms lO2:l-2 NKJ) Front the E~ulrzu of our teacher Duvid the 
prophet artd king, may h i s  blessings be with 

Epsalrnos to Da-veed: us c111 A ~ n e ~ t .  

Eptchoice sowtem eta epros-ev-shee: Hear my prayer, 0 ILord, And let my cry 
mare-pa-ekh-row-ou e- epshoy empek- come to You. I n  the day that I call, 
emtho: khen pi-eho-ou eti-na-owsh e- answer rne ci)eedily. Alleluia 
epshoy ou-veek enkhitf: kowlem sowtem 
etoy: Alleluia 
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10 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
ehapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist and pure disciple, 
May his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Matthew 25:l-13 NKJ) 

(1) 'Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom. (2) "Now five of them were wise, and five {were) 
foolish. (3) 'Those who {were) foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, (4) 
"but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. (5) "But while the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. (6) "And at midnight a cry was {heard:)"Be- 
hold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' (7) 'Then all those virgins arose 
and trimmed their lamps. (8) "And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us {some) of your 
dl ,  for our lamps are going out.' (9) "But the wise answered, saying, {No),' lest there 
ishould not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for your- 
selves.' (10) "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. (11) "Afterward the other 
virgins came also, saying, 'lord, Lord, open to us!' (12) "But he answered and said, 'As- 
suredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' (13) "Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The Sixth Hour Cornrnentary of Wednesday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

Oh, for all these virtues which our Lord Jesus Christ, the peace maker and the King of 
~glory,grace, blessings, taught us trough His parables: Listen and be aware and know His 
blessed parables. The parable of the wise bridemaids is compared to His Heavenly 
kingdom that is full of joy. Five were wise and five were foolish. All were virgins, but 
they differed in their deeds. He blessed the wise for their wisdom is filling their lamps 
with oil. But the foolish were lazy and did riot trim their lamps. When the bridegroom 
Fame and they all went to meet Him, the foolish ones could not go to join the bridegroom 
for their lamps went out. The wise bridemaids joined the wedding and the foolish stood 
butside. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came arid suflereci for us, that He rnay save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Narne accordirig to His great ntcrcy. 
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I NINTH HOUR OF WEDNESDAY OF HOLY 1 
1 PASCHA I 

Frrorn Hosea the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 
I 

(Hosea 9:14-10:2 NKJ) 

#(M) Give them, 0 Lord -- what will You give? Give them a miscarrying womb and dry 
brieasts. (15) "All their wickedness {is} in Gilgal, for there I hated them. Because of the 
evil of their deeds I will drive them from My house; I will love them no more. All their 
priinces {are} rebellious. (16) Ephraim is stricken, their root is dried up; they shall bear 
no fruit. Yes, were they to bear children, I would kill the beloved {fruit) of their womb." 
(17) My God will cast them away, because they did not obey Him; and they shall be 
wanderers among the nations. (Hosea 10) (1) Israel empties {his) vine; he brings forth 
fruit for himself. According to the multitude of his fruit he has increased the altars; Ac- 
cording to the bounty of his land they have embellished {his) sacred pillars. (2) Their 
heart is divided; now they are held guilty. He will break down their altars; he will ruin 
thpir sacred pillars. 

G h y  be to the Hob Trinity, the Father, Sort urzd Holy Spirit. 

Psalms 22:20-21 NKJ) Fronz the Psalnzs of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may hk blessings be with 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Nbhem enta-ep-si-shee evol entotss en- Deliver Me from the sword, My precious 
etseffi: nem ta-met- sheeri emmavats {life} from the power of the dog. Save 
eviol entotf en-ou-hor: nahmet evol-khen Me from the lion's mouth And from the 
rauf en- ou-mo-ee: ou-woh pa-the-vey- horns of the  wild oxen! You have 
you evol-ha pi-tap ente na-pi-tap en- ou- answered Me. Alleluia. 
OM: Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity und rnercy on us U I Z ~  m a k ~  IIS wotflty to listell to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mutthew the Evatlgelist atldpure diiciple, 
muy his blessings be with la all. Amen 

(Matthew 2399-36 NKJ) 

(2P) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the 
prtophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, (30) "and say, 'If we had lived in 
thie days of our fathers, we would not have heen partakers with them in the blood of the 
ptophets.' (31) 'Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets. (32) "Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' {guilt). 
(33) "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? (34) 
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'Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: {some) of them you will 
kill and crucify, and {some) of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute 
from city to city, (35) "that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom 
you murdered between the temple and the altar. (36) "Assuredly, I say to you, all these 
things will come upon this generation. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The Ninth Hour Commentary of Wednesday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with W all. Amen 

Oh, for these sad descriptions with which Jesus described the hypocrite Pharisees, those 
who killed the prophets and others who built the graves for them. Those Pharisees, the 
sepants and vipers, who will not escape the punishment of hell, will pay every innocent 
blood they shed on earth, from the time of Abel, to the time of Zakariah whom they 
killed between the Altar and the Sanctuary. All troubles and catastrophies will come on 
this Generation for they had one wicked council to kill the Son of God. Therefore, God 
scattered them all over the world and their enemies had dominion over them. Their in- 
heritance were given to others and their homes became desolate. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us glorijj and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

1 

ELEVENTH HOUR OF VVEDNESDAY EVE OF 
HOLY PASCHA 

X 

From the Book of W~~do in  of Solomon the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

CWiSDOM OF SOLOMON 7:24-30) 

24 for wisdom is more mobile than any motion; because of her pureness she pervades 
and penetrates all things. 25 For she is a breath of the power of God, and a pure emana- 
tion of the glory of the almighty; therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her. 26 
For she is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an 
image of his goodness. 27 Though she is but one, she can do all things, and while remain- 
ing in herself, she renews all things; in every generation she passes into holy souls and 
makes them friends of God, and prophets; 28 for God loves nothing so much as the man 
who lives with wisdom 29 For she more beautiful than the sun, and excels every constel- 
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lation of the stars. Compared with the light she is found to be superior, 30 for it is suc- 
ceedded by the night, but against wisdom evil does not prevail. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Psalms 57:l NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may hk  blessings be with 

Epsabnos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Nuy-nee ef-nouti ou-owh nuy-nee: je Be merciful to me, 0 God, be merciful to 
aska-eh-tees erok enje ta- epse-shee: te- me! For my soul trusts in You; And in the 
na-er-helpis kha etkhee-ve ente nek- shadow of Your wings I will make my 
tenh: sha-tes- e-nee enje te-ano-ma: refuge, Until {these} calamities have 
Aleluia passed by. Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Evangelist and pure dkciple, may 
h% blessings be with us all. Amen 

(John 1155-57 NKJ) 

(55) And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to 
Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves. (56) Then they sought Jesus, and 
spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, "What do you think -- that H e  will 
not cdlne t o  the feast?" (57) Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report {it}, that they might 
seize Him. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

fie Eleventh Hour Commentary of Wednesday Eve' of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings 
be with UY all. Arnerz 

It was the custom of the Jews as tile Passover approaches, that everyone goes to 
Jarusaleln to observe the feast, when they did not find Jesus in the temple, they said to 
one another: Is He not coming to the feast. The chief priest, scribes, and pharisees had 
evil hypocritic thoughts for they have sought how they might arrest him. Woe for this 
ignorance of those wicked people for they had made a trap for the Mighty Lord. There- 
fore, they will be chained and dragged to hell for their eternal punishment. 

RESPONSE: 

Ch+t our Suviour, came and suflered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us glortjy and d t  Hk Name accordirzg to His great mercy. 
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Wednesday of the Holy Pascha 

The Happenings and Readings 

Our Saviour spent this day in the house of Bethanyy after He left the temple on Tuesday night intending 
not to return to it. This is after He said to the Jews - "Your house is left to you desolate, for I say to you, 
you shall see Me no more till you say, "blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord" (Matthew 23: 38- 
39). 

From our examination of the four Gospels we deduce the happenings of this day : 

- The Gospel of St Matthew (236.13) and Saint Mark (143-9) remind us of the pouring of the ointment 
bottle on the head of our Saviour .... this is separate from Mary, the sister of Lazarus, who poured the oint- 
ment (on saturday) on the Lord's feet and wiped them with the hair of her head (John 12:l-9). 

- The second incident of the day is mentioned by the four evangelists. It is the betrayal of Judas lscariot and 
his dealing with the chief priests and soldiers' leaders on the price of handing over the Saviour (Matthew 
16:14, Mark 1410-11, Luke 123-6, and John 13:l-3). 

The readings of this day concentrate on these two happenings : the woman pouring the ointment in the 
house of Simon the leper and the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, the disciple. 

1 - Wednesday morning - leads up to the betrayal which was to happen, and how the chief priests and 
Pharisees counciled and plotted against the Lord (John 11:46). 

2 - In the Third; Sixth, and Ninth Hour, the readings clarified the betrayers betrayal and reminded him of 
the'womai pouring the fragrance on Saturday, and how Judas was complaining about her, and then the 
othcr woman who poured the fragrance on this day. 

3 - The Eleventh Hour shows that in it the Lord declared the start of His glorification and that He would 
cast out the ruler of this world. 

As for the Nightly Hours, they also revolve around this - the story of the shameful betrayal of our saviour 
while being in the midst of His beloved .,. the Spirit desired to compare this harsh happening with the story 
of the woman who poured the fragrance on the Lord's head while he was dining, and how He was happy 
with her despite the Passion of His Soul. Today we learn that Ciod does not leave Himself without witness, 
but is always present among us. Who can bandage the Lord's wounds except with this soft love which the 
tord praised and assured that wherever this Gospel is preached in the whole world, it will be reported what 
the woman did as a memory to her (Matthew 26:13). 

And now - let us take a quick journcy through todays rcadings :- 

Morning Prayer of Wednesday: 

The first prophecy of this morning is from the book of Exodus of Moses the prophet (Exodus 17:l-7) : 
"Therefore the people contended with Moses and said : Give us water, that we may drink. And Moses said 
to them : Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord? So he called the name of the place 
Massah (tempted) and Meribah (contention) because of the contention of the children of Israel, and be- 
cause they tempted the Lord saying 'is this the Lord among us or not"'. 

This is the beginning my friends ... Is the Lord amongst us or not? ... The beginning of sin is to tempt the 
Lord and to lack confidence of His presence. 

For this we find the Gospel from John (11%) talks about the mceting oC the chief priests and pharisees 
and their plot to take Jesus captive ... the same fault or sin ... is the Lord amongst us or not? If they, the 
murderers who laid the hands on thc Lord, knew that the Lord is among them they would not have come 
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tothis great evil ... Is this the Lord's worth to you 0 Judas? Thirty pieces of silver? Have you not heard the 
second prophecy of Solomon the wise : "wisdom is better than treasures of gold and silver" (Proverbs 3:s- 
14). Surely you've tried Him in your heart - but when the devil entered you - and said He is not my God - 
and thirty pieces of silver is more preferable than Him .... 

.,..The fvst lesson this day my brothcrs is: Have faith that He is your God despite that on the Cross He is 
im~ageless and without beauty and you look at Him, pictureless, and you desire Him (Isaiah 53:2). He is 
our God, we have no hesitation about Him ever and will not tempt Him. We know that He is among us, 
never to deny Him or betray Him in every generation. 

The thlrd hour prayer of wednesday 

1 - The first prophecy is from the book of Exodus (1317-22) : "... when Pharoah had let the peoplc go, that 
Gbd did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines ... so God led the people around by way of the 
wilderness of the Red Sea ... and the b r d  went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire" - the story of the passover of the Isralites - is continued by the readings of the 6th 
hour (in the first prophecy) : "And the angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them. So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel" (Exodus 1419-20). 

God greatly cares for His people and walks before them to shepherd them ... and when the enemy comes 
frcim behind, He stands behind them entering between them and their enemies forming a separation so that 
His people do not fall in the hands of the enemy. 

As for you O person (Judas) you have entered between your Saviour and the chief priests and soldiers 
not to bring peace but to hand over the Lord and betray His covenant. 

2 - The second prophecy is from Jesus the son of Sirach (22:7- 18): "He who tells a story to a fool tells i t  to 
a drowsy man .... but the lilc of the fool is worse than his death". 

Dois not this verse remind us of the Lord's saying of betraying disciple "It would have bcen good for that 
man if he had never been born" (Mark 14:21). 

3 - The third prophecy is from Job 27:16-20 : '"Though he heaps up silver like dust, and piles up gold like 
clay, he may pile it up, but the just will wear it, and the innoccn~ will divide the silver. He builds his house 
like a moth, like a booth which a watchnlan makcs." 

4 -The fourth prophecy is from Proverbs 4:4-27; 5:4; ''Keep your heart wit h all diligence, for out of it springs 
the issue of life. Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and put prevcrse lips far from you." 

The conclusion of the 3rd hour prophccics reveals to us, from Solomon the wise, the origin of the bad 
habit - the unpure heart which gathers iniquity. This prophecy con~plctcly agress, in clarification, with the 
Psalm and Gospel of this hour: "And il he comes to scc me. Ilc speaks vain words, his heart gathers iniq- 
uityto itself' (Psalm 41:6,1) and "then Satan cntcrcd Judas - in his heart - w h o  was surnamed Iscariot" (Luke 
221-6). 

Slkth Hour Prayer of Wednesday 

The Psalm of this hour is clcar c~mcerning thc jdot apinst the l.ord : "For lhcy llave consulted together 
witlh one consent, they forni a confcderacy against you" (Psalm 835). 

As for the Gospel of this hour, it was placed for tl~cjndgcment of the betrayer and for reminding the faith- 
fulof his evil nature and that his betrayal was unintended, but it  was through his corrupt nature which lovec 
evil ... A happeningwhich occured from days (Saturday) is mentionctl I l v  the Spirit for us on this day (Wed- 
nesday); the day on which the disciple will he judgcd ... "I hcrl one of l ~ i z  disciples, Judar Iscariot, Simon's 
soh, who would betray Him, said "Why was this frap~ant oil riot sold for three lluntlrcd denarii and given to 
tha poor? This he said, not that lic cared for the poor, but Ivxause he was a thief, and had the money box, 
and he used to take what was put in it" (John 12:l-8). 
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I The same Gospel's reading is repeated in the 3rd hour of the nightly hours (Thursday eve) so that we al- 
ways remember and never be amazed that this disciple handed over his Lord and betrayed Him ... he opened 
his heart to evil from the beginning and betrayed the covenant and stole the box ... whoever sins in one has 
lsinaed in all ... do not be careless concerning sin no matter how small it is. It is yeast in the heart which 
ends with the betrayal of the Lord and denial of faith as a whole ... may the Lord keep and protect us from 
rsuch fate. 

The Nlnth Hour : 

1 - The fust prophecy is from the book of Genesis 241-9 and relates to us the story of Isaac's marriage and 
how Abraham sent his servant to choose a wife for Isaac his son from his land and his people: "do not take 
a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, but you shall go to my country 
md to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac." 

Probably the Spirit, through this prophecy, desired to remind us (the Church) that we are from there 
Chence the Groom comes to betroth us, His bride ... our Christ the Groom started the journey of His glory 
h d  came to betroth us, His bride ... then who are we? ... I hear His voice talking to the Father concerning 
hs, His Church and bride : "I have given them Your Word, and the world has hated them because they are 
hot of the world, just as I am not of the worldu (Johu 17:14). 

i? - The second prophecy is from Solomon's proverbs 1:10-33 continues our discussion on Judas and warns 
us from joining him : "My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent, if they say come with us, let us lie in 
kait to shed blood, do not answer them." 

3 - Zechariah the prophet (11:ll-14) comes to us with an amazingly clear prophecy : "If it is agreeable to 
you, give me my wages, and if not, refrain. So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver." 

The Psalm (41:5,6,7) says : "My enemies speak evil of me, against me they devise my hurt, and if he comes 
to see me, he speaks vain words." 

~ k d  the Gospel of this hour is from our teacher Matthew (26:3- 16) and reminds us of all the happenings 
6f the day and truthifies thc prophecy of the Psalm: "and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him" 
(Matthew 26:4) and "what are you willing to give me if 1 deliver Him to you? And they counted out to him 
dhuty pieces of silver. So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him" (Matthew 26:15-16). 

As for the woman who poured the ointment on the Lord's head, she is the joyful witnessing soul to the 
h r d  to mend His broken heart from the disciples betrayal. 

Give me 0 Lord many fountains of tears as you previously gave the sinner woman and make me worthy 
t~ wet your feet which have saved me from the route of straying and to present before You pure aromatic 
ointment .... Amen. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

I MORNING HOUR OF WENESDAY OF HOLY 11 
1 PASCHA . 

From the book of fiudrcs of Moses the yrupltet, may his blessitzgs be with us all. Arnerz 

(Exodus 17:1-7 NKJ) 

(1) Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the 
Wilderness of Sin, according to  the commandment of the I m d ,  and camped in 
Reyliidirn; but {there was) no water for the people to drink. (2) Therefore the people 
contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we may drink." And Moses said to 
them, "Why do  you contend with me? Why do  you tempt the Lord?" (3) And the people 
thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, "Why {is) 
it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 
thirst?" (4) So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "What shall I d o  with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me!" ( 5 )  And the Lord said to Moses, "Go on  before the 
people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod 
w ~ i ~ h  which you struck the river, and go. (h) "Ilellold, I will stand before you there on the 
rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people 
may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. (7) So he called the 
name of the place Massah and Meribah, hecause of  the contention of the clildren of Is- 
rael, and because they tempted the L ~ r d ,  saying, "Is the Lord anlong us or not?" 

(5) Trust in tlic I n ~ r d  with all your hc;lrt, ant1 lea11 11ot or1 your owl1 uiidersta~lding; (6) 
in all your ways acknowledge I lim, a r~d  1 le shall direct your patlls. (7) Do not he wise in 
your owl1 eyes; fear the Lmrd ancl depart fro111 evil. (S) It will he Iiealth to your flesh, and 
strength toyour bones. (9) I-lonor the Imrcl with your possessions, and with the firstfruits 
of all your increase; (10) so your I)al-ns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will over- 
flow with new wine. (1 1) My son, do  not despise the chastening of the I ~ r d ,  nor detest 
His correction; (12) for who111 tllc Lord loves Ilc corrects, just as a father the son { in  
whom) he delights. (13) I-laj~py {is) the rnan {wlio} finds wisdom, and the man {who) 
ghins understanding; (14) for her yrocceds {are)  hettcr than the profits of silver, and 
her gain tllan fine gold. 
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I 

I Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Hosea the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

I (Hosea 513-6:3 NKJ) 

(13) "When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah {saw) his wound, then Ephraim went 
to Assyria and sent to King Jareb; yet he cannot cure you, nor heal you of your wound. 
(14) For I {will be) like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah. 
I, {even) I, will tear {them) and go away; I will take {them) away, and no one shall res- 
cue. (15) I will return again to My place till they acknowledge their offense. Then they 
will seek My face; in their affliction they will diligently seek Me." (Hosea 6) (1) Come, 
and let us return to the Lord; for He  has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but 
He will bind us up. (2) After two days H e  will revive us; on the third day He will raise 
us up, that we may live in His sight. (3) Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of the 
Lord. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, like 
the latter {and) former rain to the earth. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Jesus, Son of Sirach the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(JESUS SON OF SIRACH 1:14-4:30) 

14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; she is created with the faithful in the 
womb. 19 He saw her and apportioned her; he rained down knowledge and discerning 
comprehension, and he exalted the glory of those who held her fast. 22 Unrighteous 
anger cannot be justified, for man's anger tips the scale to his ruin. 23 A patient man 
will endure until the right moment, 24 He  will hide his words until the right moment, 
and the lips of many will tell of his good sense. 25 In the treasuries of wisdom are wise 
saying, but godliness is an abomination to a sinner. 26 If you desire wisdom, keep the 
commandments, and the Lord will supply it for you.28 Do not disobey the fear of the 
Lord;do not approach him with a divided mind. and keep watch over your lips. 30 Do 
not exalt yourself lest you fall, and thus bring dishonor upon yourself. The Lord will 
reveal your secrets 1 My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, prepare yourself 
for temptation .5 For gold is tested in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of 
humiliation. 6 Trust in him, and he will help you; make your ways straight, and hope in 
him. 7 You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; and turn not aside, lest you fall. 10 
Consider the ancient generations and see: who ever trusted in the Lord and was put to 
shame? Or who ever persevered in the fear of the Lord and was forsaken?Or who ever 
called upon him and was overlooked?l2 Woe to timid hearts and to slack hands, and to 
the sinner who walks along two ways! 14 Woe to you who have lost your endurance! 
What will you do when the Lord punishes you? 15 Those who fear the Lord will not dis- 
obey his words, and those who lova.hih will keep his ways. 12 0 son, help your father 
in his old age, 17 My son, perform your tasks in meekness. 24 For their hasty judgment 
has led many astray, and wrong opinion has caused their thoughts to slip. and whoever 
loves danger will perish by it. 27 A stubborn mind will be burdened by troubles, and the 
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sinner will heap sin upon sin. 28 The affliction of the proud has no healing, for a plant 
of wickedness has taken root in him. 29 The mind of the intelligent man will ponder a 
parable, and an attentive ear is the wise man's desire. 30 Water extinguishes a blazing 
fire: so alm giving atones for sin. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

A HOMILY 

A Homily of our father Saint Abba Shenouda the Archmandrite, may hk holy blessings 
be lwith us all. Amen. 

I say this statement and stick to it. D o  not emagine that after the separation of the straw 
from the wheat or  the sinners from the good people, that the sinners will find comfort, 
and this is in accordance with the witness of the holy books. As for the angels and arch- 
angels, as well as the saints, they will all keep silent and the judgement of God will be 
final when H e  separates the good from the bad and throws the sinners into hell. Does 
Gad need anyone to consult or ask? What can God forget, to need someone to answer 
Him or enquire of Him about anything, execpt this statement which is uttered by all of 
us, as with one mouth 'Oh the Judge of right, all Your judgements are fair, You are the 
One who gives everyone according to his deeds and it is not for us to remind You of this 
because You are merciful'. 

Let us conclude the Hontilj of ourfather Saint Ahba Shenouda the Archmandrite who has 
enlightened our minh  and the eyes of our hemts, in the nume of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, One God, Amen. 

Psalms 51:4,33:10 NKJ) Front the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be with 

Epsalntos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Hopous entek-my khen nek-saji: ou-woh That You may be found just when You 
ente etsh-ro ek-nuyhap: eptchoice na- speak, { A n d )  blameless when You 
ger ni-so-etche-ni ente ni-ethos evol: judge. The Lord brings the counsel of the 
ou-woh efna- shoshf enni-mok-mek ente nations to nothing; H e  makes the plans 
ham-laos: Alleluia. of the peoples of no effect. Alleluia. 

0 h r d  have pity and mercy on 1 4 s  and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfront the Holy Gospel according to Saint Joltrl the Evangelist andpure dkciple, nzay 
his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(John 11 :46-57 NKJ) 

(46) But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did. 
(47) Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall 
weldo? For this Man works many signs. (48) "If we let Him alone like this, everyone will 
bellieve in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place an& nation." 
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I (49) And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, 'You know 
nothing at all, (50) "nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should 
die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish." (51) Now this he did 
not say on his own {authority;) but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
would die for the nation, (52) and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather 
together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad. (53) Then from that day 
on they plotted to put Him to death. (54) Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly 

ong the Jews, but went from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called 
Ephraim, and there remained with His disciples. (55) And the Passover of the Jews was 
near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify 
themselves. (56) Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in 
the temple, "What do you think -- that He will not come to the feast?'(57) Now both 
the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He 
was, he should report {it), that they might seize Him. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The First Hour Commentary of Wednesday of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be with 
us all. Amen 

The Pharisees gathered and told one anther: "What are we going to do now? This man 
performed many miracles. If we leave Him, the Romans will take over." Caiphas, the 
Chief Priest of the Jews said, "It is better if one man dies on behalf of the nation." Then 
Jesus went with His disciples to a village and stayed there. The time of the Passover 
Feast was near. At that time the Pharisees decided to kill Jesus. This was to fulfil1 the 
prophecy of Isaiah which meant that everyone knows his owner, even the animals but 
Israel did not realise that Jesus is their Creator. That is why they will be punished eter- 
nally in Hades. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through Hk suffering. 
Let us glorifi and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

L, 

THIRD HOUR OF W7ENESDAY OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

II 

From the book of Exodus of Moses the prophet, may his blessings he with us all. Amen 
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(Exodus 13:17-22 NKJ) 

(17) Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead 
them {by) way of the land of the Philistines, although that {was) near; for God said, 
"Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt." 
(18) So God led the people around {by) way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the 
children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. (19) And Moses took 
thtt bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, 
saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here with you." 
(20) So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge of the 
<wilderness. (21) And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the 
wap, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. (22) 
He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night {from) before 
the people. 

Gloty be to the Holy Trinity, the Father) Sort and Holy Spirit. 
also 
From Jesus) Son of Sirach the prophet, may his blessings be with us ull. Amen 

(JESUS SON OF SIRACH 22:7-18) 

7 He who teaches a fool is like one who glues potsherds together, or who rouses a sleeper 
fram deep slumber. 8 He who tells a story to a fool tells it to a drowsy man; and at the 
end he will say, "What is it?" 11 Weep for the dead, for he lacks the light; and weep for 
the fool, for he lacks intelligence; weep less bitterly for the dead, for he has attained rest; 
but the life of the fool is worse than death. 12 Mourning for the dead lasts seven days, 
but for a fool or an ungodly man it lasts all his life. 13 Do not talk much with a foolish 
man and do not visit an unintelligent man; guard yourself from him to escape trouble, 
and you will not be soiled when he shakes himself off; avoid him and you will find rest, 
and you will never be wearied by his madness. 14 What is heavier than lead? And what 
is itts name except "Fool"? 15 Sand, salt, and a piece of iron are easier to bear than a 
stu~pid man. 16 A wooden beam firmly bonded into a building will not be torn loose by 
an earthquake; so the mind firmly fixed on a reasonable counsel will not be afraid in a 
crisis. 17 A mind settled on an intelligent thought is like the stucco decoration on the 
wall of a colo~inade. 18 Fences set on a high place will not stand firm against the wind; - 
so a tinlid heart with a fool's purpose will not stand firm against any fear. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son arzd Holy S ~ ~ i r i t .  
alto 

f l n ~ ~ r t  Job the prophet, rmy his 6le.~sing.s 6e with us all. A ntcrt 

(Job 27:16-28:l N K.1) 

(16) 'lhough he heaps up silver like dust, and piles up clothing like clay -- ( 17) he may 
pile {it) up, but the just will wear {i t) ,  and the inl~ocent will divide the silver. (18) He 
builds his house like a moth, like a booth {which} a watchman makes. (l9)The rich man 
will lie down, hut not he gathered {up;) he opens his eyes, and he {is) no more. (20) 

.TcIrrors ove~~ake  him like a flood; a tempest steals him away i n  the night. (21)The east 
-2 : 

/ 
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him and does not spare; he flees desperately from its power. (23) {Men) shall clap their 
hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place. (Job 28) (1) "Surely there is a mine for 
silver, and a place {where) gold is refined. 

Cloy be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
d o  
From the Book of Proverbs of Solonton the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Proverbs 4:4-54 NKJ) 

(4) He also taught me, and said to me: "Let your heart retain my words; keep my com- 
mands, and live. (5) Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from 
the words of my mouth. (6) Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; love her, and 
she will keep you. (7) Wisdom {is) the principal thing; {therefore) get wisdom. And in 
all your getting, get understanding. (8) Exalt her, and she will promote you; she will bring 
you honor, when you embrace her. (9) She will place on your head an ornament of grace; 
a crown of glory she will deliver to you." (10) Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, and 
the years of your life will be many. (1 1) I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have 
led you in right paths. (12) When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, and when 
you run, you will not stumble. (13) Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; keep her, 
for she {is) your life. (14) Do  not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the 
way of evil. (15) Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn away from it and pass on. (16) For they 
do n ~ t  sleep unless they have done evil; and their sleep is taken away unless they make 
{someone) fall. (17) For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of 
violence. (18) But the path of the just {is) like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter 
unto the perfect day. (19) The way of the wicked {is) like darkness; 'They do not know 
what makes them stumble. (20) My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to 
my sayings. (21) Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your 
heart; (22) For they {are) life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh. (23) 
Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it {spring) the issues of life. (24) Put away 
from you a deceitful mouth, and put perverse lips far from you. (25) Let your eyes look 
straight ahead, and your eyelids look right before you. (26) Ponder the path of your feet, 
and let all your ways be established. (27) Do not turn to the right or the left; remove 
your foot from evil. (Proverbs 5) (1) My son, pay attention to my wisdom; lend your ear 
to my understanding, (2) that you may preserve discretion, and {that) your lips may keep 
knowledge. (3) For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, and her mouth {is) 
smoother than oil; (4) but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged 
sword. 

Glory be to the Holy Trirtity, the Father, Sort urzd Ho(y Spirit. 
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(Psalms 41:6,1 NKJ) From the Psalms of our teacher David the 

prophet and king; may hh blessings be with 
Epsalmos to Da-veed us all Amen. 

Naf-ni-you ekhoun pe enav naf-saji en- And if he comes to see {me), he speaks 
ou-metef-li-you: ou-woh pef-heet af- vain {words;) His heart gathers iniquity 
thow-oot i  na f -enou-anomi -ya :  to itself; {When) he goes out, he tells 
ow-ou-ni-yatf em-fi-eth- nakati ejen ou- {it). Blessed {is) he who considers the 
heeki nem ou-gowb: khen pi-eho-ou et- poor; The Lord will deliver him in time 
how-ou ef-e- nahmefenje eptchoice: of trouble. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 

0 h r - d  have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to lkten to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chqpter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Evangelist and pure disciple, 
may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Luke 22:l-6 NKJ) 

(1) Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover. (2) And 
the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the 
people. (3) Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among 
the twelve. (4) So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and captains, how 
he might bekay Him to them. (5) And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 
(6) Then he promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of 
the multitude. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

me Third Hour Comrnerttary of Wednesdlzy of the Holy Pascha, rnay its blessings be with 
us all. Anten 

At tl feast of the unleavened bread which is the Passover of the Jews, the scribes and the 
chief priests wanted to arrest Jesus and they did not know Him, because they feared the 
muiltitude. But Satan had a place in Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, who 
betrayed Jesus and delivered Him to the chief priests. They were very happy and paid 
hinh thirty pieces of silver. 

RESPONSE: 

Cltrlst our Saviour, curtte and suflered for us, tlzcit HP m(zy save 11s  tlzroz~gI~ His ~uffering. 
Let us glorifl and waft Ifis Nume accordir~g to His grrut nwrcy. 
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1 SIXTH HOUR OF WEDNESDAY OF HOLY 1 
I PASCHA 1 

II 

From the Book of Exodus of Moses the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen. 

(Exodus 14:13-151 N U )  

(13) And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation 
of the Lord, which H e  will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see 
today, you shall see again no more forever. (14) "The Lord will fight for you, and you 
shall hold your peace." (15) And the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell 
the children of Israel to go forward. (16) "But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand 
over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry {ground) through 
the midst of the sea. (17) "And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they 
shall follow them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. (18) 'Then the Egyptians shall know that I {am} the Lord, when I 
have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen." (19) And 
the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; 
and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. (20) So it came 
betyeen the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and dark- 
ness {to the one), and it gave light by night {to the other), so that the one did not come 
near the other all that riight. (21) Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and 
the Lord caused the sea to go {back) by a strong east wind all that night, and made the 
sea into dry {land), and the waters were divided. (22) So the children of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea on the dry {ground), and the waters {were) a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left. (23) And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into 
the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. (24) Now it 
came to pass, in the morning watch, that the Lord looked down upon the army of the 
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyp- 
tians. (25) And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficul- 
ty; and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord fights for 
them against the Egyptians." (26) Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand 
over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and 
on their horsemen." (27) And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the 
morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing 
into it. So the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. (28) Then the waters 
returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, {and) all the army of Pharaoh that 
came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. (29) But the children 
of Israel had walked on dry {land) in the midst of  the sea, and the waters {were} a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their left. (30) So the Lord saved Israel that day out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. (31) 
Thus Israel saw the great work which the Lord had done in Egypt; so the people feated 
the Lord, and believed the LDrd and His servant Moses. (Exodus 15) (1) Then Moses 
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and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and spoke, saying: "I will sing to the 
Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the 
sea! 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
aim 
Frbnz Isaiah the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Isaiah 48:l-6 NKJ) 

(1) "Hear this, 0 house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel, and have come 
fo$th from the wellsprings of Judah; who swear by the name of the Lord, and make men- 
tioh of the God of Israel, {but) not in truth or in righteousness; (2) for they call them- 
selves after the hory city, and lean on the God of Israel; the Lord of hosts {is) His name: 
(3) "I have declared the former things from the beginning; they went forth from My 
mouth, and I caused them to hear it. Suddenly I did {them), and they came to pass. (4) 
Because I knew that you {were} obstinate, and your neck {was) an iron sinew, and your 
brow bronze, ( 5 )  even from the beginning I have declared {it) to you; before it came to 
pass I proclaimed {it) to you, lest you should say, 'My idol has done them, and my carved 
image and my molded image have commanded them.' (6) "You have heard; see all this. 
and will you not declare {it)? I have made you hear new things from this time, even hid- 
den things, and you did not know them. 

Glory be to 8te Holy Trinity, the Futher, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
Frbm Jesus, Son of Sirach theprophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(JESUS SON OF SIRACH 237-14) 

7 Listen, my children, to instruction concerning speech; the one who observes it will 
never be caught. 8The sinner is overtaken through his lips, the reviler and the arrogant 
are tripped by them, 9 Do not accustom your mouth to oaths, and do not habitually utter 
the name of the Holy One; 10 for as a servant who is continually examined under tor- 
tune will not lack bruises, so also the man who always swears and utters the Name will 
not be cleansed from sin. 11 A man who swears many oaths will be filled with iniquity, 
and the scourge will not leave his house; if he offends, his sin remains on him, and if he 
disiregards it, he sins doubly; if he has sworn needlessly, he will not be justified, for his 
house will be filled with calamities.12 There is an utterance which is comparable to 
debtfi; may it never be found in the inheritance of Jacob!For all these errors will be far 
from the godly, and they will not wallow in  sins. 13 Do not accustom your mouth to lewd 
vulgarity, for it involves sinful speech. 14 Remember your father and mother when you 
sit among great men; lest you be forgetful in their presence, and be deemed a fool on 
aceount of your habits; then you will wish that you had never been born, and you will 
curse the day of your birth. 

Gbry be to the Holy Trinity, the Futher, Son cind Holy Spirit. 
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(Psalms 8333 N U )  

Epsalmos to Da-veed. 

From the Psalms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king may his blessings be with 
us all Amen. 

Hep-pe yes nek-gaji av-owsh evol: ou- For behold, Your enemies make a 
woh ni-ethmosti emmok av- etshisi tumult; And those who hate You have 
entou-afee: av-so-etch-ni evsop khen ou- lifted up their head. For they have con- 
heet en-ou-oot: av-semni en-ou-zia-thiki sulted together with one {consent); They 
kharok: Alleluia. form a confederacy against You: 

Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfiom the Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Evangelist andpure disciple, may 
his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(John 12:l-8 NK J) 

(l) Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who 
bad been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. (2) There they made Him a supper; 
iand Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. (3) Then 
Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 
His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. (4) Then 
bne of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's {son), who would betray Him, said, ( 5 )  "Why 
was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" (6) This 
he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money 
box; and he used to take what was put in it. (7) Then Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has 
kept this for the day of My burial. (8) "For the poor you have with you always, but Me 
you do not have always." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

h e  Sirlh Hour Commentary of Wednesday Eve of the Holy Pmcha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

Jesus came to Bethany six days before the Passover feast, where Mary and Martha and 
tiheir brother Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead, made Him a big feast. 
W i l e  Martha was serving; Mary poured a precious perfume, and anointed Jesus' feet 
&nd wiped them with her hair. Judas became very angry and said with wickedness and 
lhypocirsy that they could have sold this fragrance for three hundred Dinares and gave 
dt to the poor. He said that, not because he loved the poor, but because he stole from 
tUle treasury. 
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Jesus said not to bother her because she had done a good deed, referring to His burial, 
arid that the poor people are with them all the time, but His presence in the flesh will 
not last. 

L&t us bow down and pray with tears asking for forgiveness. 

RESPONSE: 

Chrirt our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
L.& us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

I NINTH HOUR OF WEDNESDAY OF HOLY 

From the Book of Genesis of Moses the prophet, nzay his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Genesis 241-9 NKJ) 

(1) Now Abraham was old, well-advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed AbraRam in 
a 1  tbngs. (2) So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that 
ha had, "Please, put your hand under my thigh, (3) "and I will make you swear by the 
b r d ,  the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; (4) "but you shall go to 
my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac." (5) And the servant said 
to him, "Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take 
yotur son back to the land from which you came?" (6) But Abraham said to him, "Beware 
that you do not take my son back there. (7) 'The Lord God of heaven, who took me from 
my father's house and from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to 
me, saying, 'To your descendants I give this land,' He will send His angel before you, 
anid you shall take a wife for my son from there. (8) "And if the woman is not willing to 
follow you, then you will be released from this oath; only do not take my son back there." 
(9) So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraharn his master, and swore to him 
concerning this matter. 

Gbry he to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spitit. 
at30 
Front the Book of Numbers of Moses the prophet, nzay his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Numbers 20:l-13 NKJ) 

(1)Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the Wilderness of Zin 
in the first month, and the people stayed in  Kadesh; and Miriam died there and was 
buried there. (2) Now there was no water for the congregation; so they gathered together 
agiinst Moses and Aaron. (3) And the yeoylc contended with Moses and spoke, saying: 
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"If only we had died when our brethren died before the Lord! (4) "Why have you brought 
bp the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness, that we and our animals should die 
here? ( 5 )  "And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? 
It {is} not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; nor {is} there any water to 
drink." (6) So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting, and they fell on their faces. And the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared to them. (7) Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, (8) 'Take the rod; you and 
your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, 
and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give 
drink to the congregation and their animals." (9) So Moses took the rod from before the 
Lord as He commanded him. (10) And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation 
together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring 
water for you out of this rock?" (1 1) Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice 
iwith his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation add their animals 
drank. (12) Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, 
to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this con- 
lgregation into the land which I have given them." (13) This {was) the water of Meribah, 
because the children of Israel contended with the Lord, and He was hallowed among 
them. 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
nlso 
From the Book of Proverbs of Solomon the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Proverbs 1:1033 NKJ) 

(10) My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. (1 1) If they say, "Come with us, let us 
lie in wait to {shed) blood; Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause; (12) let 
bs swallow them alive like Sheol, and whole, like those who go down to the Pit; (13) we 
shall find all {kinds) of precious possessions, we shall fill our houses with spoil; (14) cast 
in your lot among us, let us all have one purse" -- (15) my son, do not walk in the way 
with them, keep your foot from their path; (16) for their feet run to evil, and they make 
haste to shed blood. (17) Surely, in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird; (18) 
but they lie in wait for their {own) blood, They lurk secretly for their {own) lives. (19) 
Ic;o {are) the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes away the life of its owners. 
(20) Wisdom calls aloud outside; she raises her voice in the open squares. (21) She cries 
but in the chief concourses, at the openings of the gates in the city she speaks her words: 
(22) "How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge. (W) Turn at my reproof; Surely I will pour out my 
kpirit on you; I will make my words known to you. (24) Because I have called and you 
tefused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, (25) because you disdained 
h11 my counsel, and would have none of my reproof, (26) I alsowill laugh at your calamity; 
b will mock when your terror comes, (27) when your terror comes like a storm, and your 
destruction comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. (28) 
'Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but they 
will not find me. (29) Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord, (30) they would have none of my counsel {and) despised all my reproof, (31) there- 
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fdre they shall eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled to the full with their own fan- 
cies. (32) For the turning away of the simple will slay them, and the complacency of fools 
will destroy them; (33) but whoever listens to me will dwell safely, and will be secure, 
without fear of evil." 

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
also 
Fmm Isaiah the prophet, may hk blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Isaiah 59:l-17 NKJ) 

(1) Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear. (2) But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins 
have hidden {His) face from you, so that He will not hear. (3) For your hands are defiled 
wiith blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue has 
muttered perversity. (4) No one calls for justice, nor does {any) plead for truth. they 
trust in empty words and speak lies; they conceive evil and bring forth iniquity. ( 5 )  They 
hetch vipers' eggs and weave the spider's web; he who eats of their eggs dies, and {from) 
that which is crushed a viper breaks out. (6) Their webs will not become garments, nor 
will they cover themselves with their works; their works {are) works of iniquity, and the 
act of violence {is) in their hands. (7) Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed 
irlhocent blood; their thoughts {are) thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction {are) 
in their paths. (8) The way of peace they have not known, and {there is) no justice in 
theirwaysfthey have made themselves crooked paths; whoever takes that way shall not 
h a w  peace. (9) Therefore justice is far from us, nor does righteousness overtake us; we 
look for light, but there is darkness! For brightness, {but) we walk in blackness! (10) 
WE grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if {we had) no eyes; we stumble 
at noonday as at twilight; {we are) as dead {men) in desolate places. (1 1) We all growl 
like bears, and moan sadly like doves; we look for justice, but {there is) none; for sal- 
vation, {but) it is far from us. (12) For our transgressions are multiplied before You, 
anid our sins testify against us; for our transgressions {are) with us, and {as for) our in- 
iquities, we know fhem: (13) in transgressing and lying against the Lord, and departing 
from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart 
words of falsehood. (14) Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off; for 
tmth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. (15) So truth fails, and he {who) 
dqparts from evil makes himself a prey. Then the Lord saw {it), and it displeased Him 
that {there was) no justice. (16) He  saw that {there was) no man, and wondered that 
(there was) no intercessor; therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; and His 
o* righteousness, it sustained Him. (17) For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 
a& a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for cloth- 
ing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. 

Gdory be to the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
dio  
Fmm Zechanbh the prophet, may hk blessings be with us all. Amen 
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(Zechariah 11:ll-14 NKJ) 

Thus the poor of the flock, who were watching me, knew that it {was) the word of the 
Lord. (12) Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give {me) my wages; and if not, 
refrain." So they weighed out for my wages thirty {pieces} of silver. (13) And the Lord 
said to me, 'Throw it to the potter" -- that princely price they set on me. So I took the 
thirty {pieces) of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord for the potter. (14) 
Then I cut in two my other staff, Bonds, that I might break the brotherhood between 
Judah and Israel. 

Glory be to the Holy Tnizi~y, the Futlter, Sort and Holy Spirit. 

A HOMILY 

A Hotnily of our father Saint Abba Shenouda the Archmandrite, ntuy his holy blessings be 
with us all. Amen. 

There are two things I will tell you. All those for whom the heavens rejoiced because 
they repented while they were still or1 earth will never have any passion or trouble in this 
place. Those for whom the heavens did not rejoice over because they did not repent 
while they were on earth will never have any joy or comfort in this place. Therefore till 
when are you going to remain to be lazy? I plead with you to Iarnent over yourself as 
long as tbese lamentations will be accepted. If you have committed something that 
dekrves lamenting, you havc to lament i t  on  your owl4 and all the Saints will lament 
with you for your salvation. Blessed is he who laments over himself here on their own, 
for they will be rescued from the continuous gnashing of teeth and eterqal weeping and 
will rejoice and enjoy a heavenly happiness. 

Let us wake up, my beloved, before the door is closed and i t  is too late to repent, when 
we start pleading in front of the door, only to hear '1 do not know you'. All this and worse 
we will hear it if we keep on sinning. 

Let ur cortclucie the Ilontily of our futlier Saint ,4 bbn Shenouda the Archmandrite who has 
enlightenetlour tirirtds artd the eyes of our Izeurts, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, ( h e  God, Antert. 

(Psalnls 415-6 NKJ) Front tlw Psalrrts of our teacher David the 
propltrt arld kirrg, way his blessings be with 

EPSU~IITOS to Du-vccd: rw all Antert. 

Na-gaji av-gow enhan pet-liou-oil nce: My enemies speak evil of me: "When will 
avsotchi-ne kharoy enhan- pet-l~ou-oil: he die, and his name perish?" And if he 
m f - n i y o ~ ~  ekhoun pe eririav naf-saji comes to see {me), he speaks vain 
I ennou-met ef- liyou: oil-woh peflleet af- {words;) His heart gathers iniquity to it- 
thow-011 t i  naf en-ou-anoumtneyn: self. Alleluia 
Allcluia. 
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O Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to hten to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chqpterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Evangelist andpure akciple, 
may his blessings be with W all. Amen 

(Matthew 263-16 NKJ) 

(3) Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the 
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, (4) and plotted to take Jesus by trick- 
ery and kill {Him). (5) But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among 
the people." (6) And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, (7) a 
woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured 
it on His head as H e  sat {at the table). (8) But when His disciples saw {it), they were 
indignant, saying, 'To what purpose {is} this waste? (9) "For this fragrant oil might have 
been sold for much and given to {the) poor." (10) But when Jesus was aware of {it), He 
said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 
(11) "For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. (12) "For 
in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did {it) for My burial. (13) "Assuredly, I say 
to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done 
will also be told as a memorial to her." (14) Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests (15) and said, "What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him 
to you?" And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. (16) So from that time he 
sought opportunity to betray Him. 

Glory 6e to ~ o d  forever   men. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The Ninth E€M& Hour Contnzentary of Wed~zesday of the Holy Pascha, may its bless- 
ings be with us all. Amen 

The secret of Your Incarnation You have hidden within our flesh 0 Christ our God, who 
prdceeded from our great father Abraham, the of all nations. When Abraham realized 
through faith that the Word must take flash through his offspring (especially when he 
saw that he had little time on earth and that God had blessed his works), he sent for his 
oldest in his house, who was faithful and said to him: "put your hands upon my thigh so 
that you may swear in the name of the heavenly God that you shall not take a wife for 
my son Isaac from this land of the Canaanites, but rather go into my country and to my 
kindred and take a wife for my soli Isaac". The servant said to him: "perhaps the woman 
will not be willing to follow nie to this land. Must I take your son back to the land from 
which you came?". But Abraharn said t o  him: "beware that you do not take my son back 
there, and if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this 
oath. Only do not take my son back there". So the servant put his hand under the thigh 
of Abraham his master, ancl swore to him concerning this matter. In the end, God ful- 
filled this promise which He had made to Abraham, and Christ appeared from his kin 
by which all the nations were blessed. 
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' RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save W through His suffering. 
Let us glorify and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 

I ELEVENTH HOUR OF WEDNESDAY OF HOLY I 
PASCHA I 

From Isaiah the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Isaiah 28:16-29 NKJ) 

yl6) Therefore thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, 
a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; whoever believes will not act 
hastily. (17) Also I will make justice the measuring line, and righteousness the plummet; 
the hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters will overflow the hiding place. 
(18) Your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with She01 will not 
htand; when the overflowing scourge passes through, then you will be trampled down by 
it. (19) As often as it goes out it will take you; for morning by morning it will pass over, 
land by ?ay and by night; it will be a terror just to understand the report." (20) For the 
bed is too short for {a man) to stretch out {on), and the covering so narrow that he can- 
hot wrap himself {in it). (21) For the Lord will rise up as {at) Mount Perazim, He will 
be angry as in the Valley of Gibeon -- that He may do His work, His awesome work, and 
bring to pass His act, His unusual act. (22) Now therefore, do not be mockers, lest your 
bonds be made strong; for I have heard from the Lord God of hosts, a destruction deter- 
hined even upon the whole earth. (23) Give ear and hear my voice, listen and hear my 
speech. (24) Does the plowman keep plowing all day to sow? Does he keep turning his 

' Soil and breaking the clods? (25) When he has leveled its surface, does he not sow the 
black cunimin and scatter the cutnmin, plant the wheat in rows, the barley in the ap- 
pointed place, and the spelt in its place? (26) For He instructs him in right judgment, 
his God teaches him. (27) For the black cummin is not threshed with a threshing sledge, 
hor is a cartwheel rolled over the cummin; but the black cummin is beaten out with a 
stick, and the cummin with a red. (28) Bread {flour) muit be ground; therefore he does 
plot thresh it forever, break {it with) his cartwheel, or crush it {with) his horsemen. (29) 
'I7lis also comes from the Lord of hosts, {Who) is wonderful in counsel {and) excellent 
in guidance. 

h r y  be to the Holy Trinity, the FutlterJ Sort und Iloly Slliril. 

A HOMILY 

A Homily of our Juther Saint Abba Suweerous, r m y  his ltoly blessirtgi be with us all. Arnert. 
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My brethren, I shall now remind you for the sake of the voice which will on the sinners, 
and those who do not believe in the law and the commandments of life. For He said 'go 
away from me 0 you cursed people to the eternal fire'. What comfort then awaits these 
pieople in the second time. Here is the valley of weeping where tears are. These are the 
tears, that afterwhich there will be no comfort from Him that is able to ask the sinners 
on that day. For then the angels, the Cherobim, the Seraphim shall be silent and all the 
righteous and saints will not be able to plead for humanity on that day. The whole crea- 
tion will stand in silence and the whole world will be under the Just Divine Judgement. 
This is the time of harvesting. This is the time of drawing the net to the shore when the 
good fish will separated from the bad. This is the day in which it will be said to the sin- 
ners 'Go to Sheol, your abiding place forever'. 

Let us cortclude the Homily of our father Saint Abba Saweerous who has enlightened our 
minds artd the eyes of our hearts, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One Go4 
A~men. 

Psalms 6:2,3,69:17) From the Psalms of our teacher Duvid the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be with 

Epsalmos to Da-veed: us all Amen. 

Ma-taletchoy eptchoice je na-kas av esh- 0 Lord, heal me, for my bones are 
torter: ou-woh a-ta- epsi-shee esh-torter t roubled.  My soul also is greatly 
emmashow: emper-fonh empek-ho savol troubled. And do not hide Your face 
em-pek- alou: sotem eroy en-kolem je from Your servant, For I am in trouble; 
tee-hkg-hog Alleluia. Hear me speedily. Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapf erfi-ont the Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Evangelist and pure dhciple, may 
Itis blessings be with us all. Amen 

(John 1227-36 NKJ) 

(27) "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? 
But for this phrpose I came to this hour. (28) "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice 
cqme from heaven, {saying}, "I have both glorified {it} and will glorify {it) again." (29) 
Therefore the people who stood by and heard {it} said that it had thundered. Others 
salid, "An angel has spoken to Him." (30) Jesus answered and said, 'This voice did not 
come because of Me, but for your sake. (31) "Now is the judgment of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be cast out. (32) "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all {peoples) to Myself." (33) This He said, signifying by what death He  would die. 
(34) The people answered Him, "We have heard from the law that the Christ remains 
forever; and how {can) You say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son 
of Man?" (35) Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not 
knowwhere he is going. (36) "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become sons of light." 

Glory be to God forever Anien. 
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l THE COMMENTARY 

The Eleventh Hour Commentary of Wednesday of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

God, who has control over life and death, who was incarnated and became man, His 
human nature was weak and suffered to the extent that He prayed and asked if He could 
be saved from this coming hour. But He knew that for this He came to save Adam and 
his children and to restore them to their heavenly status, according to His mercy. 

Let us pray feverently that He will make us partners in His glory and confirm us to the faith 
of His holy name. 

RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
1 Let us glorifL and exalt His Name according to His great mercy. 
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IN ALMIGHTY GODS NAME 

FIRST HOUR OF THURSDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

From Ezekiel the prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen 

(Ezekiel43:S-11 NKJ) 

( 5 )  The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory 
of the Lord filled the temple. (6) Then I heard {Him) speaking to me from the temple, 
while a man stood beside me. (7) And He said to me, "Son of man, {this is) the place of 
My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the 
dhildren of Israel forever. No more shall the house of Israel defile My holy name, they 
nor their kings, by their harlotry or with the carcasses of their kings on their high places. 
(8) "When they set their threshold by My threshold, and their doorpost by My doorpost, 
with a wall between them and Me, they defiled My holy name by the abominations which 
they committed; therefore I have consumed them in My anger. (9) "Now let them put 
their harlotry and the carcasses of their kings far away from Me, and I will dwell in their 
rhidst forever. (10) "Son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they 
may be ashamed of their iniquities; and let then1 measure the pattern. (11) "And if they 
alre ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the designpf the temple 
aind its arrangement, its exits and its entrances, its entire design and all its ordinances, 
all its forms and all its laws. Write {it) down in their sight, so that they may keep its whole 
diesign and all its ordinances, and perform them. 

Glory bc i t )  tlte Holy Trinity, the Futlter; Sort urtd Holy Spirit. 

(I'salms 69:1,13 NKJ) from the Psalms of our teuclzer David the 
propltet m t l  kilt& nzny his blessings be 

&psalr~zo.s to D(i-~.ccd: ~vitll us ull Ar~terl. 

Ma-ton-khoy efnouti je '1 h an ~r rou-ou :  Save me, 0 God! For the waters have 
she ekhoun slia ta-epse- she: kata ep-a- come u p  to {my) neck. 0 God, in the 
shay ente tiek-met-shenheet: gosht e- n~ultitude of Your mercy, Hear me in 
elkh-ree egoy: Alleluia. the truth of Your salvation. Alleluia 

O Lord huvc pity nrtd rricrcy ort us crrttl r~t~rkc rrs cvorily to listc~t to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfionl the Holy Gosprl accordirtg t o  Sair tt J o  hr t tlt e Evur rgclist ntz d pure disciple, may 
hik blessirtgs be with us all. Arnerl 
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(John 10:17-21 NKJ) . 

(17) 'Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 
(18) "No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father." (19) 
Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings. (20) And 
many of them said, "He has a demon and is mad. Why do  you listen to Him?" (21) Others 
said, 'These are not tlie words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of 
the blind?" 

I Glory be to God forever Atnert. 

THE COMMENTARY 

77re First Hour Contmerttary of Ti'tursday Eve of the Holy Paschci, may its blessings be with 
rrs ull. Amert 

Our I m d  arid Master Jesus Christ is showing His Divine power that He  is the Almighty 
God over all thrones and authorities. H e  said: "The Father loves Me because I lay down 
My life that I might take it again, and no man takes it from Me." There has been a division 
among the Jews about what He  had said. Some said that He  is mad and posessed by 
demons. Others said that these cannot be the words of a man posessed by demons. Can 
a demon open the eyes of the blind? 

Truly He  enlightens the 'hearts of believers'. But, those blind Jews, who looked and 
did not see and listened and did not hear, did not love Him nor believed in Him; there- 
fore, they were not forgiven. 

RESPONSE: 

C h k t  our Saviour, curue and suflerecl for us, t h t  He r w y  sczw u s  tttrorigh H k  suflerirtg. 
Let us glorify and exalt IJis Nume according to His great mercy. 

t - 

THIRD HOUR OF THURSDAY E W  OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

1 From Antos the prophet, may his blessiirgs be with us ull. Amen 

(Amos 4:4-13 NKJ) 

(4) "Come to Bethel and transgress, at Gilgal multiply transgression; bringyour sacrifices 
every morning, your tithes every three days. (5) Offer ;I sacrifice of thanksgiving with 
leaven, proclaim {and) announce the freewill offerings; for this you love, {you) children 
of Israel!" says the Lord God. (6) "Also I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities. 
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and lack of bread in all your places; yet you have not returned to  Me," says the Lord. (7) 
"I also withheld rain from you, when {there were) still three months to  the harvest. I 
made it rain on one city, I withheld rain from another city. One  part was rained upon, 
and where it did not rain the part withered. (8) So two {or) three cities wandered to  
another city to drink water, but theywere not satisfied; yet you have not returned to Me," 
says the Lord. (9) "I blasted you with blight and mildew. When your gardens increased, 
your vineyards, your fig trees, and your olive trees, The  locust devoured {them;} yet you 
have not returned to Me," says the Lord. (10) "I sent among you a plague after the man- 
ner of Egypt; your young men I killed with a sword, along with your captive horses; I 
made the stench of your camps come up  into your nostrils; yet you have not returned to 
Me," says the Lord. (11) "I overthrew {some) of you, as God overthrew Sodom and 
Glomorrah, and you were like a firebrand plucked from the burning; yet you have not 
returned to Me," says the Lord. (12) 'Therefore thus will I d o  to you, 0 Israel; {and) be- 
cause I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, 0 Israel!" (13) For behold, H e  
who forms mountains, and creates the wind, who declares to man what his thought {is), 
add makes the morning darkness, who treads the high places of the earth -- The Lord 
God of hosts {is) His name. 

Glory be to the Holy 7iinity, the Father, Sorl artd Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 55:21,1 NKJ) From the Psalrns of our teuclzer David the 
prophet cmd kirtg, may Itis blessings be with 

E~~sultnos to Du-wed: us all Amen. 

AV-etchee-non en je  nef-saji e -ho te  His words were softer than oil, Yet they 
ou~neh: ou-woh en-thow-ou han sot-nef {were) drawn swords. Give ear to my 
ne: etshi-esmi efnouti eta epros-ev-shee: prayer, 0 God, And do not hide Yourself 
ou-woh em- pef-hi ep-ho em-pa-tovh: from my supplication. ~ l i e l u i a .  
Alileluia. 

(Mark 14:3-11 NKJ) 

(3) And being in Uethany at the house of Simon the leper, as H e  sat at the table, a woman 
came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. And she broke the flask 
and poured { i t )  on His head. (4) But there were some who were indignant among them- 
selves, and said, "Why was this fragrant oil wasted? (5) "For it might have been sold for 
mare than three hundred denarii and given to the poor." And they criticized her sharp- 
ly. (6) But Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work 
for Me. (7) "For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do  
them good; but Me you do not have always. (8) "She has done what she could. She has 
come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. (9) "Assuredly, I say to you, wherever 
this gospel is preached throughout the whole world, what this woman did will also be 
spoken of as a memorial to her." (10)  'Tlicn Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the 
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chief priests to betray Him to them. (11) So when they heard {it), they were glad, and 
promised to give him money. So he sought how he might c"nveniently betray Him. 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

TIte Third Hour Contrnentary of TItursday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

The woman anointed Jesus' feet with the precious fragrance and wiped them with her 
hair because she loved Him greatly. She had done a good deed that will be told and 
remembered throughout the whole world. Indeed, she is still remembered from all 
believers. Oh, for all these spiritual gifts and great honors that she had won! Let us im- 
itate her and love the Lord from all our hearts and not be like Judas who mocked her 
for what she had done. His evil thoughts led him to betray his Master. The silver he 
took for the precious blood will go with him to damnation and his name will be erased 
from the book of life, and he will have no offspring. 

RESPONSE: 

Cltrist our Saviour, curne a id  sicflered for us, tltut He nzciy save us tlzrough Hk sufiring. 
Let us glorify urtd exult His Narne accordirtg to His great tnercy. 

Front A I ~ Y  rlte prophet, rnciy llir I)le.~sit~g.r he with [ is  all. A rnert 

S 

(1) Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, 0 children of Israel, against 
the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying: (2) "You only have 
I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities." 
(3) can two walk together, unless they are agreed? (4) Will a lion roar in the forest, when 
he has no prey? Will a young lion cry out of his den, if he has caught nothing? (5) Will 
a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where there is no trap for it? Will a snare spring up 
from the earth, if it has caught nothing at all? (6) If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not 
the people be afraid? If there is calamity in a city, will not the Lord have done {it}? (7) 
Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless f-Ie-reveals His secret to His servants the 
prophets. (8) A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can 

SIXTH HOUR OF THURSDAY Em OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

but prophesy? (9) "Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of 
Egypt, and say: 'Assemble on the mountains of Samaria; see great tumults in her midst, 

7 
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atid the oppressed within her. (10) For they do not know to do right,' says the Lord, 'Who 
store up violence and robbery in their palaces.' " (1 1) Therefore thus says the Lord God: 
"An adversary {shall be} all around the land; he shall sap your strength from you, and 
yo~ur palaces shall be plundered." 

Glory be to the Holy Trchity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(Psalms 140:l-2 NKJ) From the Psulnzs of our teucher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be 

Epsalrnos to Dn-veed: with us all Amen. 

Nah-met Ep-tchoice savol en-ou-roumi Deliver me, 0 Lord, from evil men; 
ef-~hou-ou: evol ha ourowmi en-ref-et- Preserve me from violent men, Who 
c110 en-gons mat-tou-goy: ni-etav-so- plan evil things in {their) hearts; They 
etchee ni enhan-etchi engons khen continually gather together {for) war. 
pou-heet: em-pi-ehou-ou teerf avsobte Alleluia. 
enhan-vots: Alleluia. 

0 h r d  have pity urul mercy on us arul make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the Holy Gospel according to Suint John the Evangelist and pure disciple, may 
his blessings be with us all. Ameu 

(John 12:36-43 NK J) 

These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them. (37) But although He had done so 
many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, (38) that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be ful- 
filled, which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
reveialed?" (39) Therefore thcy could not believe, because Isaiah said again: (40) "He has blinded their eyes 
andlhardened their heart, lest they should see with their eyes and understand with their heart, lest they 
should turn, so that I should heal them." (41) These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of 
Him. (42) Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did 
not confess {Him}, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; (43) for they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. 

Glovy be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

TIte Skth Hour Corrrntentary of TI2rrrsday Eve of the Holy Pascha, m a y  its blessings be with 
us d l .  Amen 

Isaih, the prophet, rebuked the rejected Israelites for their sins and wickedness. When 
Jesus appeared and performed amazing miracles, they still deviated from His words full 
of grace and denied His Divinity. 

0 great prophet, condemn them for they have followed the steps of their fathers and 
completed their evil deeds to  fulfil1 the prophecy saying: "Lord, who could believe what 
we Rave heard and to whom has the power of the Lord revealed" Jesus Christ is the c 

Wotd of God that appeared in flesh with His justice and mercy for the Israelites. Yet 
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they did not obey nor believe Him. They fulfilled Isaiah's prophecy saying: "He has 
blinded their eyes, he has hardened their hearts for fear they should see with their eyes 
and understand with their hearts and turn to Him for healing." 

Listen o Israel, there is no Saviour but Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all theworld who made 
the two into one. The light came unto His own people and they loved darkness; but the 
Gentiles accepted Him and obeyed His commandments and became His people 
everywhere. 

They realized His mercy and abundant grace which He had given them according to His 
goodness. 

RESPONSE: 

Clzrist our Saviour, came urzd suflered for US,  that He may save us through Hk suSfring. 
I Let us glorify and exalt Ms Name according to His great mercy. 

NINTH HOUR OF THURSDAY EVE OF HOLY 
PASCHA 

Fmm Ezekiel the prophet, may Izk bbl~si~~gs be with us all. Amen 

(Ezekiel20:27-33 NKJ) 

(27) 'Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel, and say to them, 'Thus says 
the Lord God: "In this too your fathers have blasphemed Me, by being unfaithful to Me. 
(28) "{For} when I brought them into the land {for) which I had lifted My hand in an 
oath to give them, and they saw all the high hills and all the thick trees, there they of- 
fered their sacrifices and provoked Me with their offerings. There they also sent up their 
sweet aroma and poured out their drink offerings. (29) 'Then I said to  them, 'What {is) 
this high place to which you go?' So its name is called Bamah to this day." ' (30) 'There- 
fore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Are you defiling yourselves in 
the manner of your fathers, and committing harlotry according to their abominations? 
(31) "For when you offer your gifts and make your sons pass through the fire, you defile 
yourselves with all your idols, even to  this day. So shall I be inquired of by you, 0 house 
of Israel? {As) 1 live," says the Lord God, "I will not be inquired of by you. (32) "What 
you have in your mind shall never be, when you say, 'We will be like the Gentiles, like 
the families in other countries, serving wood and stone.' (33) "{As) I live," says the Lord 
God, "surely with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, I 
will rule over you. 

Glory be to the Holy Eirlity, the Futher; S012 ~ c I  Holy Sl~itit. 
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(Psalms 7:l-2 NKJ) From the R~alms of our teacher David the 
prophet and king, may his blessings be with 
us all Amen. 

Ep-tchoice pa-nouti ay-ka eh-thee erok: 0 Lord my God, in You I put my trust; 
nahmet ou-woh ma-tow- goy: evol en- Save me from all those who persecute 
totou en-ne et-etcho-ge en-soy: mi-pote me; And deliver me, Lest they tear me 
en-tou-ho- lem enta-ep-see-she em-ef- like a lion. Alleluia. 
re-tee enou-mou-ee: Alleluia. 

Lmd have pity and mercy on us and make us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A chap- 
ter from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Evangelkt and pure disciple, may his 
blessings be with us all. Amen 

(John 10:29-38 NKJ) 

(29) "My Father, who has given {them) to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch {them) out of My Father's hand. (30) "I and {My) Father are one." (31) Then 
the Jews took up  stones again to stone Him. (32) Jesus answered them, "Many good 
works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?" 
(33) The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God." (34) Jesus answered 
them, "Is it not written in your law, 'I said, "You are gods" '? (35) "If H e  called them gods, 
to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), (36) "do you say 
of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' be- 
cause I said, 'I am the Son of God'? (37) "If I do not do  the works of My Father, do not 
believe Me; (38) "but if I do, though you do  not believe Me, believe the works, that you 
may know and believe that the Father {is) in Me, and I in Him." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

Tlte Ninth Hour Commentary of Thursday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

0 you ignorant, arrogant, defiled, and disobedient Jews, listen to our merciful God prais- 
ing the belivers saying: 'The Father who gave them to Me is greater than anyone, and 
no one can steal from the Father. The Father and I are One  without seperation. "At 
that time the Jews, out of envy, fetched some stones to stone Him. Jesus answered meek- 
ly: "I have done many good works from My Father for you to see. For what reason do  
you want to stone Me? I want your salvation. Be sure that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in Me." 
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RESPONSE: 

Christ our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save uci through His suffeerirlg. 
Let us glorijj and exalt H k  Nume according to His great mercy. 

L 

ELEVENTH HOUR OF THURSDAY EVE OF 

l1 HOLY PASCHA I 
From Jeremiah the prophet, may It is blessings he with us all. A men 

(Jeremiah 8:4-9 NKJ) 

''Thus says the Lord: "Will they fall and not rise? Will one turn away and not return? (5) 
Why {then) has this people slidden back, Jerusalem, in a perpetual backsliding? They 
hold fast to deceit, they refuse to return. (6) I listened and heard, {but) they do not speak 
aright. No man repented of his wickedness, saying, 'What have I done?' Everyone turned 
to his own course, as the horse rushes into the battle. (7) "Even the stork in the heavens 
knows her appointed times; and the turtledove, the swift, and the swallow observe the 
time of their coming. But My people do  not know the judgment of the Lord. (8) "How 
caa you say, 'We {are) wise, and the law of the Lord {is) with us'? Look, the false pen 
of the scribe certainly works falsehood. (9) The wise men are ashamed, they are dis- 
mayed and taken. Behold, they have rejected the word of the Lord; so what wisdom do 
they have? 

Glory he to tlte Holy Trinity, the Father, Sort and Holy S~~irit. 

(Psalms 62:7,2 NKJ) 

Epsalmos to Lla-,-eed: 

Fr.om tlte Psalms of our teacher David 
the prophet and king, may his blessirzgs 
be with us all Amen. 

Pa-oil-gay neln pa-ow-ou av-khen pa- In  God {is) my salvation and my glory; 
tiouti: ev-no-tee ente ta-vo- ethia ou-woh The rock of my strength, {And) my 
ta-llel-piece as-khen efnouti: ke ghar en- refuge, {is} in God. He only {is) my 
thof pe pa- nouti pa-soter: pa-ref-sliopt rock and my salvation; {He  is) my 
erof en-na-kern en-ho-oo: Alleluia. defelise; I shall not be greatly moved. 

Alleluia. 

0 Lord have pity uncl ntercja on us uncl rnake us worthy to listen to Your Holy Gospel. A 
chapterfrom the i-loly Gospd accordirlg to Saint .lohn h e  E~*nttgelist mtd pure disciple, may 
hk blessings he with us all. Amen 
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(John 12:44-50 NK J) 

(44) Then Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in 
Him who sent Me. (45) "And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. (46) "I have come 
{a$) a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 
(47) "And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did 
not come to judge the world but to save the world. (48) "He who rejects Me, and does 
not receive My words, has that which judges him -- the word that I have spoken will judge 
him in the last day. (49) "For I have not spoken on My own {authority;) but the Father 
wh~o sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. (50) "And 
I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the 
Father has told Me, so I speak." 

Glory be to God forever Amen. 

THE COMMENTARY 

The Eleventh Hour Commentary of Thursday Eve of the Holy Pascha, may its blessings be 
with us all. Amen 

Our Savior the Son of the Living God said: "I am the Light of the world; he who believes 
in Me and accepts My Word, shall not stay in darkness. He who denies and disobeyes 
Ma, I shall not condemm him, but the words that I said will condemm him. What I have 
said isnot frbm me, but from the Father who has sent Me, and He gave me a command- 
ment what to say." 

We believe that You are the True Word of God. To You is the power and nothing is 
impossible with You. 

RESPONSE: 

Chht our Saviour, came and suffered for us, that He may save us through His suffering. 
Let us gloriJL and exalt Hk Name according to His great mercy. 
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